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iOS and iPadOS 14 Tips




Home Screen and App Library

Hiding Home Screen pages. Enter jiggle mode on the Home Screen and tap the page indicators (dots) at the bottom to open the new ‘Edit Pages’ screen. Here, by simply pressing on checkboxes underneath each page, you can hide entire Home Screen pages and rest assured you’ll still be able to launch every app via Search or the App Library.


[image: You can disable Home Screen pages by entering jiggle mode and tapping the page indicators.]You can disable Home Screen pages by entering jiggle mode and tapping the page indicators.

Activating jiggle mode. Here’s a fun fact about jiggle mode in iOS 14: you can activate it the old fashioned way by long-pressing icons and holding until they start shaking; alternatively, you can now long-press anywhere on any empty space on the Home Screen to quickly activate jiggle mode. The easiest way to do this is, by far, pressing the empty space around the page indicators at the bottom of any Home Screen page.

App Library functionality. You can also long-press app icons in the App Library to see quick actions (like on the Home Screen) as well as drag icons out of the App Library to add them back to the Home Screen.


[image: You can search and long-press app icons in the App Library.]You can search and long-press app icons in the App Library.

New app default location. The integration between Home Screen and App Library extends to the App Store. In Settings ⇾ Home Screen, you’ll find an option to choose whether new app downloads from the App Store should be added to the Home Screen (the old default behavior) or only to the App Library, without showing an icon on the Home Screen by default anymore. Offering this kind of control makes sense: if you’re trying to clean up your Home Screen but don’t want to give up on downloading new apps and games from the App Store, this option is the perfect middle ground; furthermore, the Recently Added section of the App Library makes it easy to find and launch newly downloaded apps. This Settings page is also where you’ll find an option to show notification badges in the App Library.




Widgets

Modifying Smart Stacks. By default, the Smart Stack uses a ‘Smart Rotate’ setting to automatically rotate through widgets during the day based on signals captured by on-device intelligence such as time, location, and user activity. You can, of course, flip through widgets manually any time you want, but if you don’t want the Smart Stack to rotate widgets at all to begin with, you can disable smart rotation and turn it into a regular stack. You can also rearrange the order of widgets suggested in the Smart Stack as well as delete specific ones by swiping across them.


[image: Configuring the Smart Stack.]Configuring the Smart Stack.

You can also add more widgets to the Smart Stack after it’s been installed by dropping a widget on top of it; when hovering with a widget over another one of the same size, a translucent outline appears next to it suggesting you’re creating a stack, similarly to when you drag an app icon onto another to create a folder.

Manual widget stacks. You can put up to 10 widgets in the same stack, and you can also enable smart rotation for regular stacks, meaning you can make your own Smart Stack without using Apple’s default suggestions.

Training Siri Suggestions. The Siri Suggestions widget, which is usually included in the Smart Stack, can also be trained to surface specific shortcuts less by long-pressing it and selecting ‘Suggest Shortcut Less’.


[image: You can train suggestions shown in the Siri Suggestions widget.]You can train suggestions shown in the Siri Suggestions widget.




Phone Calls

Compact UI. You can swipe down on the new call banner to bring it into full screen and get the usual pre-iOS 14 design, but you can also swipe the banner up and make the call continue ringing in the status bar.


[image: You can swipe an incoming call upward and let it keep ringing into the status bar.]You can swipe an incoming call upward and let it keep ringing into the status bar.

Back to the old ways. If, for some reason, you like phone calls to still be displayed in full screen when your device is unlocked, you can revert to the old iOS 13 design in Settings ⇾ Phone ⇾ Incoming Calls and pick the ‘Full Screen’ option




Reminders

Assigning tasks to collaborators. Reminders in iOS 14 lets you assign tasks to a person collaborating on a list with you. When you select a reminder in a shared list, you’ll find a new person icon in the extra keyboard row; tap it, and you’ll get an inline picker to choose the person who should be responsible for that reminder. The profile picture of the assignee will also be displayed next to the reminder’s title in the list, and you can tap it to remove the assignment or reassign it to someone else. The ability to specifically assign reminders was long overdue, and this addition makes it possible to use Reminders as a lightweight task manager in a shared environment. It’s especially timely considering the resurgence of remote work this year.


[image: Assigning a reminder in iOS 14.]Assigning a reminder in iOS 14.

But what if you end up with an eager collaborator who’s really into assigning reminders to you? Fear not – you can mute notifications for assigned tasks in Settings ⇾ Reminders. No more worrying about your spouse clicking that Assign button like there’s no tomorrow.

Customizing list styles. The customization options for regular Reminders lists have grown. You can now choose from an additional 12 symbols (there are 72 symbols in total); if none of them suit your taste, you can now also use any emoji as a list’s icon. When you pick an emoji, it’ll be displayed on top of the color you set for the selected list. Surprisingly, you’re still limited to 12 color options for lists and you can’t choose any other color with the new iOS 14 color picker. I like the personalization granted by emoji though, and it’s nice to see these cute little characters being used in contexts other than messaging.


[image: You can now use emoji as icons for Reminders lists.]You can now use emoji as icons for Reminders lists.

Batch actions. There are new batch actions when multiple reminders are selected at once. Previously, you could only move or delete reminders; in iOS 14, you can also batch reschedule, flag, complete, and assign them with a single action.


[image: More options for batch actions in iOS 14.]More options for batch actions in iOS 14.

New keyboard shortcuts on iPad. Reminders features an expanded selection of keyboard shortcuts on iPad for both lists and selected items, bringing the iPad app close to the Mac experience for managing reminders without touching the screen.






Date and Time Picker

Typing times. In the new date and time picker, you can select the hour and minute portions of the time by tapping them. You can tell you’re editing either the hour or minute if only one part of the time is highlighted with a different font color. It’s not immediately apparent you can do this, and I wonder if there’s any way Apple could explain this otherwise “invisible” gesture to less tech-savvy folks.


[image: In iOS 14, you can enter times by typing them or scrolling the (much smaller) wheel.]In iOS 14, you can enter times by typing them or scrolling the (much smaller) wheel.

Scrolling dates. You can optionally scroll on hour and minute boxes, but the wheel isn’t completely gone for picking dates either: if you want to quickly change the selected month or year, tap the chevron next to the month in the top left corner and you’ll be presented with a classic date picker, only limited to months and years.




Color Picker

Saving colors. You can save colors and reuse them across apps using the new color picker. Save the currently selected color by tapping the ‘+’ button at the bottom of the picker; you can delete a previously favorited color by long-pressing it and hitting ‘Delete’. Saved colors are shared system-wide by the color picker, so if you saved some in Markup, you’ll get access to the same colors in Notes, Curlicues, and all other apps that use the native color picker.


[image: The new color picker.]The new color picker.

Switching between Display P3 and sRGB colors. From the color picker’s Sliders tab, you can set specific red/green/blue levels (with a slider or number pad) as well as enter the Hex code for Display P3 or sRGB colors. To toggle between the two color spaces, you need to tap the blue text label.




Apple Pencil, Scribble, and Markup

Scribble gestures. In addition to writing into text fields, you can also manipulate text inside text fields with new Scribble-specific Apple Pencil gestures that let you delete words, make selections, insert spaces, and join words. These gestures (and Scribble itself) are explained to you the first time you connect an Apple Pencil to an iPad running iPadOS 14, but you can also go through the onboarding process and associated demo under Settings ⇾ Pencil ⇾ Try Scribble. The gestures are:


	Delete: You can remove words in editable text fields by scratching them out, either vertically or horizontally.

	Select: Circle or draw a line over text to select it, which will make the default copy and paste popup menu appear.

	Insert: Tap and hold with the Pencil anywhere in a text field to make room to write additional text.

	Join: You can join characters or separate words by drawing a vertical line before or after any character.



Differing Scribble palettes. There are some fascinating implementations of Scribble’s floating palette in iPadOS 14. If you’re writing in Mail, the palette will give you options for the font picker, image and document insertion, and more – essentially replicating the buttons you’d get in the QuickType bar when using the keyboard. Based on the same idea, in Reminders the palette features options for time and location settings.

[image: The Scribble palette in Reminders.] [image: The special Scribble palette in Mail.]




iPad Sidebars

Gestures for sidebars. Sidebars can be invoked and dismissed with swipes from the edge of the display or with the trackpad by swiping with two fingers over an app’s title bar at the top.

Context menus in sidebars. Items in the sidebar can invoke their own context menus: as seen in Music, you can long-press/right-click playlists in the sidebar to reveal a context menu with various playback options.




Messages

Using mentions. New this year is the ability to mention users directly in a conversation, which you may want to do to grab someone’s attention. Unfortunately, this is another case of Apple getting a new feature only partially right. You can’t mention users via the popular ‘@’ character used by any other messaging service that deals with mentions: in Messages for iOS 14, you have to write the recipient’s full name and pay attention to the text, which will turn gray; at that point, you can tap the light gray text to display a “mention bubble” for the user; tap it, and the person’s name will turn blue, suggesting you’re going to mention that person directly in the conversation.


[image: Mentioning someone in an iMessage thread.]Mentioning someone in an iMessage thread.

The inclusion of mentions has also brought new settings to control how you’re getting notified by Messages. In Settings ⇾ Messages ⇾ Mentions, you’ll find a new toggle that lets you be notified for direct mentions even if a conversation has been silenced.

Conversation pinning methods. You can pin specific conversations by swiping right on them, long-pressing and choosing ‘Pin’ from the context menu, or even using drag and drop.




Music

Long-pressing playlists. My favorite addition to the sidebar is the inclusion of playlists: not only are they easier to find now (you no longer have to navigate to Library ⇾ Playlists), but you can even long-press one to get instant access to various playback options right from the sidebar itself.


[image: Long-press playlists in the sidebar for quick actions.]Long-press playlists in the sidebar for quick actions.

Drag and drop songs. And that’s not all: since your playlists are always shown in the sidebar now, this means you can quickly add a song to a playlist with drag and drop on iPad, which is something that has already become second nature to me.


[image: You can use drag and drop to quickly add songs to playlists in the sidebar.]You can use drag and drop to quickly add songs to playlists in the sidebar.




Photos and Camera

Add captions in Photos. A feature that has long existed on the Mac has found its way to Photos for iPhone and iPad: captions. If you want to add a description to a photo, swipe up and type out a caption in the new field; captions sync across devices with iCloud so you can also see them on the iPad and Mac. Besides adding descriptive labels to photos, the utility of captions is that you can later search your photos with words contained in them.


[image: You can add captions to photos in iOS 14.]You can add captions to photos in iOS 14.

Filter your collection in Photos. In various sections of the Photos app, including Library and Albums, you’ll see a new button at the top of the screen to access additional filtering and view options. Once selected, the new Filters screen allows you to filter your collection by favorites, edited, photos, and videos, which is a nice way to find the items you’re looking for without switching views inside the app.


[image: New filters for the Photos app in iOS 14.]New filters for the Photos app in iOS 14.

Truly ‘Hidden’ album. Another tweak that a lot of people are going to appreciate is the ability to hide the Hidden album – which Photos automatically generates the first time you hide an item from any of the app’s views. If you want to keep your secrets even more, well, secret, you can enable this option in Settings ⇾ Photos ⇾ Hidden Album.

Burst mode shortcut. Additionally, there’s a new option in Settings ⇾ Camera to take pictures in burst mode by pressing the Volume Up button.

Mirrored selfies. Also in Settings, you’ll find a long-requested option: mirrored selfies. When ‘Mirror Front Camera’ is enabled, your selfies will reflect the front camera preview rather than ending up flipped, which I know is something a lot of my friends have been wishing the Camera could do for years. Now, you can capture selfies knowing that what you see is what you get.




Emoji and Dictation

Emoji keyboard. Apple has changed how the emoji keyboard is displayed in iPadOS 14 while you’re using an external keyboard: it’s now a popover instead of a full-size keyboard (if you’re using the regular software keyboard, the emoji one is unchanged). There are also new ways to activate the emoji popover from an external keyboard: in addition to a new button in the keyboard menu (accessed from the right end of the keyboard row), there is also a new option in Settings to instantly bring up emoji by pressing the Globe key once. This can be found in Settings ⇾ General ⇾ Keyboard ⇾ Hardware Keyboard ⇾ Press Globe for Emoji. Once enabled, pressing the Globe key on an external keyboard will bring up the emoji popover right away; you’ll still be able to cycle through installed keyboards with the ⇧⌃Space keyboard shortcut.

Easier access to dictation. If you’re using an external keyboard with your iPad, you can now assign a shortcut to toggle dictation right away. You can customize this keyboard shortcut in Settings ⇾ General ⇾ Keyboard ⇾ Dictation Shortcut; by default, it’s double-pressing the Control key.




Share Sheet

Condensed share extensions. Apple has built a (hidden) new UI to fix one of the most confusing aspects of document management and the share sheet in iOS 13: the difference between sharing a document with an app and opening it in-place without creating a duplicate copy. Now instead of displaying two similarly-named share extensions in the share sheet for share and open modes, iOS 14 will show an app’s extension once. Then, if the app supports both modes, you can long-press the icon to choose whether you want to share the selected document with the app or open it in-place. The difference between share and open in-place is known to few people who know what they’re doing with file management, so I think hiding these options behind a long press is fine, given the audience. The share sheet is cleaner as a result, and the functionality remains intact.


[image: Long-press a compatible app in the share sheet to access the new open and share modes for files.]Long-press a compatible app in the share sheet to access the new open and share modes for files.

Training contact suggestions. The other place where you can long press in the share sheet now is the row of contact suggestions at the top. If you’d like the system to not show a specific contact in there, you can long-press it and select ‘Suggest Less’. I’ve done this to remove my mom from sharing suggestions because, although we talk every day, I never want to send her links from Safari and the share sheet.


[image: Long-press contacts to suggest them less or remove them from the share sheet completely with a new iOS 14 setting (right).]Long-press contacts to suggest them less or remove them from the share sheet completely with a new iOS 14 setting (right).

Disabling contact suggestions. Also new this year: you can disable sharing suggestions in the share sheet altogether by turning them off in Settings ⇾ Siri & Search ⇾ Suggestions when Sharing. Doing this will revert the share sheet to its pre-iOS 13 structure with share extensions at the top, followed by actions.




Everything Else

Contact profile photo options. The editing screen to update a contact’s profile picture has been updated, and it now includes new options for colors and emoji, which work similarly to the Reminders app. You can mix and match emoji and colors of your choice in a profile picture, which adds a bit of fun to an otherwise boring app.


[image: More options for editing profile pictures in iOS 14.]More options for editing profile pictures in iOS 14.

Searching storage by app. You can search the storage of your iPhone and iPad from Settings this year. The search feature is limited to searching for app names, and you can use it to find out which apps are using too much storage on your device and either offload or delete them.


[image: Searching device storage in iOS 14.]Searching device storage in iOS 14.

Apps will be listed alphabetically in the list that comes up when searching your local storage, and you’ll be able to see when you last used each one, which should make the decision to let go of some of them a little bit easier.

Translate offline mode. Translate relies on iOS’ intelligence and machine learning to detect languages automatically and perform translations; if you’re in a foreign country without a data connection, you can choose to use Translate completely offline, but you’ll have to download languages on your device beforehand. To set the app to offline mode, you can visit Settings ⇾ Translate ⇾ On-device mode.

Change Picture in Picture size. In addition to arriving on iPhone for the first time, there is one notable addition to Picture in Picture in iOS and iPadOS 14: now, you can double-tap the video player to switch between two different sizes; as before, you can also pinch the video player to make it bigger or smaller.


[image: You can make the Picture in Picture window smaller or hide it in a corner.]You can make the Picture in Picture window smaller or hide it in a corner.

New Siri settings. There are a few settings to control Siri’s appearance if you’re not a fan of the default compact mode. In Settings ⇾ Siri & Search ⇾ Siri Responses, you can choose to show Siri captions and speech. With captions, you’ll always see a transcription of all Siri dialog; this helps if you, like me, prefer to keep Siri silent at all times but want to see the assistant’s response in addition to the results card.


[image: Using Siri with and without captions.]Using Siri with and without captions.

If you enable the option to show speech, you’ll get a transcription for what you asked Siri. You’d probably want to turn on this feature for two reasons: if you want to make sure you can see what the assistant understood from your request; and to gain the ability to edit the request and make a new one by typing a different command. You can do so by tapping the caption and typing an edited request in the text field that appears, effectively bringing some of the convenience of ‘Type to Siri’ to the voice-based activation method.

Hidden controls behind back buttons. Pull-down menus have been used for one of the new system shortcuts in iOS 14: in any app that features a native ‘Back’ button for navigation (such as Settings), you can long-press it to show a pull-down menu with the current navigation hierarchy, which lets you quickly jump back to a specific page.


[image: Long-press the Back button in apps to show navigation in a pull-down menu.]Long-press the Back button in apps to show navigation in a pull-down menu.

Enhance recordings in Voice Memos. Apple has added an intelligent audio enhancement tool to Voice Memos called ‘Enhance Recording’ that, with the tap a button, reduces background noises and room reverberation from your recordings, making conversations easier to follow. You can find the Enhance Recording option from the Edit screen, represented by a magic wand button.


[image: Tap this button to enhance the audio quality of a recording in Voice Memos.]Tap this button to enhance the audio quality of a recording in Voice Memos.

Controlling sliders. In an effort to make iOS and iPadOS (and therefore Mac Catalyst apps) more consistent with macOS, you can now tap or click a slider’s track to adjust the knob’s position without needing to manually slide it.


[image: iOS 14’s slider is now slightly thicker to better support tapping on it.]iOS 14’s slider is now slightly thicker to better support tapping on it.
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