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Part 3: Using the Templater Community Plugin to
Automate Files and Content
Introduction

This is the third article in my series on automating your workflow with
templates. Use these links to navigate through the series:
- Part 1: Using Templates and Templater in Obsidian 
- Part 2: Maximizing the Templates Core Plugin
- YOU ARE HERE — Part 3: Using the Templater Community Plugin to
Automate Files and Content
- Part 4: Other Things You Can Automate Using Templater Commands and
Functions and Other Resources for More Inspiration

You can watch me walk through the first part of this specific article on
YouTube

To begin using the Templater Community Plugin, you must leave Restricted
Mode in your vault.

To do this, go to Settings > Community Plugins > and click “Turn on
Community Plugins”

Now, it’s time to install the Templater Plugin. On the Community Plugins
screen, click Browse and search for Templater.

Locate and Install the Templater Plugin

After install, enable the plugin

After enabling, go straight to options so you can set your default template folder

On the options screen, if you take a moment to scroll through it you can see
there is a LOT more we can do here. We won’t cover all of it, but we’ll get some
of the most important things covered.

Go ahead and set your location for your templates. I would actually go ahead
and set it to the Templates folder you already have set up, even if you have a
LOT of other templates already created. It’s easier to just edit all of these files
as you need them to use all the new features we get with templater.

Note: If you decide to read on with the Templater instructions, you will, at
some point soon, want to disable The Templates and Daily Notes Core Plugins
so that you can use only Templater and likely the Periodic Notes Community
Plugins. I won’t provide instructions for that specifically but simply remind
you that you will need to make sure you do that.

The Meeting Notes Template

Let’s go ahead and open up our meeting notes template and see some of the
new things that we can do with it now that we’re using Templater.

This is what our Meeting Notes Template looked like when we last saw it:

We’re going to change the name of this template to Team Meeting Template.
We’re doing this because we’re going to make the text of this meeting template
much more specific to only our team meeting to allow us to automate these
agendas in a flash.

Let’s begin by changing the title and date at the top to use the format language
called for by Templater.

Templater’s Language

To be very clear, I am not a coder. What I figure out, I learn through a lot of
reading and trial and errors. So, if I mix up my Java Script and my something
else, please feel free to correct me with kindness — I will be happy to learn
from my mistake — just remember to be kind.

According to the Templater website, it uses the Eta templating syntax.

Each command in Templater begins with a <% and ends with a %>
Inside of the command, you place the functions.

Functions begin with tp followed by a dot.

Functions come from one of seven modules (for internal functions which is
the bulk of what we’ll cover here). You need to tell templater which module
you’re going to use. The modules are:
- config
- date
- file
- frontmatter
- obsidian
- system
- web

After the module, you put another dot.

And finally, you’re ready for the function. Functions often contain some sort
of argument which is included in either parenthesis or brackets.

We trade simplicity for functionality

So, while it was easy in the Templates Core Plugin to just say {{date}}, we have
to use a little more complicated format to get the date in Templater. Don’t
worry, very soon I’m going to show you how beneficial that functionality can
be.

We now have to get the file’s title using the tp.file.title command. Notice that
we’ve put it inside of double brackets again so that it will update as we update
the name of the file. We did the same thing with the Date — putting it inside of
double brackets. The date function also requires a set of empty parenthesis
since there is an argument needed for that command.

Here’s the really fun part though.

At the very end of our file, we’re going to add a command that will move this
file to the folder where we want it to ultimately end up. Don’t worry — we’re
going to look at an alternative way to do this from within the Templater
plugin, but I think knowing both methods has a lot of value. We do this using
the file module and the move function. The move function needs an
argument that essentially tells it where to put this file. While you don’t have to,
the documentation indicates putting an await command at the beginning of
this command. According to Stephen Millard, this extra javascript command,
while not necessary now, could keep things from “piling up” in computer
processing as you add on more and more complexity.

I decided I wanted my files to be sorted by type under a generic “Meetings”
folder so this meeting will go into my Team Meetings folder.

<% await tp.file.move(“/Meetings/Staff Meetings/” + “/” + tp.file.title) %>

Before we do the big reveal, let’s go back to this file and make it much more
specific to our actual Team meetings by adding the regular attendees. I added
check boxes in front of their names so that I could easily check who was there
and who wasn’t. I also added a set of standing agenda items and then finally, I
added a task to distribute notes.

Depending on how you organize your files, you could create a template for
each primary folder location (e.g. if you have /Meetings/1-on-1/ and
/Meetings/Executive Council/ these would be two different templates with two
different move statements at the end of each.) In my sample vault that you can
download (details below) you’ll see a few different examples of meeting note
templates being directed to different folders. In the vault, I’m doing it using
the built in feature of the Templater Community Plugin so let’s look at that
next.

Using Templater to Put Notes Where You Want Them

If you open up the Templater Community Plugin settings, you’ll see an option
to “Trigger Templater on new file creation”. This option is turned off by
default. Let’s turn it on and see what happens.

Anti-climactic — right! It looks like nothing happens. However, if you scroll
down on the Templater options screen a little bit, you’ll notice a new section
labeled Folder Templates got added. Automation opportunities await!

We already know that we want our team meeting template to automatically
get put into our Team Meetings Folder so let’s set the Team Meetings folder to
be our folder in the left hand box and our Team Meetings template to be the
template that fires in our right hand box.

Now, just to make sure there is no funny business here, let’s make sure that
we’ve deleted that last line of code from our Team Meetings template — the
line that looks like:
<% await tp.file.move(“/Meetings/Staff Meetings/” + “/” + tp.file.title) %>

Now, let’s test this out and see what happens.

We trigger the Folder Templates function by creating a new blank file in a
folder that has a template tied to it. So, right click the Team Meetings folder
and select New Note.

A new meeting notes file will be created using your template — just give it a
name and you’re ready to go.

So, which is the best way to go? That’s entirely up to you.

I personally prefer the method of putting the code snippet into the file for two
reasons:
1) This can be entirely fired via keyboard (I’ll even show you how to bind a
template to a keyboard shortcut in a moment)
2) If I ever reorganize my folder structure or want to start directing notes to a
new folder, everything is included in the template. I don’t have to edit the
template AND the templater plugin (assuming that in a case where I’m
directing a note to a new folder it might mean this is now a fundamentally
different meeting.)

Bind a Template to a Keyboard Shortcut

For templates you use regularly, you can speed up your processing even more
if you’re a keyboard-centric person by assigning specific keyboard shortcuts to
specific templates. When you combine this with the fact that the template
itself creates the file in the folder where you want it, then you’ve created a
pretty slick system for making sure files go where you want them in just a
couple of keyboard commands.

Let’s demonstrate that with a Project Template.

Create a Project Template

I want a folder called Projects that I’m going to put all my Project files in. 
1. Create a folder called Projects.
2. Create a new file in the Templates folder called Project Template.
3. I started with a very simple project template that includes the file name,
date we created the file and then six sections as level 1 headings I also
included the title of the file as a header and the date it was created as a page
reference.

**Note:** I have a base template for templates (yes — it’s called Template
Template). The problem with it is that as soon as I run it on a new file the
file.move command has run and is deleted from the file. So, when I create the
new template, it gets automatically created in the Templates folder, but I need
to add that line of code again to place the new template file where I want it.
This is a place where I use TextExpander in combination with templates to
streamline this work. I have just that last line of code saved in TextExpander
so I can add it again quickly if I need to.

Connect The Projects Template to a Hotkey

1. Go to the Templater Settings (Settings > Templater) and find Template
Hotkeys (it’s just above Folder Templates).

2. Select Templates/Project Template.md from the list of templates in the box
on the left and then click the Configure Hotkey Button

3. This will take you to the Hotkeys screen with this specific template
selected. Click the “Customize This Command” button on the right

4. I chose Alt + Shift + P — you can choose what you want.

5. Close the Settings window to return to Obsidian.

Let’s try it out.
1. Create a new note (Ctrl +N) and give it the name of your Project. I named
mine Project A
2. Now, use your keyboard command to run your template (again, I chose Alt +
Shift + P)
3. Your template should have run AND the Project A file should now be in your
Projects folder

Conclusion and Navigating the Series

This is the third article in my series on automating your workflow with
templates. Use these links to navigate through the series:
- Part 1: Using Templates and Templater in Obsidian 
- Part 2: Maximizing the Templates Core Plugin
- YOU ARE HERE — Part 3: Using the Templater Community Plugin to
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