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Can I buy medical marijuana in Australia? 

In Australia, access to medical marijuana is regulated, and patients can obtain it 

legally under certain conditions. The Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) 

oversees the regulation of medicinal cannabis in Australia. To access medical 

marijuana, patients typically need to follow these steps: 

 

Medical Assessment: Patients must have a medical condition for which 

medicinal cannabis is considered a suitable treatment option. A healthcare 

professional, usually a specialist doctor, will assess the patient's medical history 

and determine if medical marijuana is an appropriate choice. 

https://medicannahealth.com.au/


Prescription: If the healthcare professional believes that medical cannabis is 

suitable, they can prescribe it. The prescription must comply with the TGA 

requirements, including specifying the appropriate cannabis product, dosage, 

and duration of treatment. 

Special Access Scheme (SAS) or Authorised Prescriber Scheme: The prescription 

can be submitted through the Special Access Scheme or under an Authorised 

Prescriber Scheme, both overseen by the TGA. The SAS allows doctors to apply 

for access to unapproved therapeutic goods for individual patients. 

Pharmacy Dispensing: Once approved, patients can obtain their prescribed 

medical cannabis product from a pharmacy authorized to dispense it. 

It's important to note that not all healthcare professionals are authorized to 

prescribe medical cannabis, and access may be limited to certain medical 

conditions. Additionally, the availability of specific cannabis products may vary. 

If you are considering medical marijuana, it is crucial to consult with a healthcare 

professional who is knowledgeable about medicinal cannabis regulations in your 

state or territory. They can assess your medical condition and guide you through 

the legal process if medical marijuana is deemed an appropriate treatment 

option for your specific case. 

How common is marijuana use in Australia? 

Marijuana use is relatively common in Australia. However, the prevalence of 

marijuana use can vary across different age groups, regions, and demographics. 

Here are some general trends and information: 

General Use: Cannabis is one of the most widely used illicit substances in 

Australia. According to the National Drug Strategy Household Survey (NDSHS) 

conducted by the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, around one in three 

(about 35%) Australians aged 14 and older reported having used cannabis at 

some point in their lives. 

Age Groups: The highest rates of marijuana use are often found among younger 

age groups. In the NDSHS, a higher percentage of Australians in their twenties 

reported recent cannabis use compared to other age groups. 

Regional Variations: The prevalence of marijuana use can vary across different 

states and territories in Australia. Urban areas tend to have higher rates of use 

compared to rural areas. 

https://medicannahealth.com.au/about-us/
https://medicannahealth.com.au/news/


Medical Cannabis: While recreational marijuana use is relatively common, the 

use of medical cannabis has been gaining attention and acceptance. Australia 

has a legal framework for accessing medical cannabis under specific conditions, 

and some patients with qualifying medical conditions can legally access medical 

cannabis products. 

For the most current and detailed information on marijuana use in Australia, it's 

advisable to refer to recent surveys, studies, or reports from relevant health 

authorities or research institutions. Additionally, laws and attitudes toward 

cannabis may evolve, so ongoing research is crucial for a comprehensive 

understanding of the situation. 
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