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iOS and iPadOS 15

Throughout iOS and iPadOS 15: The MacStories Review, Federico has included a new section called ‘The Details’ that collects the smaller, yet interesting details about various apps and features of iOS and iPadOS 15. This eBook is a compilation of just those tidbits, which makes it easier than ever to discover details about iOS and iPadOS 15 that you might otherwise have missed.




Focus

You can pick a custom color and icon for custom Focus modes. When setting up a custom Focus, you can choose from a selection of 10 colors and 39 icons to assign to it. I’m not sure why it’s not possible to pick any color via the system color picker or why the icon selection is limited to 39 options. This screen is reminiscent of the one seen in Reminders to customize lists, but the available icons are different. I don’t understand these limitations, and I’d like Apple to allow any color and any available SF Symbol for custom Focus modes.


[image: Custom colors and icons for Focus modes.]Custom colors and icons for Focus modes.

Your current Focus is shown in the status bar. On iPad, you can see the icon for the currently active Focus in the right corner of the status bar, next to the battery. On iPhone, you have to swipe down to see the expanded status bar on top of Control Center.



There’s a setting to hide notification badges while Focus is active. You can find it in Settings ⇾ Focus under the selected mode’s ‘Home Screen’ page. This option will disable badges for apps installed on your Home Screen. I always keep this enabled.

Focus can be disabled from the Lock Screen. Your currently active Focus is also displayed on the Lock Screen as a button underneath the clock. Tapping this button reveals the same Focus UI found in Control Center, which lets you disable a Focus from the Lock Screen.


[image: Long-press the Focus icon to open the Focus menu.]Long-press the Focus icon to open the Focus menu.

You can optionally dim the Lock Screen and hide notifications from it. You can find this option in Settings ⇾ Focus under the selected mode’s ‘Lock Screen’ page. I prefer to keep the dimming option turned off, but I like to show silenced notifications on the Lock Screen.

iOS 15 will suggest apps and people for allowed notifications based on your “past activity”. At least in theory. Apple claims that iOS and iPadOS 15 will use on-device intelligence to suggest different sets of people and apps for “work” and “personal” Focus modes. So far, the only recommendations I’ve seen were the ones available when setting up the built-in ‘Personal’ and ‘Work’ modes – and even then, those recommendations just seemed random to me. For context, iOS 15 suggested my mom, a contact in Apple PR, and my favorite seafood restaurant1 in the same Focus.



Myke calls these ‘The Ticci Trilogy’.



I should also note that I, like others, work from home, so maybe the system isn’t able to differentiate my activity by location? As with other “intelligent” features of iOS, I usually just ignore these claims.

iOS 15 will also suggest different Focus modes based on your context. Same as above. Apple says the system will rely on “signals” such as time of day and location to suggest different Focus modes. But where? And how? I’ve never seen these suggestions, so I’m not sure.

You can “install” multiple copies of the same app for different Home Screens. If you, like me, plan on setting up multiple Home Screens for different Focus modes, you’ll be happy to know you can add multiple icons for the same app in both iOS and iPadOS 15. To do this, simply drag an app from the App Library or Spotlight onto the Home Screen multiple times, and you’ll end up with multiple copies of it. I found this useful when setting a standalone music Home Screen: I wanted to show the Music icon on both my ‘regular’ Home Screen and the dedicated music one, so I installed two icons for the same app and put them on separate pages. Of course, there’s also the meme version of this.


[image: Pretty much sums up my brain this summer.]Pretty much sums up my brain this summer.






iPadOS 15

Show the Shelf for an app inside another app. Here’s an odd Shelf technicality: because it’s only displayed in apps, you can show the Shelf for an app while using a different app by right-clicking its icon in the dock. However, this won’t work on the Home Screen, where you’ll still get the old Exposé UI with large window thumbnails.


[image: I’m using Notes, but I can see the Shelf for Safari because I clicked ‘Show All Windows’ on its dock icon.]I’m using Notes, but I can see the Shelf for Safari because I clicked ‘Show All Windows’ on its dock icon.


[image: You can see an app-specific app switcher by clicking ‘Show All Windows’ on app icons on the Home Screen.]You can see an app-specific app switcher by clicking ‘Show All Windows’ on app icons on the Home Screen.

Show the Shelf from an app’s icon in the dock. Even if the app you’re currently using doesn’t have any open windows, you can open its Shelf by clicking its icon in the dock once. This can be useful for those times when you want to create a new window but the app doesn’t have a specific UI element or keyboard shortcut to do that.

A special Shelf button in Mail. At the bottom of Mail’s sidebar on iPad, you’ll find a button that does something special I haven’t seen in any other Apple app for iPad: a Shelf button. Click it, and you’ll invoke the Shelf for Mail so you can see all the open windows you have in the app.


[image: Why does Mail have a Shelf button?]Why does Mail have a Shelf button?

I don’t think there’s an official API for developers to implement the same button in their apps. Why just Mail then? Why not show the same button in, say, Notes or Reminders? The truth is out there, and I’m going to find out.

An easier way to dismiss Slide Over. New in iPadOS 15, you can now dismiss a Slide Over app by quickly swiping it up with three fingers. Doing this will instantly resize Slide Over and tuck it away in the right corner of the screen, where you’ll see a pulling indicator for a few seconds.




Sorry, it appears your system either does not support video playback or cannot play the video format provided.




Quickly dismissing Slide Over in iPadOS 15.


Hide Slide Over on the left side of the screen. Speaking of Slide Over, for the first time since its introduction, you can now hide the Slide Over window on the left side of the screen. You can do this with a combination of keyboard shortcuts: ⌘⌥← to move the Slide Over window to the left, then ⌘ to hide it. Alternatively, you can use the three-finger gesture I mentioned above.

It appears iPadOS doesn’t fully like this method, though: when Slide Over is hidden on the left, you’ll see a permanent pull indicator pinned to the left side of the screen that reminds you Slide Over is there and never goes away.


[image: That’s what you see when you hide Slide Over on the left.]That’s what you see when you hide Slide Over on the left.

A keyboard shortcut to invoke context menus. iPadOS 15 introduces a new keyboard shortcut to invoke context menus without a long press: ⌃Return. You can try this one by selecting a document in Files or an image in Photos and opening the context menu without touching the screen or right-clicking on the trackpad.

Display global keyboard shortcuts without holding down the Globe key. If you want to remember iPadOS 15’s new global keyboard shortcuts without having to wait an extra second by holding down the Globe key, there’s an even faster way to do it: press the new Globe + M keyboard shortcut, and the global shortcuts view will come up instantly.

Access dictation settings in the minimized keyboard shortcuts bar. If you try to dictate something on your iPad, but something isn’t right and want to tweak dictation settings, you can do so by clicking the microphone button in the minimized keyboard shortcuts bar.


[image: Right-click the microphone button to access dictation settings.]Right-click the microphone button to access dictation settings.

Navigate inside apps with a keyboard shortcut. You can now use the ⌘[ keyboard shortcut to “pop” navigation and go back one level in an app’s hierarchy. In Files, for instance, you can use this keyboard shortcut to go back to the previous folder.






Shortcuts

Next action suggestions. At the bottom of the editor on iPhone, or in a standalone section in the new editor sidebar on iPad, you’ll find new ‘next action suggestions’ provided automatically by the system. This isn’t the first time Apple has attempted a similar feature to help users easily find the next action to add to a shortcut; as before, results tend to be hit or miss for power users.

I have occasionally saved time by tapping one of the action suggestions because I did, in fact, want to add one of them, but I find them useless most of the time. I think these are meant for less experienced users of the app, so I’m glad they exist, but I don’t take advantage of them since they’re not that smart.


[image: Next action suggestions are contextual to the current shortcut in the editor.]Next action suggestions are contextual to the current shortcut in the editor.

A few SiriKit intents have been removed. As confirmed by Apple earlier this summer, SiriKit intents for ride booking, configuration of vehicles via Siri over CarPlay, and third-party Photo Search, initially launched in iOS 10, have been removed in iOS and iPadOS 15. It’s unclear why the company abruptly cut off support for these domains in iOS 15, but it’s easy to imagine that adoption among developers was very low. Unfortunately, this also means that triggering actions based on those SiriKit intents will result in an error in iOS and iPadOS 15.

New glyphs for the Home Screen. Lastly, Apple added a variety of new built-in glyphs for shortcuts this year. There are new symbols for objects, people, and more, which increase the options you have when adding a shortcut to the Home Screen. The most important one? Finally, MusicBot can be installed with a native robot glyph on the Home Screen:


[image: That’s a cute robot.]That’s a cute robot.






Notes

Converting folders to smart folders. If you want to turn a regular folder into a smart one, iOS 15 lets you do that: open the folder, press the ‘More’ (ellipsis) button next to the folder’s name, then choose ‘Convert to Smart Folder’. As explained by the system, the folder’s name will be applied as a tag to all notes contained in the folder, and the operation can’t be undone. All notes in the newly created smart folder are moved back into the standard ‘Notes’ folder; you can’t convert folders that contain sub-folders, locked notes, or shared notes, and you can’t convert shared folders either.

If you create a note when viewing a tag, the tag is automatically applied to the new note. If you’re browsing by tag in the tag browser and create a new note (press the compose button or hit ⌘N), the new note is automatically created with the selected tag as the first line of text.

You can create a smart folder when viewing a tag. Similarly, if you’re viewing a tag and want to quickly create a smart folder for it, hit More ⇾ Create Smart Folder, and you’ll be able to save a smart folder with the correct tag filter already applied.

Tag settings. In Settings ⇾ Notes, you can choose to disable the ability to automatically create tags when you enter a space after #text. If you turn this off, you’ll have to select that text and manually convert it into a tag from the copy and paste menu.


[image: Manually converting text into a tag.]Manually converting text into a tag.

Quick Note settings. Also in Settings, you can choose to disable the ability to resume the last Quick Note instead of creating a new one every time; you can also turn off the deeplinks suggested by the system with the ‘Add Link’ button and disable the ability for Notes to suggest related notes that contain deeplinks when you’re using your iPad.






Safari

The new download flow. When you download a file in Safari for iOS 15, a download indicator appears in the address bar next to the aA menu, showing your download progress. When the download is finished, the button turns blue. You can then tap the menu to find a ‘Downloads’ button that shows you ongoing and completed downloads from the web; as before, these get automatically saved to Files in a location of your choosing, which you can configure in Settings ⇾ Safari ⇾ Downloads.


[image: The new Safari download flow in iOS 15.]The new Safari download flow in iOS 15.

Website tinting. If you want to give Safari a bit more personality, you can enable a ‘Show Color in Tab Bar’ option in Settings that lets the browser use the key color of each website’s header as the background color for the top toolbar on both iPhone and iPad. This visual effect is particularly prominent on iPad, where custom website colors actually take over the entire top toolbar, including the tab bar:


[image: Somehow, I don’t think a green Safari is a good idea.]Somehow, I don’t think a green Safari is a good idea.

While I thought this UI mode was fun and different at first, I’ve since disabled it as I found it made it harder for me to read text, tell tabs apart, and see the blue icons of active extensions. Some website colors just do not work well as background colors for a toolbar, and they negatively impact the legibility of an iPad app that is already struggling with visual clarity. Give it a try in Settings ⇾ Safari if you want to, but I do not recommend it.

Pull to refresh. On both the iPhone and iPad, the new Safari supports pull to refresh. I don’t use this often since I prefer to refresh with ⌘R or via the dedicated refresh button in the address bar, but I guess it’s a nice option to have if you’re accustomed to reloading apps this way and have been wishing for a similar gesture in the browser.

The landscape tab bar on iPhone. If you’re one of the few people using Safari in landscape mode on iPhone, I think you’ll be extremely pleased to know that Apple added a setting to disable the tab bar in landscape. This is where I think the argument in favor of saving precious vertical pixels actually makes some sense. However, because I never use Safari in landscape except once a year for these reviews, I don’t really have a strong opinion about this.


[image: No tab bar in landscape for this iPhone.]No tab bar in landscape for this iPhone.


EPUB/media/file4.png
< Search 2:04 AM FriSep 17 eoe 7 all T

O © N - @ e o U

Notes Intro

#reviewEdits

Pinned v
66
For AppStories+ subscribers: older
Monday Get longer, ad-free episodes of @a
Introduction - ticci-mind-map -
Dashboard et Obsidian Publish '
8/31/21 Play Metroid: Zero Mission 5 publish.obsidian.md

Move to right before ‘Ul

[Mafes
66
@ Intro ' made
Yesterday #reviewEdits
Introduction - ticci-mind-map -
© Compatibility and Setup ' Obsidian Publish '
Yesterday #reviewEdits publish.obsidian.md
® Design Maybe use ‘last’ instead of ‘older’
Yesterday #reviewEdits '
66
©® Focus and Notifications ' dozens of handy tweaks, but not as
Yesterday #reviewEdits
memorable.
© IPados edits ' Introduction - ticci-mind-map -
Yesterday #reviewEdits Obsidian Publish '
publish.obsidian.md
Hey,
9/4/21 Thanks for the email and your interes.. Consider changing to ‘dozens of handy but less memorable tweaks’
Test ) - 66
8/31/21 Handwritten note
else

@ Casa del Mare

8/30/21 Spesa Introduction - ticci-mind-map -
Obsidian Publish '

Hey publish.obsidian.md
, —
8/29/21 So sorry for the issue. This happene y =
29 Y e Delete g0t £
W‘_?
Lista Spesa i = +
8/5/21 Rucola E
requ\:oi R 2
14 Notes macsto macstories.net New,Window
Intrad:Si

Obsidi






EPUB/media/cover-image.png
FEDERICO VITICCI

10S and iIPadOS 15:
The Detaills

CLUB MACSTORIES EXCLUSIVE BOOK





EPUB/media/file8.jpg
Hey,

8/29/21 So sorry for the

1e. This happene

Lista Spesa
/21 Rucola

14 Notes %

Dictation Settings...

Italiano

v English (US)
| Okay | You






EPUB/media/file13.png
sixcolors

BY JASON SNELL & DAN MOREN

ABO ARCHIVE SPONSOR SIGN IN MEMBERSHIP TOPICS
THIS WEEK'S SPONSOR

Daylite - Award-winning CRM and productivity for Mac-based small businesses.

BY JASON SNELL APPLE’S CHIP OPERATION AND THE A15
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Dylan Patel, in a post with a laughably doom-and-gloom headline that nevertheless makes some
interesting points about Apple’s chipmaking division and the A15 processor:

It appears Apple has not changed the CPU much this generation. SemiAnalysis believes that the next
generation core was delayed out of 2021 into 2022 due to CPU engineer resource problems... Instead of
anew CPU core, they are using a modified version of last year’s core. One of these modifications is
related to the CPU core’s MMU. This work was being done for the upcoming colloquially named “M1X"
generation of Mac chips. Part of the reason for this change is related to larger memory sizes and
virtualization features/support.

Apple has, according to multiple sources, had a bit of a brain drain from its chipmaking division
recently—Patel says Apple's chief CPU architect and 100 other engineers left in 2019 to create a
startup that was bought by Qualcomm, and more recently a new startup was founded with more
senior Apple engineers.

Is that the reason for the A15 not being potentially as huge a performance leap as recent
generations? Maybe. What about COVID? Seems possible. And, as Patel points out, Apple’s chip
architects have also had to do extra work to create chips that fulfill the needs of the Mac, and
that's not nothing.

—Linked by Jason Snell
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