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Introduction
Since Club MacStories was launched in 2015, nearly every issue of MacStories Weekly has featured a Favorite iOS or Mac app. It's a chance for the MacStories team to spotlight an app that we believe deserves members' attention. Sometimes that's because the app fills a need in a unique way, and other times it's because the app has stood the test of time, distinguishing itself from other apps in its category.
We collected the Favorites from the first year of the Club in an eBook called Club MacStories: Year One iBook, which is available from the Club downloads page. Since then, we have covered over 140 more Favorites. With so many apps spread over 150 issues of Weekly, we thought it would be the perfect time to collect them in one place for Club members. A few apps that are no longer available have been omitted from the collection, but everything else is faithfully reproduced with links back to the original issues of MacStories Weekly.
You'll find many contributions from Federico, John, and Ryan as well as Favorites from past MacStories team members Graham Spencer and Jake Underwood. We hope you enjoy revisiting apps you’ve used for years and discovering new gems that you may have missed in past issues of the newsletter.
Happy New Year!
	- The MacStories Team
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Instagram
John: Instagram has been around since 2010 and had begun to show its age. Until recently, Instagram stubbornly held on to a skeuomorphic icon so dated that it became a meme of sorts. Instagram was also slow to adopt new iOS features like extensions. In the past few months though, a positive trend has emerged that has put the photo sharing social network back on my Home screen.
With a series of updates over the past several months, Instagram has begun to pull out of its rut. The app now sports a modern, flat icon, a share extension, and a whole new Stories feature similar to Snapchat Stories. There still isn’t an iPad app, you cannot take landscape shots, and the resolution of photos taken in the app is limited, but Instagram is beginning to feel fresh again.
Instagram is effectively two apps in one now. There’s the familiar timeline that’s been around since the beginning for sharing your photos and viewing your friends’ photos. Newly added though, is Stories, which is designed for sharing more ephemeral moments, much like Snapchat’s feature of the same name.
You access Stories by swiping right on the view of your timeline, which activates the camera. From there, you can take still shots or video and apply text and simple drawings. To see your friends’ Stories, tap on their avatars that are lined up at the top of Instagram’s Home tab. The images and videos in your friends’ Stories will begin to auto-play in a slideshow.
I’ll admit, I was skeptical about Stories at first. Stories didn’t sound like it would fit well with Instagram’s timeline of carefully chosen photos, but Stories makes Instagram feel more personal. Instead of seeing just the best photos my friends take, I get snippets of their everyday lives, which is a nice way to stay in touch and feel more connected with them. If you haven’t used Instagram in a while, it’s worth another look.
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Soulver
Graham: When I need to calculate something, I go to PCalc. But when I need to think through a problem which involves several calculations, I go to Soulver on iOS or Soulver on the Mac.
The power of Soulver is that rather than having your calculations sit in isolation from each other, you can instead add narrations, and refer back to previous lines of calculation. This allows you to think through a problem, step by step, and create a written record of it for future reference – complete with an explanation of each line (if you choose).
A few years ago I found Soulver particularly useful for working through tutorial problems for a few of my units in Economics. Stepping through the problem in Soulver was a great way to make sure I understood the problem, as I went through each line of calculation. But it was also incredibly useful when it came time for revision, as I now had clear instructions on how to solve the problem. Beyond study, I’ve used it for various situations such as comparing prices for different products (such as mobile phone plans) to see which was more affordable for me.
Soulver can sync over iCloud or Dropbox, and there are also a selection of export options too, if you need to share some calculations with someone else. Beyond the standard calculations, Soulver can do currency conversions and will understand some natural language phrases such as “10% of $49.50”.
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Piloteer
Graham: A game I've been enjoying a lot in recent weeks is Piloteer, available on the iPhone and iPad. This game is all about completing various stunts and tasks as you fly around with a jetpack. It is extraordinarily difficult to master the jetpack at first, and you will crash a lot. But as you practice and complete the stunts you will get better, and this is immensely satisfying. Of course, as you get better and complete the stunts, the game also gets more and more difficult by giving you more challenging stunts to complete. Perhaps some people will find themselves frustrated by the game's difficulty, but personally I found that the balance between frustration and satisfaction when you complete a challenge is delicately balanced, almost to perfection. 
There are two game modes – a career mode and free fly mode. The game has three different environments, and the design is really beautiful, with a kind of Paper Mario aesthetic in a dark and almost steampunk world. The piano soundtrack in the background is also a nice touch. 
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TaskPaper
John: Over the weekend, I like to map out the upcoming week. Every week is a mix of deadlines and unstructured time, but the hours available are always finite. I use TaskPaper to understand where there is flexibility for long term projects and other things that don’t have a hard deadline.
I also use 2Do to manage tasks, but when I’m big-picture planning I don’t want to see the minutia of my tasks. 2Do has great filters and search that can help with this, but TaskPaper fits better with the way I think when I’m planning. TaskPaper is also very low friction, which makes it an ideal planning and brainstorming app. Working in what is essentially plain text is an ideal way to get tasks out of my brain quickly. What’s more, the ability to structure tasks as a hierarchical outline fits perfectly with the way I organize projects. TaskPaper feels like jotting down lists in a notebook, but with the power of software hidden just below the surface.
As simple as TaskPaper looks, it blows simple paper lists away with powerful organizational, search, and customization tools. Reordering tasks is just a matter of dragging and dropping them into place. For instance, you can drag one line or an item along with its children. I also appreciate that reordering tasks and everything from collapsing branches of an outline to promoting and demoting a task within the outline hierarchy can be accomplished with keyboard shortcuts. Fast navigation and manipulation of task lists is crucial to how I use TaskPaper.
Although I personally use TaskPaper for relatively simple, short task lists, it is also flexible enough to handle complex projects. Powerful search functionality and the ability to focus on specific parts of a list keep bigger projects from getting overwhelming. That ability to scale from a simple grocery list to a complex multi-faceted project is uncommonly hard to pull off, but TaskPaper does it by making the app simple at its core, but building in powerful features that are readily available if they suit your needs.
For more on TaskPaper, check out my review of version 3.0 on MacStories.
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Deliveries for watchOS
John: Deliveries has been a MacStories favorite for a long time. It’s the best way to track packages on iOS devices and the Mac. Deliveries for iOS comes with an excellent watchOS app too.
Deliveries for the Watch is limited to tracking your packages. You can’t input tracking numbers or other information necessary to set up a new package to track. That’s fine, because entering a long FedEx or UPS tracking number on a Watch would undoubtedly be an error-prone and tedious endeavor. Instead, Deliveries syncs with the package data stored on your paired iPhone.
I don’t use Deliveries on my Watch often, but there are certain times of the year like the holidays and when my kids go back to school when I’m likely to be tracking several packages at once. On those occasions, and especially if packages are being delivered to multiple destinations, it is nice to be able to quickly check on what’s been delivered and what hasn’t. It’s also perfect for days like today when I’m waiting for my iPhone 7 Plus to be delivered.
Each package you are tracking shows the number of days until it will be delivered, the name of the delivery, and its current status. Force pressing the summary view gives you the option to refresh the delivery data. Tap on an entry and it takes you to a full-screen detail view that expands on the summary to include your package’s current location, information about the delivery company, and a map of the route your package has taken. Long pressing the detail view gives you the option to refresh it or archive the delivery.
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Castro 2
Graham: Castro 2, which launched a few months ago, is my podcast app of choice. It may not have all the bells and whistles of Overcast or Pocket Casts, but it is delightful and innovative in its own ways that makes it a terrific option for a lot of people.
What stands out most about Castro 2 is its simple but ingenious idea of triaging your podcast subscriptions with an inbox and a queue. When you subscribe to podcasts you have the option of sending new episodes to the top (or bottom) of your queue, to your inbox, or straight to the archive. I’ve set this up to send new episodes of my favorite podcasts to the top of my queue, and most of my other podcasts to the inbox. Then, every few days, or when I’ve run out of things to listen to in my queue, I’ll review the inbox in Castro to see if there are any podcast episodes I’d like to listen to. If there are, I’ll send those to my queue, and I’ll archive the rest.
What are the bells and whistles that you might miss if you switch to Castro 2? Well at the top of that list are features like silence removal and voice boost, but also podcast discovery which is fairly rudimentary in Castro 2 compared to Pocket Casts and Overcast. But if you can live with those limitations, and like the concept of triaging your podcast subscriptions, Castro 2 is a great option. I think you’ll also be delighted by the design of Castro 2, and in particular some of its subtle animations which really add character to the app.
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Television Time
Federico: My girlfriend and I watch a lot of TV shows every week (in English without subtitles, which helps improve our understanding of the language) and, over the years, I’ve been switching between different clients to keep track of the episodes I’ve watched and those coming next. I’ve been using Television Time for the past couple of months, and I’ve discovered an excellent TV show tracker that takes advantage of the iPhone 7 with several design touches I appreciate.
First off, Television Time lets you add shows you’re watching or have watched, and it can sync episodes across the iPhone and iPad using iCloud or Trakt. I prefer Trakt because it’s a web service that integrates with a variety of apps beyond Television Time. When you tap on a show, you’re presented with a list of episodes; after adding a show, you can mark the most recent episode as watched and the app will ask you if you want to mark older episodes as watched too, which is useful when adding old shows to the library for archival purposes. When marking episodes as watched, or when scrubbing through the alphabetical index on the right, Television Time provides some delightful haptic feedback that complements the experience nicely.
My most used view in Television Time is the To Watch screen, where the app lists episodes you haven’t watched yet with the ability to sort them by name, episode count, or air date. You can discover new shows from a dedicated Discover section, and, if like me, you’re obsessed with stats, you can check out some interesting numbers about your viewing habits in the Stats area.
Television Time is a great TV show tracker with support for the latest iOS technologies: it has an iMessage app to share episodes, a watchOS 3 app with complications, a widget, links for external playback sources (including Netflix), 3D Touch, and lots more. I’m a big fan of developer Maximilian Litteral’s work – if you’re looking for a new way to manage your favorite TV shows, Television Time is a solid option.
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GoodNotes
John: I spend most of my day typing on a keyboard. Sometimes the keyboard is Magic; other times it’s just Smart, but either way, I find myself pressing keys for hours a day. Most of the time that’s fine, but sometimes I need a change of pace, especially when I’m tired or having a hard time getting ideas out of my head. For those times, I like to write longhand. The context switch slows me down a little, which helps me think and is more comfortable if I’m lying in bed.
GoodNotes is one of my favorite iOS note-taking apps. I recently reviewed Nebo, which has an edge over GoodNotes when it comes to handwriting recognition, but for simple note-taking that doesn’t require conversion to text, I prefer the flexibility of GoodNotes. Like many of its competitors, GoodNotes organizes notes into notebooks. Pages are the size of the iPad screen. New pages are added by swiping left. Although some of what I do in GoodNotes could be done with a real pen and paper, the advantage of GoodNotes is that I have access to all my research and other resources on my iPad.
GoodNotes has excellent Apple Pencil support. The stroke width of the pen can be adjusted in minute increments to just where I like it as can the color of the ink. These are little things, but they make a big difference to how it feels to write on the iPad. GoodNotes also has thoughtfully designed settings. For instance, if you are using the eraser, you can set GoodNotes to automatically switch back to the pen tool when you lift the Apple Pencil after you finish erasing.
The other reason I use GoodNotes for is marking up drafts. If Federico or someone else on the MacStories team asks me to comment on a draft article, I typically run it through 1Writer applying CSS that approximates the look of MacStories.net. Next, I open the article as a PDF in GoodNotes where I can mark it up by hand with the Apple Pencil.
This is my preferred method of editing for a few reasons. In part, it’s just habit from years of working on documents with pen and paper, but there are other advantages. My comments are just that – suggested changes. I don’t want to change the text of someone’s article and cause them to change it back if they disagree with my suggestion. Marking up an article by hand also helps me focus on the big picture better – the structure and flow of the article and not just a stray typo here and there. It’s a system that works particularly well now that we have Split View on the iPad. Federico can scroll through my PDF markup while he works in Ulysses making his own changes and incorporating mine where they make sense.
If you ever find yourself preferring pen and paper to typing, or feel like mixing up the context of your work might help you get unstuck, I highly recommend giving GoodNotes a try.
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Trello
Federico: Trello is a project management service based on the kanban paradigm: projects are organized in boards; each board is made of lists, and tasks in a list are called “cards”. Cards can contain additional information such as comments, files, or checklists; they can be assigned to collaborators; and, more importantly, cards can be moved between lists as their priority or completion status changes.
We’ve been using Trello for Club MacStories management for several months now, and it’s become an essential part of how we organize the content we publish in the newsletters and even how members can submit their own questions. At this point, Trello is just as important as Workflow or Todoist for us.
Beyond the iOS app – which gets the job done and supports Universal Links to easily open links to boards and cards – Trello offers an open API that enables other services to integrate with it. At MacStories, we have created a Zapier flow that creates a new Trello card every time a Club member submits a question with Google Forms; in Trello, we can then look at the question, label it, assign it to someone, and move it to a list for the next newsletter we’re publishing.
In addition to Google Forms, we have connected Trello to our Slack account to be notified when someone comments on a Trello card, and I created another Zapier flow that puts a task in my Todoist if I’m chosen as a member of a Trello card. By keeping everything together in Trello, the service’s third-party integrations let us move specific bits out of Trello and into dedicated apps – and each one of us is free to use the integrations they prefer.
I love how Trello displays rich cards with embedded images and I find the drag & drop interactions satisfying and intuitive. Because I like Trello’s open and collaborative nature so much, I’ve decided to move many of the Club notes I was keeping in Apple Notes – now, both Graham and John can see what I’ve been saving in my notes for the newsletter. I even made custom API-based workflows for Trello.
If you’re looking for a different way to organize your projects, Trello’s visual approach is terrific, and the integrations with third-party apps and web services are essentially limitless.
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Modern Atlas
John: Modern Atlas is the synthesis of multiple data sources into an easy-to-use resource for travelers. I first tried Modern Atlas this past summer. What grabbed me immediately was the excellent integration of so many different reference sources into its cleanly-designed map interface.
Home base in Modern Atlas is its map view. From there, you can access information about a location drawn from over 21,000 travel guides from Wikivoyage and Wikitravel, and over 1.5 million Wikipedia articles covering landmarks, historic sites, and other points of interest. Each entry on the map is color-coded so it’s easy to filter by category like shopping, eating, and sightseeing. Tapping a location opens up a small popover with an excerpt about the location and a star icon that you can tap to bookmark the location. Tapping the popover reveals the full detail about the site including photo galleries, addresses, phone numbers, hours of operation, and a narrative about it. Since I reviewed Modern Atlas in August, it has added the ability to open a location in Apple Maps or Google Maps, which makes it easy to get directions.
Modern Atlas is a great way to plan a trip. Using its map-based interface I typically start with wherever I am staying on a trip and explore what the immediate area has to offer in terms of places to eat and things to do. It’s also great for learning more about a place that interests you. However you use Modern Atlas, its depth of information about the world is a fantastic resource to keep with you on your iPhone or iPad.
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Audio Hijack
John: Audio Hijack is my go-to app for audio recording. Whether it’s as simple as recording live audio of a favorite band that posts a concert video on YouTube or recording multiple podcast inputs simultaneously, Audio Hijack’s intuitive building-block approach to audio recording makes each equally easy.
[image: ]Audio Hijack includes ten templates to help you get started with common use cases. Alternatively, you can start with a blank canvas and drag in blocks to build an audio workflow. As you add blocks, they form connections to show you the steps in your workflow visually.
A big part of Audio Hijack’s magic comes from its ability to record any audio source. The best way to show off Audio Hijack though, is with a couple examples. First a simple one – recording concert audio from a website. The first block is the source block, in this case Safari, which will grab any audio coming from your browser. The next block is a Recoder block that encodes the audio. I’ve chosen 256 kbs AAC, but you can choose from multiple formats. The final block is the output block. Mine says ‘Boom2Device’ because I have Boom 2 installed on my MacBook Pro to enhance its speakers’ output.
[image: ]My Audio Hijack setup is a little more complicated when I record my podcast, Ruminate. There are two separate workflows running simultaneously. The first takes the Skype call, displays the audio peaks for reference, records an MP3 and sends the output through my USB audio interface where my headphones are plugged in. The second records an uncompressed AIFF file of just my voice from my microphone.[image: ]Clicking on any of the blocks in the workflows gives you access to its settings. For instance, clicking on the MP3 Recorder block lets me set the file name including a timestamp assembled using date and time tokens. I also set the workflow to record straight to a Dropbox folder that Robb Lewis and I share. That way, when we are finished recording, the files immediately start syncing to where they need to be for editing. You can even add metadata in the recorder block, like title, artist, and artwork, which I do when I record The MacStories Lounge Telegram audio clips on my Mac.
[image: ]As with any automated workflow, the power of Audio Hijack comes from setting it up once. After that, there’s no more fiddling when you need to record something again and you have the benefit of knowing that the output will be consistent from recording to recording. But what is most impressive about Audio Hijack is that it’s a pro-level audio app that does a masterful job of abstracting away its complexity until you need it, making setting up recordings feel as simple as snapping together a handful of Lego bricks.
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Alfred
John: At its simplest, Alfred is an app launcher not unlike Spotlight, which is built into macOS. However, Alfred is much more than an app launcher. Spotlight does other tricks too, but Alfred beats it hands-down. In addition, because Alfred learns the way you work over time, the more you use it, the better it works. There are more features in Alfred than I can cover here, so I’ll highlight some of my favorites.
Alfred is activated by typing a keyboard shortcut that you specify. The shortcut pops up a search box that floats above your other windows. To find an app, start typing its name. As you type, the search is refined. When you see what you want, highlight it with the arrow keys and press return or use the Command+[number] combination listed next to the app’s name to launch it.
Alfred also has a highly customizable and searchable clipboard history and snippet library. The clipboard history can hold up to three months worth of clipped text, images, and files that you can navigate with search. Snippets work a little like TextExpander, though they aren't as feature-rich. That said, if your text expansion needs are modest, Alfred is a good choice.
You can perform web searches from within Alfred using a wide variety of predefined websites or set up custom searches. I search MacStories for articles the team has written all the time, so I set up a custom search that lets me type the Alfred hot key combination and then ‘ms’ followed by my search term. When I press return Alfred opens a list of search results just as if I’d typed my query into the search box on MacStories.net.
I also access contacts with Alfred. After triggering Alfred, start typing a contact’s name. When you see an address card for the contact you want, highlight it, press return, and an Alfred contact viewer opens. Highlighting an email address and pressing return starts a new email message to that person. Doing the same with street addresses opens Maps. Alternatively, you can type Command+C to copy any contact data. 
Alfred is also handy for finding, opening and performing actions on files, controlling iTunes, and looking up words in macOS’s built-in dictionary. When I’m finished working for the day, I can type 'quitall' into Alfred and it closes all of my open apps. 
One feature introduced with Alfred 3 that I haven’t explored fully yet is workflows, which let you set up automated processes much like Workflow does on iOS. Alfred's system is a powerful way to trigger scripts and other automated tasks, but even if you are not interested in creating your own workflows, there are many ready-made ones available for download on Alfred’s website, including workflows for controlling Spotify, uploading files with Panic’s Transmit, entering events in Fantastical, tweeting, interacting with Slack channels, and searching Reddit to name a few. 
I’ve added these actions to my repertoire slowly over many months. The syntax for each is simple, but can be overwhelming if you try to learn them all at once. Instead, I suggest starting with Alfred as an app launcher and trying one or two other features that you think would be useful to you. That way, you can explore the details of each before adding another feature.
Alfred is a free download, but most of the features I use are part of the paid Powerpack. If you’re not sure you want to commit to Alfred long-term, the free version is a good way to get a feel for the app, but I’ve found that the Powerpack features are well worth the £19 price.
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iA Writer
Federico: iA's popular Markdown text editor isn't appreciated enough by iOS power users. I'm guilty of this, too, and I believe part of the underlying misconception is that iA Writer is a minimalistic app that lacks essential functionalities found in more popular alternatives like Ulysses and 1Writer. In practice, not only does iA Writer aptly stack up to its competitors – behind the veil of a minimal UI, iA Writer hides a powerful set of features that can't be found in other writing apps.
[image: ]iA Writer on my 12.9-inch iPad Pro.
iA Writer has a serene interface design: toolbars get out of the way when you're writing, and if you enable the app's Focus Mode, you can concentrate on the current sentence (or paragraph) while everything else fades in the background. But there's more beyond the decision to not overwhelm users with a cluttered interface. iA Writer can sync with iCloud and Dropbox; if you choose iCloud, you'll be able to take advantage of the app's latest addition – content blocks based on local file references. With this feature, iA Writer lets you reference local files stored in the same directory inside your text with a simple syntax, so you can embed text files in bigger projects, include images, and even reference .CSV files to turn them into MultiMarkdown tables when compiling a project.
[image: ]An example of content blocks in iA Writer 4: local file references (left) turn into a compiled document (right).
This alone can make iA Writer a suitable tool for writing long manuscripts and essays: with the ability to reference files outside of the main document and with support for iCloud versions, you should be able to keep multiple files in iA Writer and export the final project in multiple formats. iA Writer even has custom templates if you want to make the document's preview truly your own.
iA Writer is deceptively rich in terms of text editing features. There's a customizable keyboard row where you can change the default buttons based on how you write. There's a good selection of keyboard shortcuts, including Command-K to turn selected text into a link from your clipboard. There's Find & Replace, typewriter and night modes, and support for parts-of-speech highlights, which is helpful when editing to see how many adjectives or adverbs you tend to repeat. Finally, unlike other text editors for iOS, you can open external documents from document providers in edit mode, allowing you to make changes directly to a file that is stored somewhere else. I've been using this feature to edit John's Markdown documents for this newsletter, and it worked well.
I have ignored iA Writer for too long, but I'm glad I started paying attention to the app again. iA Writer is a (Multi)Markdown text editor that doesn't compromise on simplicity and power – it accomplishes the rare goal of excelling at both. With the latest version 4.0, iA Writer may have found a spot in my daily writing flow.
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Opener
John: Over time, iOS has gotten better about opening links in the apps you have installed on your iPhone instead of in Safari, but it’s still far too common to end up on a webpage or in an app other than the one you want. Twitter is a good example. Even if you don’t wind up in Safari when you tap a Twitter link, you’ll be taken to the official Twitter app when you might prefer to view the tweet in Tweetbot or Twitterrific.
Opener, by Tim Johnsen, solves this problem. With support for 190 apps, Opener can take you to the relevant mobile app instead of a website and if there are multiple options, such as where you have more than one Twitter client on your iPhone, Opener lets you pick the app you want to use to open the link.
With so many apps supported, there’s likely something you can find that would make your iOS experience better. I use Opener to open Twitter links in Tweetbot, YouTube links in ProTube instead of the official app, Kickstarter links in its app, and podcast links in Overcast or Castro to name a few. Opener also has a URL scheme that you can use to integrate it into your automation workflows with apps like Workflow, Drafts, and Launch Center Pro.
There are two ways to use Opener. The main app detects links on the clipboard and offers to open them in any relevant apps as soon as you launch it. By far the most convenient way to use Opener, however, is with its action extension. As long as you can get to the iOS share sheet from the link you want to open, you can launch Opener’s extension to get a list of apps you can use to open the URL.
Utility apps like Opener that do one thing obsessively well are some of my favorites. Its premise and implementation are simple, but it’s a simplicity that hides a lot of hard work that’s gone into integrating and supporting 190 apps. If you’ve ever had a link open somewhere you didn’t want it to, you should download Opener.
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Dark Sky
John: I use few third-party Apple Watch apps and even fewer have made their way to my watch’s Dock. One that has held a spot there for quite a long time, however, is Dark Sky. I use multiple weather apps on my iPhone and Apple Watch, but I particularly like the level of detail provided by Dark Sky’s Apple Watch app.
The strength of Dark Sky is its main Watch app, which is divided into three concise screens. The first screen displays the current conditions. The screen is dominated by the temperature and whether any precipitation is forecast, which I appreciate because that’s exactly what I want to know most of the time. The first screen also displays the high and low temperature forecast for the day and when the sun will set, which is a little discouraging in Chicago this time of year.
Swiping left takes you to the second screen. At the top is a summary forecast, followed by a scrollable hourly forecast that has temperature, cloud cover, and precipitation data for the following 24 hours. Swipe again and the third screen displays the seven-day forecast with icons showing the predicted precipitation, predicted high and low temperatures, and the percent chance of precipitation.
Dark Sky’s complications are the least inspired part of its Watch app. The small complication shows the temperature and the large complication adds precipitation or cloud cover information. Instead of taking up valuable complication space, I park Dark Sky in my Watch’s Dock where it's kept up to date and I can get to it quickly with a press of the button below the Digital Crown.
[image: ]
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Gyroscope
Federico: For the past couple of years, I've been using my iPhone to track various health-related data points to build an archive of my lifestyle and habits. Keeping tabs on every aspect of this "quantified self" approach can be tricky, but Gyroscope provides a fantastic way to visualize everything in one place and monitor your progress.
Gyroscope is the best personal dashboard I've ever used when it comes to building a healthier lifestyle. It's also the most futuristic in terms of functionalities and looks. Gyroscope creates daily, weekly, and monthly reports with different types of charts and summaries about your habits and patterns. Gyroscope works by connecting to popular services such as Apple Health, Fitbit, Swarm, Moves, and even Instagram and Twitter; it imports data captured by device sensors and other apps, and then it puts everything together to create a profile of your life that you can view at any time from a web browser or iPhone app.[image: ]The "complete story of your life" that Gyroscope assembles is impressive and useful. For instance, you can see how much you walk and exercise every day, keep track of heart rate trends and progress in weight loss, but also check out what kind of music you listen to by connecting Spotify to Facebook, or view every place you visited with the Moves integration.
It's hard to describe what Gyroscope does in a few paragraphs because it's different for everyone and the service changes depending on how you feed its engine. In my experience, Gyroscope was able to plot trends and visualize habits I would have missed if I didn't have a unified location where everything was being collected. Both the website and the app have a gorgeous design with an amazing attention to each detail and they generate report cards that are way better than any similar service out there.
Gyroscope can be used for free, but with a Pro membership you'll unlock even more advanced features such as goal tracking (a recent addition to the service), more layouts and monthly reports, AI-powered sleep tracking, more themes, the ability to generate an annual report at the end of the year, and support for viewing any weekly report since you started using Gyroscope instead of the last couple of weeks only.
I love Gyroscope and I highly recommend considering the Pro membership. If you're serious about improving your health through iOS devices and connected apps, Gyroscope is the best service to tie them all together.
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GIF Toaster
John: Working with GIFs can be tricky. If you encode at a resolution that's too high, the file will be huge, which is no good if you want to attach it to a tweet or post it on a website. The best way I've found to deal with this on iOS when I need to create a GIF or edit an existing one is to use GIF Toaster. It’s the Swiss Army knife of GIF utilities.
The range of tools at your fingertips in GIF Toaster is impressive. On my Mac, I use GIF Brewery, which can make the fans scream when it’s encoding a GIF. That this can even be done on a mobile device is a testament to just how far the iPhone and iPad have come.
GIFs can be created with GIF Toaster using videos, photos, burst photos, Live Photos, time lapse movies, panoramic photos, or other GIFs. The first step is to pick the type of file you want to convert. For instance, if you pick videos, GIF Toaster will show a gallery of the videos in the Photos app. Tapping on any of the videos opens the conversion interface. The first place I look is in the file information section to get a sense of the file size, frame rate, and resolution before deciding which settings to use.
Below the information section is a long list of settings that can be tweaked to get exactly what you want. You can adjust the start and stop points of the clip, the playback speed, the frames per second, the dimensions, effects, and more. Of those settings, the two I use most often are the resolution and frames per second options, which have the biggest impact on the size of the GIF.
GIF Toaster lets you just as easily invoke the reverse process turning a GIF into a video, photo, Live Photo, or still image GIFs. This isn’t something I have done more than a couple of time, but it’s a good option to have. GIF Toaster also includes a GIF viewer. From the gallery of GIFs stored on your iPhone, you can speed up or slow down playback of a GIF, select individual frames to share, copy the GIF to an album within GIF Toaster, or open it in another app.
GIF Toaster is free, but there is a $1.99 In-App Purchase that adds additional flexibility to adjust the settings of your GIFs and removes ads.
FEATURED IN MACSTORIES WEEKLY #62
[image: ]
 
[image: ]
Paprika
John: Paprika combines recipe management, automatically-generated grocery lists, and meal planning into one of the best-designed packages I’ve seen. The app is available separately on the iPhone, iPad, and Mac, but I’m going to focus on the iPad version, which I find is easiest to use in the kitchen while I’m cooking.
What I enjoy most about Paprika is that if I find a recipe I want to make online, I rarely have to type it into the app because Paprika supports dozens of recipe sites. If you search for a recipe through Paprika’s browser or use its extension, Paprika parses the structure of known websites, pulls out the relevant data, and displays it in an easy-to-read, sortable list of recipes. If something isn’t copied quite right, you can edit the recipe yourself, but in my experience, recipe recognition is excellent as long as you are browsing a supported site. Your recipe collection can also be synced between iOS and macOS devices via Paprika’s sync service, which is fast and reliable.
Tapping on a recipe in your collection opens a recipe view that includes a photo of the dish, a list of ingredients, a rating that you can set yourself, stats like preparation time and cook time, the source of the recipe, and directions on how to prepare the dish. One feature I love is the ability to scale the recipe to make more servings. When you pick a different scale using the scale button next to the ingredients list, the ingredient amounts are automatically adjusted. You can also set a timer from the recipe view, which is convenient.
The center of the navigation bar includes a button with a shopping cart icon that creates a shopping list from the ingredients included in the recipe. Each item in the popup list is checked by default, but you can uncheck any items you already have at home and then tap ‘add’ to generate a list. Existing lists are accessible from a similar button located along the left side of the app.
The final component of Paprika is a meal planner. I haven’t used this feature before, but the calendar icon in the navigation bar makes it easy to schedule a meal for a particular day using a popup calendar. As with grocery lists, the calendar button along the left side of Paprika is accesses a week or month view of your upcoming scheduled meals.
I don’t use Paprika every day, but I’ve found that when my family gets in a rut with what to have for dinner, picking something new and relatively easy to make can be a good way to get out of it. Of course, that usually means shopping for some ingredients we don’t have and following a recipe for an unfamiliar meal, but Paprika makes the entire experience easier and more enjoyable.
FEATURED IN MACSTORIES WEEKLY #63
[image: ]
 
[image: ]
Textastic
John: Textastic is one of the geekier text editors available on iOS. The app is not a simple Markdown editor like iA Writer or Byword. Textastic has more in common with text editors designed for programmers like BBEdit and Textmate on the Mac. However, that doesn’t mean that it isn’t also appropriate for someone writing prose instead of code. In fact, Textastic plays a specific, but important role in the production of MacStories and Club MacStories articles.
One of the killer features of Textastic is the fact that it has syntax highlighting for over 80 different file types, including many programming languages like Objective-C, Perl, and Python, as well as support for HTML, CSS, and Markdown. If you use TextMate, on a Mac, you can even import any custom syntax definitions you use in that app.
Textastic has one of the most innovative selection schemes I’ve seen on the iPad. Placing two fingers on the screen opens a circular puck for moving the cursor and selecting text. The puck has a handle so it can be dragged around the screen and four directional arrows for moving the cursor. The center of the puck is divided into two sections for selecting text to the left and right of the cursor and can be used in combination with the arrow buttons to select text.
Textastic also has a unique extra row of keys above the keyboard. Instead of just one character per key like many apps have, Textastic has five. Tapping a key inserts the character in the middle of the key, but tapping and swiping in the direction of another character inserts it instead. The feature is a clever way to cram an unusual number of special characters onto the extra keyboard row without having to scroll horizontally. Textastic also has an extensive set of supported keyboard shortcuts and a URL scheme that supports document creation, opening, appending, and content replacement.
The feature that I think I like the most though, is the ability to open text files stored on GitHub using Working Copy and edit them in place without creating a duplicate version. iA Writer can do this too, but Textastic goes a step further by letting you create folders in the app’s sidebar that correspond to different GitHub repositories. Once saved in the sidebar, you no longer need to drill through a document picker to find what you want. Instead, I can view and edit any of the dozen or so documents that make up an issue of Club MacStories Weekly, moving quickly among each.
Textastic is also highly customizable with a vast array of settings to make it your own. If you have occasion to edit code on the go or would benefit from the versatility of features like Textastic’s Working Copy integration, this is a text editor worth trying. In addition, Textastic is available for the Mac.
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Déxter
Federico: A couple of weeks ago, I picked up Pokémon Sun again and started playing where I left off in early December. While most of my friends with iOS devices are obsessed with Pokémon GO, I prefer the series' traditional games for Nintendo consoles, and I find the latest generation of Pokémon games to be excellent evolutions (no pun intended) of the decade-long franchise. Whether you've been playing Pokémon since Generation 1 (raises hand) or if you're new to the series, Sun and Moon succeed in refreshing old gameplay elements and introducing brand new ideas and mechanics.
What a lot of people don't know is that Pokémon is a surprisingly deep RPG. And by deep, I mean you'll need a guide or some serious online resources to understand advance topics such as competitive battle teams, EV training, Pokémon natures and abilities, breeding, and more. There is an entire meta-game to Pokémon that is well hidden from the main storyline, but which you can spend years fiddling with and perfecting. And, of course, your trusted companion for collecting Pokémon and keeping an eye on evolutions is the Pokédex.
But here's the thing: the in-game Pokédex, even in Sun and Moon, is mostly limited to basic Pokémon details and, of course, it's only available on your Nintendo 3DS, which requires to carry the console around even if, say, you're at work and suddenly want to know when Mudbray evolves into Mudsdale) (it happens to the best of us). This is why I've been using Déxter for iPhone, a free app developed by Chris Pritchard, for all my Pokémon needs on iOS. Déxter is a complete Pokédex and team-building tool that supports every generation of Pokémon (from I to VII) and that lets you view creature information such as base stats and movesets, plan teams, and even compare two Pokémon to see how they stack up against each other. For each Pokémon, you can view the official Pokédex entry, see animated 3D sprites (including Shiny ones), and consult base stats. However, you can also check the evolution tree and complete moveset, see which moves can be learned via TMs and eggs, and read the locations where a Pokémon can be captured across all generations of games (locations for gen. VII are still being added).
There are complete lists for moves, abilities, natures, and items, too, with a handy search feature to look for specific entries in the app. And if, like me, you sometimes struggle to remember how each Pokémon type affects one another, there's a Type Checker page where you can see what is Super Effective or has reduced damage in battles.
If you can think of something you'd like to know about Pokémon games, there's a high probability that Dexter will have the answer. Déxter also happens to have a nice design and options to mark pages as favorites for quick access. And if Déxter doesn't have what you're looking for, you will find embedded links to Serebii and Bulbapedia – two of the premier websites for committed Pokémon trainers.
Here's what is truly surprising, though: Déxter is completely free with no ads or In-App Purchases. According to the developer, he just loves Pokémon and likes making apps, so he released Déxter for free on the App Store and continues to maintain it to this day. I hope that Pritchard will consider adding a tip jar or other means to directly support the development going forward. Déxter is the kind of app that Nintendo should have made years ago and instead is the result of an indie developer's commitment and passion.
If you enjoy Pokémon games on the Nintendo 3DS and have an iPhone, I can't recommend Déxter enough.
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AnyList
Ryan: My wife and I have maintained a shared grocery list for the entirety of our marriage. We've used Apple's Reminders and Wunderlist at different times, both of which are fine, but we didn't know what we were missing until we tried AnyList. While Reminders and Wunderlist can serve as capable grocery list apps, they weren't built for that purpose, and AnyList was.
One major advantage of AnyList is that it comes with a database of common grocery items pre-stored in the app. When you begin typing to add a new item to your list, you're presented with suggestions from this database for what you were looking for. This means saving time when adding items, as you only have to type a few letters with most items before finding the suggested listing you're looking for; a simple tap adds it to your list. This feature is made even better by the fact that items you've previously added to a grocery list are marked with a special icon so they stand out from the crowd of options. Also, any items you add that aren't in AnyList's database already get stored in it, so they'll be there for you next time.
Once you've added an item to your grocery list, you'll discover that grocery items are categorized by groupings that resemble the groupings you'll find in a store. So milk, cheese, and butter all land under a "Dairy" category on your grocery list because they're all commonly found in a store's dairy section. And even if you're adding a particular item that isn't pre-loaded in the app, AnyList is smart enough to do text detection to sort that item into the category it thinks fits best. There are 20 categories in total, including one named "Other" for any items that don't fit cleanly into one of the other 19 options. Though I've never had to do so, all categories can be edited to suit your needs. Categories can be reorganized so they show up on your list in a way that reflects your favorite store's layout, and they can also be renamed. Adding new categories is an option as well.
Beyond editing categories themselves, you can also edit individual items by sorting them into different categories if you'd like. Items can also be have photos or notes attached to them, or be assigned to a particular store, and all of that data remains in the app so that it's there every time you add that item to your list.
If AnyList's grocery list features were all that the app had to offer, it would be enough to earn a high recommendation from me. Not only does the app save me time in adding items to a list, it also eliminates the tedious task of reorganizing a list based on a store's layout.
Besides its basic list features, AnyList can also store recipes – even, conveniently, through importing recipes from the web – and allows quickly adding needed ingredients from a recipe to your grocery list. Additionally, there's a meal planning tool available to those with an AnyList Complete subscription.		
AnyList is a free download on the App Store for both iPhone and iPad, and its free version contains most of the features I've mentioned here. If you'd like access to the Meal Plan feature, Apple Watch app, web version, and several other great features, you can subscribe to AnyList Complete for $7.99/year.
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Stamp Music Importer
Federico: As part of my ongoing experiments with Spotify and Apple Music, I recently wanted to switch back to Apple Music and take almost a year of Spotify playlists with me. While there are online services and desktop export tools that allow you to quickly migrate songs from one ecosystem to another, my goal wa	s to complete the process entirely on iOS. I tested different iPhone apps that promised to export Spotify playlists with varying degrees of success, and I found Stamp to be the most accurate of the bunch, with fewer skipped songs than similar utilities, good speed, and a utilitarian but effective interface.
[image: ]Stamp can move entire playlists back and forth between Spotify, Apple Music, Google Play Music, YouTube, Tidal, and Amazon Music. The app can even convert playlists to CSV files (ideal for desktop usage), and it comes with a free online service called Stamp Match that lets you upload MP3 files from your computer and tells you which online services would automatically match them.
I tried Stamp with my Apple Music and Spotify accounts. Accessing your Apple Music library is done through native iOS permissions, while Spotify requires connecting to your account from a mini browser inside the app. In my tests with multiple playlists (including the automatically generated Discover Weekly as well as curated playlists from Apple Music), Stamp performed better than other apps, with a higher matching rate and only a couple of occasional skipped songs. On a playlist where I keep old and new music discoveries from relatively minor and lesser known artists, Stamp missed 10 songs out of 140; similar utilities skipped over 20.
Moving between music streaming services isn't fun, and even if you transfer entire playlists, there's still a lot of information you won't be able to carry over, such as your likes and listening habits. However, as long as you want to make sure your playlists can follow you around, Stamp is fast, accurate, and it works with the most popular services people use to listen to music (including YouTube playlists).
Stamp is free to download, with a $9.99 In-App Purchase to unlock the Pro version for iPhone and iPad.
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PDF Viewer
Ryan: There is no shortage of solid iOS apps for managing PDFs. PDF Expert, Notability, and PDFpen are all regularly updated, top-notch options. But one of the most significant differences between those apps and PDF Viewer is cost. PDF Viewer is entirely free, with no strings attached.
Despite being free, PDF Viewer still contains the full range of features you would expect from a paid PDF app. You can annotate PDFs by highlighting or drawing, or by adding text, images, or arrows. Notes can also be added; they appear as compact symbols in the PDF's body, but a tap on the symbol presents your text in full. Each note's symbol can be customized in a number of ways to distinguish one from the rest. Other features include the ability to bookmark pages and search within the text of a PDF, as well as add and rearrange pages.
The way PDF Viewer presents its features is simple and easy to navigate. Unlike some other PDF apps, I never have a problem finding the tool I'm looking for. Buttons clearly communicate what they're going to do, and the number of options seems just right, at least to suit my needs; it's not so many that tools get lost, but not so few that I'm missing any tools I want.
Another of PDF Viewer's strengths is that it's a fantastic iOS citizen. Thanks to Spotlight support, you can search within PDFs right from the Search screen. The app's widget lists recent documents and provides quick ways to import files into the app. On iPad, PDF Viewer is optimized for the 12.9" iPad Pro, it works well in Split View, and it supports the Apple Pencil for annotations. On iPhone, 3D Touch enables Peek and Pop in the app, as well as Quick Actions from the Home screen. The iPhone 7's Taptic Engine is even used in certain ways. There's not much more that could be done to make PDF Viewer feel at home on iOS.
One of my favorite features of PDF Viewer is its night mode for viewing PDFs. Unlike some other apps I've tried, night mode in PDF Viewer succeeds at doing what I want it to: changing a PDF's white background to black. This is huge for me, because I'll often have a PDF of notes to reference when teaching, and I prefer the notes be on a black background so the iPad's bright light doesn't create a visible reflection on my face. In the past I've used the Accessibility option to Invert Colors, but night mode in PDF Viewer is a more convenient method.
If I had to mention one drawback to PDF Viewer, it's that the app doesn't sync documents across multiple devices. So while it can act as a file manager for your PDFs, all files live on your local device, not in the cloud. Exporting files to cloud services is easy in the app, but it's extra work if you'd rather just leave your PDFs in the PDF app and have them accessible on any device.
If you're in the market for a powerful, yet elegant PDF solution on iOS, PDF Viewer may be just what you're looking for.
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Pixelmator
Ryan: When I last looked through the list of favorite selections in past issues of MacStories Weekly, I couldn't believe Pixelmator had never been selected. Though we've written about Pixelmator plenty before, our list of apps that deserve to be on everyone's device wouldn't be complete without it.
The photo editing app debuted on the Mac, but has since expanded to both iPad and iPhone as well. I've been a Pixelmator user since its early days on the Mac, but have since moved to exclusively use its iOS version; both versions are top-notch, and come with my highest recommendation, but I'll focus on the iOS app here.
On a scale of power and complexity, photo editors can range all over the map. On iOS especially, there is no shortage of photo editing apps – I currently have fifteen on my iPad. In my mind Pixelmator is the app that stands perfectly in the middle of Apple's Photos and Adobe's Photoshop when it comes to complexity. Photos is sufficient for some basic edits, but anything more than a simple crop or color adjustment will stretch the app too far (apart from third-party extensions). Photoshop is on the opposite end of the spectrum, capable of handling anything I could want, but because it's so powerful, it can seem overly complex for the tasks I need to accomplish. If I were a professional photographer, I would likely want the feature set of Photoshop on my side, but since I'm not, the app can seem overwhelming – and Adobe's Creative Cloud overpriced – for my needs. Right in the middle of those two apps sits Pixelmator, which is powerful enough to do what I need without being overly complex or difficult to navigate.
One way to think of Pixelmator is that it is to Apple Photos what Pages is to Notes. It's a more powerful and complex tool for heavier duty tasks. One reason I make this comparison is that Pixelmator very much resembles Pages and the other iWork apps; from its interface down to the icon design, Pixelmator feels like an iWork app.
Pixelmator stores documents in iCloud Drive for convenient access across all your devices. Though it probably wasn't the first third-party app to implement iCloud Drive support, it was the first one I can remember. Pixelmator presents documents on the main menu in an iWork-like grid, where they can be dragged and dropped on to each other to create folders.
With Pixelmator you can create new images or import from Photos or a third-party document provider. Once you have an image open, the toolset is hidden behind a handful of familiar icons in the top-right corner of the screen. I appreciate how Pixelmator's tools don't get in the way of the image, but instead pop out in a menu when you need them, and disappear when you don't.
Most of Pixelmator's tools are found by tapping the first icon, which resembles a paint brush. Tools are organized in broad categories like 'Paint and Erase', 'Retouch', and 'Add Effects', and I've found that these categories help ensure that I'm never overwhelmed with options. Drilling down within each category presents more options, but those options appear in a new screen where you can cycle between tools with ease. Next to the paint brush icon is a plus button, from which you can add photos, text, backgrounds, and shapes to the image. The next icon, the settings gear, includes the helpful Image Setup tool for adjusting a photo's dimensions.
The team behind Pixelmator continually works to keep the app one of the best options for your photo editing needs. On the iPad especially, excellent Apple Pencil support and Split View multitasking are highlights. I can't list all of Pixelmator's tools and features, but I can say that I've never needed to make an edit that Pixelmator couldn't accomplish for me. Its power, combined with a delightful ease of use, make it an app I wouldn't want to be without.
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Scanbot
Ryan: Scanning software is one of the best examples of an app that easily replaces an existing physical tool. The first scanning app I ever tried was Evernote Scannable, which blew me away with its quick, effortless, high-quality scans. Gone were the days of manually scanning by hand. After some time, I moved from Scannable to Scanner Pro by Readdle, another solid option. But for the last couple of months, Scanbot has been my scanning app of choice. While each app I've mentioned is deserving of being this week's Favorite pick, Scanbot stands above the rest for me.
My love for Scanbot starts with its design. Visually, the app is beautiful. Its color scheme and typography are clean and pleasant to the eyes. Organizationally, the various settings and tools in the app are all marked with easy to understand icons and labels, such that I've never been confused by anything in the app or had trouble finding an option I was looking for.
When scanning documents, there are three simple settings at the top of the screen: you can scan single or multiple page documents, keep flash on or off, and allow auto-scans or require a button press to scan. As you point the iPhone's camera at a document you wish to scan, Scanbot will give you live directions to ensure you capture the best scan possible. It will instruct you to move closer to the document, hold still, or rotate your phone so it's in the best orientation to capture the document in question. The whole process resembles the direction Apple's Camera app gives when taking a photo in Portrait mode.
My favorite part about the scanning process in Scanbot is the app's use of the iPhone 7's Taptic Engine. Despite my love for the new haptic feedback found system-wide on the newest iPhones, I would never have guessed that a scanning app could put it to good use. But to my genuine surprise, when I first downloaded Scanbot early this year and launched the app, haptic feedback became the feature that most sold me on the app.
In addition to the written guidance Scanbot provides when scanning a document, you are also directed to capture the best shot through the clever use of haptic feedback. As the visual boundaries identify the edges of a document, they snap into place and give a solid two taps using the phone's Taptic Engine. Or if you're struggling to line the camera up properly over a document, haptic feedback can guide your way. It's an unexpected, but delightful experience.
Scanbot is available as a free download, with the option to unlock Pro features via In-App Purchase. The free version includes all basic scanning capabilities, with a number of third-party service integrations such as Todoist, Slack, and Evernote. Tools to edit and annotate documents are also included at no cost. With the Pro upgrade Scanbot will do OCR on scanned documents and allow searching within them, plus unlock features like Smart Naming, Themes, and more. Whether you already have a scanning app of choice or not, Scanbot is certainly worth a look.
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Astra
Federico: Over a year ago, I imported an Amazon Echo from the U.S. and set it up in our apartment (we live in Rome, and the Echo hasn't officially launched in Italy yet, but the device is perfectly usable – we just had to buy a wall plug adapter). I thought the Echo was going to be a convenient, but minor, addition to our home automation setup, but Amazon's speaker has turned out to be much more.
Thanks to Amazon's willingness to open up the Echo to developers with a skill platform and the company's vision for multiple Echo instances scattered around the house, we've ended up buying a second Echo (a Dot) of our bedroom and connecting Alexa – the speaker's digital assistant – to various services we didn't originally consider. My girlfriend and I can now add tasks to our shared Todoist lists, ask for news, play Spotify songs, check on our calendars, and more. I love the flexibility enabled by the Amazon Echo, and it's fun to discover new skills and integrations on a weekly basis.
One area where the Echo falls behind other assistants and home automation apps, however, is the lack of a native iPhone assistant UI (I don't think the shopping app will help). That's why I keep Astra on my iPhone's Home screen. Thaddeus Ternes, the sole developer behind Astra, used Amazon's Alexa Voice Services API to create an "Amazon Echo client" that lets you issue most of the commands supported by the physical Echo speaker to an iPhone app that can always be with you.
Astra compensates for the absence of a native Alexa experience on iOS. The app connects directly with your Amazon account and it doesn't require any special configuration: it can see all the integrations you've added to your Echo and it allows you to ask questions and receive spoken answers by the same Alexa voice you already know. Astra is, effectively, a third-party iPhone assistant powered by Amazon's voice services and third-party integrations. You can ask Astra to order products on Amazon, look up restaurant recommendations, get flash briefings, and other tasks the Echo can perform by default; alternatively, you can control third-party hardware accessories and apps you've already connected to your Echo, such as WeMo plugs, Hue lights, or Todoist. If you're away from Home and use accessories not supported by Siri (such as my old WeMo plug), you can turn them on remotely by talking to Astra.
There's one major limitation that, unfortunately, is dictated by Amazon: Astra can't support music playback, which means you won't be able to ask the app to play Spotify songs and listen to them on an iPhone. Also, because Alexa Voice Services expects voice input as a request, there is no "typing mode" in Astra to send your commands textually rather than verbally.
Despite the lack of music playback, Astra is an excellent way to test Amazon's Alexa before committing to an Echo; if you're already an Echo user, Astra is a fantastic iPhone remote and Echo companion for the thousands of skills and integrations that would otherwise be usable only at home with the physical Echo speaker. Whether you're Echo-curious or Echo-obsessed, Astra is a must-have Alexa add-on for the iPhone.
You can read more about Astra in my review here.
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xScope
John: xScope, a collaboration between The Iconfactory and ARTIS Software, is a Swiss Army knife of macOS tools for measuring and inspecting graphics. At first glance, xScope doesn’t look like much. It’s a tiny toolbar that floats above your other apps with a series of ten buttons. However, behind those buttons is a lot of power.
xScope is great for designers and developers working on pixel-perfect graphics, but it’s handy to have in your toolbox even if you don’t fall into either category. I use the Dimensions and Rulers tools the most. For example, I laid out some of the header images in Federico’s iOS 10 review in Sketch last fall and used xScope to get each part of the images lined up correctly. The app has also come in handy with more complicated screenshots assembled from multiple images in Pixelmator, like the one I did showing the Touch Bars added to Microsoft’s Office apps.
Dimensions and Rulers are just the tip of the xScope iceberg, though.
	•	Mirror displays graphics on an iOS device or Apple Watch in real-time as you work, which is excellent for rapidly iterating on app prototypes.
	•	Text is reminiscent of a color palette but for text – you can search for characters, reformat them, and get extensive information about each.
	•	Screens creates frames of various dimensions so you can see how much content will fit into a given area like an iPhone, iPad, or even an Android phone screen.
	•	Overlay facilitates web development by creating alignment marks, making responsive web design easier, offering full-page screenshots, and more.
	•	Loupe magnifies your screen so you can examine individual pixels of a design.
	•	Guides creates floating horizontal and vertical guides to make it easier to line up everything onscreen.
	•	Crosshair lets you set an onscreen point of origin and then displays the horizontal and vertical distance from that point to your pointer.
	•	Frames float above your screen like Guides and are a visual way of picturing fixed screen sizes and other rectangular screen elements.
	•	Rulers is for measuring distances and angles between screen elements with exacting precision.
	•	Dimensions follows your pointer, displaying the horizontal and vertical distance between screen elements.
I’ve found that if there’s something I need to do that involves measuring and examining screen elements, there is likely a way to do it with xScope. Designers and developers will get the most out of xScope, and even though I have only scratched its surface personally, it’s the kind of tool I’m glad I have because it saves me time and frustration when I’m faced with difficult layout tasks. A good place to start if you want to learn more about what xScope can do is to look at the Measuring, Inspecting, and Testing guides on the xScope website.
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Sleep Watch
Ryan: Earlier this week, the developers behind Sleep Watch launched a major new version of the app. After testing it for the last couple weeks, Sleep Watch has quickly become my favorite sleep tracking app.
Sleep Watch requires an Apple Watch to do its job, but as long as you have an Apple Watch and wear it to bed, sleep tracking will be seamless. There are no buttons to press before going to bed at night or after you wake up in the morning. Just go to sleep as usual, wake up as usual, and interact with the app only when you want to. The only behavior alteration required is that if you're used to charging your Apple Watch at night, you'll need a new time to charge.
There are three main tabs in Sleep Watch: Trends, Today, and Account.
'Trends' is where you'll find graphs charting your estimated total sleep time and sleeping heart rate. With each of these data points you can view charts that track on a day-to-day basis, or view averages for week-to-week and month-to-month analysis.
'Today' is the tab you'll visit most often. Each morning you'll get a notification to view your sleep data from the night before. Follow that notification and you'll land on the Today tab, where five data points from the previous night are displayed: total sleep time, your current 3-day sleep charge, a visualization of your restful and restless sleep, your total restful sleep time, and your average sleeping heart rate. All of this data fits on one simple screen, and you can swipe back to view the same data points for previous days.
The one data point that likely needs further explanation is the 3-day sleep charge, which is visualized by the image of a battery. The battery fills up based on progress toward your daily sleep goal from the past three days. I have my goal set at eight hours per night, so for me, the battery fills to 100% when I've slept at least 24 hours over the previous three nights. I've found this to be a clever tracking system that works well with the way our bodies handle sleep. You may not hit your sleep goal one night, but the sleep charge system will encourage you to sleep a bit extra over the next night or two to help make up for it.
The 'Account' tab mainly consists of some settings you can toggle. One such toggle allows Sleep Watch to sync your data to Apple's Health app. Sleep detail notifications can be turned off if you'd like, and you can also choose to have the app do all-day detection of sleep rather than its default, which tracks only at night. There is also a 'Light Sleeper' option, which is recommended only if you find that your total sleep times are consistently underestimated by the app.
If you're interested in sleep tracking, Sleep Watch is definitely worth a look. In many ways it's an extremely simple app, but simplicity here should be taken more as a positive than a negative. I've heard of many people attempting sleep tracking who find themselves inconsistent at performing the steps necessary each day to start or stop the tracking. Or they find the data provided by their sleep tracking app confusing. But in Sleep Watch's case, the ease of sleep tracking, combined with the ease of viewing data about your sleep, makes for a powerful tool that does all the work for you.
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Workouts++
John: Workouts++ by David Smith has won a permanent spot on my primary Apple Watch face. There are two aspects of the app that made me switch to it from Apple's Workout app. The first is the degree to which it can be customized. From the iOS app, you can choose from 11 different workout types and whether they are indoor or outdoor. There are also six different Watch face layouts to pick from and nine different metrics that can be tracked. You can also reorder the workouts in the iOS app, which is the order they will show up on your Apple Watch.
While I was recovering from knee surgery, I had Walk, Elliptical, and Other workouts set up. When I would go to physical therapy, I'd usually start with an elliptical warmup followed by a series of strength exercises. I put my Elliptical and Other workouts at the top of the list in Workouts++ so with a quick tap of the app's complication, I could start the elliptical workout when I arrived and switch to 'Other' for the strength exercises.
A close second in importance in my conversion to Workouts++ is its data visualizations available in the iOS app. Workouts are sorted in chronological order by default, but you can also sort by duration, distance, and active calories and filter workouts by type or duration. Tapping on a workout opens a view with additional statistics and three graphs that show heart rate, pace, and speed over time. A final tab in the app shows lifetime stats by workout type, day of the week, and time of day, along with total and average distance statistics for each type of workout.
Apple's Workout app takes a one-size-fits-all approach to workout tracking. But workout goals and preferences are personal, which is why I prefer Workouts++. David Smith's app acknowledges those differences and, with a little setup at the outset, lets me quickly start workouts tailored to my specific needs and provides rich data that I can review later at my leisure.
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Noizio
Ryan: Noizio is an ambient noise maker that comes loaded with a wide variety of sound options so you can craft the perfect background noise to suit your mood and task.
The interface of Noizio is extremely simple. The app contains 15 different ambient sounds designed to imitate different locations and weather conditions. For locations there are options like 'Coffee House,' 'Inside Train,' and 'On the Farm,' while weather can range from 'October Rain' to 'Winter Wind' or 'Sunny Day.' Each option sounds great and makes it easy to set the mood you're looking for.
One of the strengths of Noizio is its deep customization options. All of the ambient sound options can be played simultaneously with each other, creating a huge assortment of possible combinations. Each option also includes a volume slider that allows fine-tuning the sound levels to exactly what sounds best to you. So you could have 'Campfire' playing loudly, making the crackle of the fire stand out most, while quieter settings of 'Summer Night' and 'River Stream' are also playing. When you've found a combination that's just right, you can save it for quick access later. Over time you can build up an assortment of presets you've saved for different occasions.
I use Noizio regularly when I'm writing, especially in cases where I've been stuck at my desk at home and want to create the illusion of a new atmosphere without the hassle of packing up and hitting a local coffee shop. For situations like this, one of my favorite sound combinations is 'Coffee House' paired with 'October Rain' and just a touch of 'Thunderstorm.' With the number of options in the app, you truly can create just about any environment you can imagine.
Noizio can be a great tool for simple relaxation purposes, for creating a focused work mindset, or just for creating the illusion of being in a new place. It is available on both iOS and macOS, but I use it almost exclusively on my iPad, where it includes Split View support and optimization for the 12.9" iPad Pro.
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Fin
John: Fin is a timer app for performers by Joe Cieplinski. I started using Fin not long ago to time segments of AppStories while Federico and I record. We are limiting the show to around 30 minutes each week, so keeping track of the length of each segment is important.
Though I haven’t been using Fin long, I immediately fell in love with it. I downloaded Fin because I had a very specific need, but now that I’ve been using it for a while, I can see a lot of uses for it. Musicians are the obvious use case, but anyone who’s ever given a presentation would appreciate this app, as would podcasters.
Fin’s strength is that it’s dead simple to use. If you’re in the middle of a presentation, that’s critical. Your focus shouldn’t be on the timer, it should on the presentation you’re giving.
Fin is available on iOS devices, the Apple TV, and the Apple Watch. I primarily use it on my iPhone, but I like knowing that it’s available elsewhere, if my needs change. In addition, with an update this week, Fin added timers that sync across multiple iOS devices, a great feature for bands and other groups of performers.
Fin features a series of preset timers that you can customize. A quick tap on the time indicator at the bottom of the screen brings up a grid of buttons from which you can pick any of your presets. We figure out how much we want to spend on each segment of AppStories before we record and I’ve found it easy to switch timers between segments with Fin without breaking the flow of our conversation.
Fin’s other strength is how easy it is to read the timer. Whether you’re in light or dark mode, the time remaining is set off from the background with a legible, high-contrast typeface. The app also provides visual cues as you approach the end of a timer using one of two selectable color palettes.
Starting, stoping, and resetting timers are all accomplished with gestures. A single tap starts and stops a timer. A two finger tap resets the timer. Dragging a finger up and down adds or subtracts time. There are several other gestures for interacting with your timers, which is smart because it eliminates the need to pick up a device and type anything with the keyboard.
Fin features background notifications so you receive timer warnings even if you’ve switched to another app. You can also receive notifications on an Apple Watch. There’s really nothing more subtle than getting a gentle tap on the wrist when your time is up.
Probably the aspect of Fin that has struck me most since I started using it is just how deep the app is. The UI is so minimal that it’s impossible to know the gesture-based utility hiding just below the surface until you try the app. If you’ve ever found yourself needing to perform to a clock, Fin’s an app you should try.
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Newton
Ryan: Newton is an email client for iOS, macOS, and watchOS that combines power user features with a clean, attractive interface. Formerly known as CloudMagic, Newton rebranded last September as part of its shift toward providing a subscription service that offers powerful email tools. The company’s new tagline embodies this focus well, reading: “Supercharge your email.”
The power features of Newton include Snooze, Send Later, Sender Profile, Read Receipts, Connected Apps, and more. Many of these are self-explanatory, so I’ll highlight just a few. Sender Profile is a helpful tool that presents information about an email’s sender in a card interface. Tap on a sender’s image and the card will pop up, serving information gathered about the person from various social media platforms. For example, if the person’s email address is used with their Twitter account, their profile card will contain their Twitter profile image, bio, and a link to their account page. Depending on who the sender is, and how many social media platforms their email is tied to, a profile card in Newton may be full of rich information, or it may be fairly empty. One nice bonus, though, is that you can tap the circular arrows in the top-right of the card to flip it over and see information about the person’s company (typically gathered, I believe, from their signature). So even if you don’t receive a lot of information about the person, at least you can find out more about who they work for.
Another noteworthy power feature is Connected Apps. Newton has integrated with a number of apps and services – Todoist, Asana, OneNote, Trello, Wunderlist, Salesforce, Zendesk, Evernote, Pocket, and Instapaper – to make it quick and easy to save emails directly to those apps. One of the things I appreciate most about this is that saving an email will grab all of its attachments as well, so it’s easy to have everything stored together in the place you need it most.
Lastly, a feature I haven’t seen before in an email client is something called “Remind if not replied.” This is actually an option of the existing Snooze feature, but applied to your own sent emails rather than to an email you received. From the email compose window, you can choose to be reminded about the email you’re sending if a response hasn’t come in within the time period you designate. This is a brilliant way to ensure that you follow up on something important. Whereas I would normally make a task for myself in Todoist to remind myself to follow up, it makes much more sense to do that with Newton’s built-in tool.
One of Newton’s strengths, besides the power user features mentioned, is that it’s beautifully designed in both form and function. Everything looks and feels great – from the compose window, to the icons, to the Sender Profile cards, and everything in between. And Newton’s power features are easily accessible without adding unnecessary bloat to the interface. Simplicity is a difficult thing to achieve when building an app for power users, but Newton succeeds in this area.
As I mentioned before, Newton is a subscription service – a business model that’s different from many of its competitors. $49.99 per year activates all of Newton’s features, and while I wish there was a monthly subscription option, there is at least a free trial so you can give the service a test run. If you’re looking for a powerful email client that packs its features in a clean, elegant form, check out Newton.
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Hello Weather
Federico: Like most people who like trying different apps for the same task on their iOS devices, I’ve had my fair share of experiences with weather apps on the iPhone and iPad. For the past couple of years, I’ve been using Weather Underground, a well-known weather service with a native iOS app that packs a lot of information and customization options to get exactly the kind of weather report and forecasts you want.
What sets Weather Underground apart – at least in my area – is the quality of its weather data, which is often more precise and timely than other services. Weather Underground’s accuracy is, I believe, partly due to its reliance on crowdsourced data: the company integrates with a variety of weather stations that provide hyper-local reports that inform the service’s database via real-time stats. For instance, there’s a public Netatmo weather station at the end of the street where I live, which I can browse and mark as a favorite in the Weather Underground app.
There’s no denying, however, that Weather Underground isn’t the most intuitive weather app on iOS. There are a lot of settings to tweak and different screens to consult, which can be somewhat daunting to someone who just wants to quickly check the weather. On the other hand, while there’s no shortage of pretty weather apps on the App Store, their appeal is only skin-deep as their data is often lackluster or too generic.
Hello Weather strikes a great balance between data accuracy and beautiful design with a polished, easy-to-use interface that combines Weather Underground data with forecasts that don’t need instructions. Using plain English and colorful icons and bars, Hello Weather tells you what the weather is like right now, plus what it’s going to be over the next few hours and days. The app’s main screen is a refreshingly simple summary of weather data you’re likely interested in. I’m a fan of the friendly typeface and iconography used in Hello Weather.
You can swipe on each of the app’s main sections to view more detailed data. These sub-screens pack more information, but they’re equally well-designed and legible. By swiping over the first section, for instance, you’ll get details on humidity, sunrise and sunset, wind, and pressure.
By default, Hello Weather uses Dark Sky as its weather data provider, which also supports precipitation alerts for the US, UK, and Ireland. In my experience, Dark Sky data in Italy isn’t extremely trustworthy. That’s why I was immediately interested in Hello Weather’s subscription-based Fan Club: with a $4.99/year subscription, you can directly support the app and unlock additional features such as Weather Underground data, alternate app icons, and a night mode. After becoming a Fan Club member, I was able to switch to WU data instead of Dark Sky; now, Hello Weather shows the same conditions and forecasts reported in Weather Underground, albeit in a much leaner, intuitive app that I can open to quickly check the weather for any saved location.
I’m going to keep Weather Underground installed on my devices because of all the options and settings that I can’t view elsewhere, such as local weather stations, webcams, and in-depth forecasts. From now on, though, Hello Weather is going to be the primary weather app I’ll check on a daily basis. Hello Weather’s mix of Weather Underground data and elegant interface is perfect for my needs. If you also prefer Weather Underground data but would like a simpler experience on iOS, I recommend taking Hello Weather for a spin.
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MindNode
John: MindNode for iOS is an excellent example of a full-featured macOS app that makes no compromises on iOS. The app is Universal so it can be used on the iPhone or iPad, but I prefer the iPad version, which gives me room to view as much of my mind map at once as possible.
When I start a mind map, I want to get all of the ideas out of my head as quickly as possible first, and then go back and bring order to the chaos, rearranging ideas to find relationships that I missed during my brain dump. MindNode makes this process simple by incorporating a long list of keyboard shortcuts – 22 in all. Return and Tab create new sibling and child nodes, respectively. I find that just using those two shortcuts is enough to get started quickly and get ideas down in a roughly organized fashion.
After I have the ideas down, I go back, grouping related items and adding branches with detail to top-level topics. I typically switch to touch for this part, reordering nodes and dragging one on top of another to adjust their hierarchy. It’s the ease with which you can move between typing and touch seamlessly that’s one of MindNode’s greatest strengths. I prefer a keyboard for getting words down, but when it comes to drawing connections between concepts and organizing my thoughts, nothing beats touch. That said, if you prefer the keyboard for everything, there are useful shortcuts to move nodes around too.
MindNode also makes extensive use of the contextual popup menus that appear when you tap the background of a mind map, a node, or a connection. Tapping the background lets you create a new mind map on the same canvas or paste the clipboard into a new mind map. Tapping a node provides options to edit, delete, cut, copy, or paste, but the three options that are most interesting are ‘Connect,’ ‘Detach,’ and ‘Fold.’ Tapping a node then ‘Connect,’ followed by tapping another node, connects unrelated nodes visually. Detaching a node eliminates its connection to the current mind map and creates a new mind map from that node. If a node has children, there’s a fold option in the contextual menu that lets you fold up the child branches so you can reduce clutter and focus on particular sections of a mind map.
MindNode’s toolbar contains an inspector, share button, and outline viewer. From the inspector, you can adjust the theme of the entire document, its background color, and layout. Tapping on any node adds extensive node style options and content formatting. Tapping on a connection between nodes adds formatting options for them too.
If your mind map gets large enough, the outline tool is a great way to navigate it. Not only does it collapse the mind map into a hierarchical outline, but it’s searchable and foldable. Any action taken in the outline is reflected in the mind map too. Tap on a topic and the mind map moves to put that topic in the center of the screen. Likewise, folding a section in the outline folds it in the mind map.
The final tool is the share panel. Mind maps are shareable online using the MyMindNode service. If your mind map includes tasks, which can be assigned in the formatting panel, you can export them to Apple’s Reminders app or OmniFocus. The part of the sharing panel that I find most useful though is the ‘Send to App…’ export feature. Mind maps can be exported in one of 12 different formats. My favorite option is to take a mind map and export it as a Markdown outline, which is a great way to move from brainstorming to writing in a text editor.
I’ve always been more of an outliner than a mind mapper, but MindNode’s flexibility and outline view have grown on me. It’s easier to see connections between disparate items with a mind map than with an outline, and with the ability to view and export a mind map as an outline, I can have the best of both worlds when I sit down to plan a project. Combined with its powerful and fully-compatible macOS app, MindNode is a great way to organize your thoughts.
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Pocket Casts
Ryan: iOS has no shortage of great apps for listening to podcasts. Besides Apple's native Podcasts app, which is more powerful than many people realize, a couple of the more well-regarded options are Overcast and Castro, and Pocket Casts stands right alongside them in the top tier of apps.
Often podcast clients are known for a particular hallmark feature, such as Smart Speed in Overcast, or the triage system in Castro; Pocket Casts is not strongly associated with any single feature, but there is one thing that I find makes it unique: its strong filtering system. The main menu of the app includes several standard navigation options, but you can also create your own in the form of a filter. Tap the app's 'Create Episode Filter' option to craft a custom filter that will be listed prominently in the navigation menu. Each filter can contain its own custom name, icon, accent color, and sort order. And with each one you create, you can adjust an assortment of granular details for controlling which podcasts show up in that filter. Options include:
	•	Playing state (Unplayed, Unfinished, and/or Played)
	•	Status (Downloaded and/or Not Downloaded)
	•	Episode type (Audio and/or Video)
	•	Episode release date
	•	Included podcasts
	•	Starred
This rich set of tools allows you to create a variety of filters, each of which will only contain the podcasts that match all criteria. If you only listen to a handful of shows, these tools will likely be overkill for you, but anyone subscribed to a wide variety of shows will find a lot of power and flexibility here in customizing the app to their liking.
Although the rich filter options make Pocket Casts unique, they are only a small part of the app's strengths. It features a clean, beautiful design – in both light and dark themes. This is complemented by a smooth, responsive interface. The app is available on both iPhone and iPad, as well as Android. Podcast playback benefits from the options to trim silence and boost volume, the less-branded equivalents Overcast's Smart Speed and Voice Boost. There's chapter support, aided by useful buttons on the Now Playing screen to quickly skip ahead chapter by chapter. There's even a type of queuing system with the Up Next list, accessible with a simple swipe on Now Playing.
Stack it up against any competing podcast client, and you'll likely have a hard time finding anything missing from Pocket Casts. It's been around a long time, and consistently remains one of the best podcasting apps on the App Store.
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Feedly
Jake: After picking up the newest Apple device, I go through the same routine: set up the iPhone, head over to the "Purchased" tab, and download apps one-by-one to guarantee my phone has as little bloat as possible. One app I always remember to download – lest I lose my mind – is Feedly, my news aggregator.
Feedly is my favorite way to get my news, despite the temptation to switch to the aesthetically superior Apple News. Feedly's strength lies in its simplicity; to start, just search for your favorite sites and news sources, add them to your feed, and you're off. Feedly will then pull in every story from the publications you've selected and display them in chronological order.
If you add sources across genres and subjects, Feedly makes it really easy to organize them. Through categories, you can slot sites under one umbrella – like "Apple" or "Gaming" – to tailor your reading experience. Most of the time I tend to browse my headlines all together, as it allows me to see news over a variety of topics to save for later.
And that save-for-later functionality in Feedly is my favorite part of the service. Feedly has rich integration with Pocket and Instapaper, so from Feedly I can tap and hold on a story to save it directly to Pocket. This is a workflow I've used thousands of times, and one that has saved me an incredible amount of time. Although Feedly includes its own read-it-later services, I've been thrilled with its integrations with other services.
Feedly is packaged in an unassuming display of white space, text, and photos, sometimes throwing in a collage-style display while also providing a long list of headlines for you to peruse. Feedly isn't going to win an Apple Design Award anytime soon in its current state, but its design enables it to get out of the way in favor of the content. The app sometimes throws formatting errors or doesn't present the article in the way it was intended, but it has a high enough success rate that you are more surprised when it fails to deliver the article correctly.
When you get started with Feedly, you'll sign up with Google, Facebook, email, or a few other services and create an account that will sync your preferences across devices. While I spend most of my time using Feedly on iOS, it also lives on the Mac App Store and the web, making it one of the most universal RSS aggregators on the market. And as a free service, it's a no-brainer for anyone looking to catch the latest and most important news.
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Notability
John: Notability is one of the earliest and most feature-rich note-taking apps on iOS. The app is Universal so you can use it on an iPhone or iPad, but it has a macOS version too, which is handy for working across both platforms. However, I’m going to focus on the iPad version because a large-screen iPad Pro with an Apple Pencil is where I’ve spent the most time using Notability and, like Federico, enjoy using it the most.
At its heart, Notability has one of the best ink engines available in any iOS app and superior palm rejection. The line width, color, and style can all be tweaked to exactly the way you want your handwriting and sketches to look as you write or draw. That’s critical if you’re sketching in the app, but it’s a big deal even if you are only taking handwritten notes because they need to be legible and attractive to be useful and worth coming back to day in, day out. Palm rejection is important too because nothing is more disruptive to taking notes as things jumping around or getting inadvertently marked up when you rest your hand on the iPad’s screen.
Notability doesn’t stop at handwriting, though. If you prefer to type your notes and create outlines, the app handles both. It’s not a full-featured outliner like OmniOutliner, but it handles multiple levels of indentation well. You can also record audio while you take notes, which is handy for students.
For research, I appreciate that Notability also supports photos and URLs. Photos can be resized, cropped and marked up. Standard URLs kick you out to Safari when tapped, but you can also embed a web clip in a note that gives you a preview of the website and opens in an embedded browser.
Notability’s flexibility affords users the opportunity to make everything look nice too. Text wraps around images and figures. Instead of trying to cram things in any available white space when you forget to add something to your notes, you can use the selection tool to grab an area of your notes and drag it to a new position, giving you plenty of space to add notes where you want to put them. When your notes are finished, you can share them using Box, Dropbox, Google Drive, or via WebDAV.
Overall, I still prefer GoodNotes for taking notes because I don’t need most of Notability’s advanced features and I like the design of GoodNotes more. That’s a matter of personal taste and my specific needs, but Notability is a close second and well worth a look if you need a note-taking app.
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Microsoft OneNote
Ryan: When discussing the top note-taking apps on iOS, Apple Notes, Evernote, and Bear all receive lots of attention in the Apple community. And in many ways, OneNote belongs in that premier category as well. Apple fans may at times be quick to write off Microsoft products, but the PC giant has grown quite good at making iOS apps, and OneNote is evidence of that.
OneNote differs from its major competitors in its approach to note-taking, with each note serving as an open canvas. You aren’t restricted to keeping text and other content organized in the traditional manner of being aligned left, right, or center. Instead text, photos, files, and more can be added anywhere on screen and moved around wherever you’d like. If you’d rather stick with a standard organization method, that’s fine too, but there’s freedom in OneNote to branch out and do more with your notes.
One of the ways OneNote takes advantage of its freeform canvas is with a large assortment of content types that can be added to each note. You can add tables, photos, audio recordings created right within the app, files, equations, and more. A favorite option of mine is called ‘PDF Printout,’ which embeds a PDF into the note and provides a full preview for every page of the PDF. These previews can be moved around individually within the document and resized to make them as large or small as you’d like.
A content type that pairs especially well with OneNote’s freeform approach is ink. The set of included drawing tools consists of three sizes of markers and a virtually limitless host of color options. These tools can be used to mark up other content in your note, such as the PDF previews I just mentioned, typed text, or images. It feels freeing to use the Apple Pencil to easily highlight, annotate, or otherwise draw attention to something in a note, and I hope in time that other note-taking apps will follow this same approach of freeform Pencil input.
Last month OneNote received a moderate redesign that primarily altered the app’s note organization method. Previously a list of notebook sections was laid out horizontally as tabs above your content, but now that horizontal row is gone, and sections are listed in a column alongside other columns for notebooks and pages. One of my favorite things about the new layout is that on the 12.9” iPad Pro, you can have both the section and page columns fully visible while you work within a note. This resembles Apple Notes’ three-pane layout, except that I like OneNote’s implementation even better because the columns are small enough that there’s still plenty of room for your note workspace, whereas in Apple Notes, the three-pane layout leaves less than half the screen available for writing.
There’s a lot to like about OneNote, and it really distinguishes itself from its competitors thanks to its different approach to note-taking. If you enjoy the traditional method of primarily typed content, aligned left, you might not find as much appealing about OneNote. But if you prefer a note-taking experience that more closely resembles pen and paper, with the benefit of typed content as well, OneNote is a powerful option worth checking out
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Lookmark
Ryan: Lookmark is a bookmarking service for Apple's various digital stores: the App Store and Mac App Store, iTunes Store, iBooks Store, and even the Podcasts directory. It serves as a unified hub for saving content from these various stores, and even provides a price tracking feature so you can take advantage of any sales on saved apps.
After creating a Lookmark account inside the app, you can begin using the app's share extension to save content from Apple's stores on your iPhone. Saving content is extremely easy – just select the share extension, then you'll see a popover slide up at the bottom of the screen confirming it's been saved. In addition to the iOS share extension, you can also save content from a Mac using the Lookmark browser extension in Safari or Chrome.
One advantage of Lookmark over Apple's native Wish List feature is that you can save both free and paid content, while Wish List only lets you save paid items. I tend to be pretty data-conscious while out and about, so I will rarely download a new app unless I'm on WiFi. Lookmark lets me save apps that look interesting without needing to spend any of my precious data, and thanks to the app's option to use a badge count for unread saved content, the badge on my Home screen is a visual cue when I'm back home to download those apps.
I also appreciate how Lookmark presents one unified place to find all saved content, whether it's a book or movie you want to purchase some day, an app, or something else. The ability to save podcasts is nice because often times I'll come across a new show that sounds interesting, but I don't have space in my normal allotted podcast time to fit the show in right then. I don't want that show sitting ignored in my podcast queue, making me feel pressured to listen to it, but I also don't want to entirely forget about it. With Lookmark I can save those shows away in a place that's out of sight, then whenever I do find myself with extra time to try a new podcast, I know just where to go.
Lookmark is completely free if all you need from it is a place to save content for later. But it also includes a paid subscription option to help you get the best deals on apps. Lookmark Plus is offered as $2.99, $4.99, and $7.99 subscription rates for three months, six months, and one year of service respectively. With Lookmark Plus, Lookmark will track the prices of all iOS and macOS apps you've saved in the app and send you a push notification when an app's price changes. If you download a lot of paid apps, Lookmark Plus can pay for itself, easily.
Lookmark is a simple utility in many ways, but it can be tremendously useful whether you just want to save one or two types of content or take advantage of the app's full roster of available options. And come this fall, it may become even more valuable: currently iOS 11's new App Store contains no way to access or save to a user's Wish List, and if that remains unchanged in September's public release, you'll definitely want to have Lookmark on hand.
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Hopper
John: Hopper helps you save money on airfare. I’ve used the app a few times over the past year, most recently when planning my trip to San Jose for WWDC. Hopper has a four-tab interface that opens to a search screen where it uses your location to suggest your ‘from’ airport. You can change that to look for fares from another city, but it’s a nice touch that reduces the amount of typing you need to do if you’re traveling from your current location.
When I was looking for a cheap fare to San Jose, I ran searches for San Francisco International Airport and San Jose’s airport. The initial search results screen doesn’t list airfare options. Instead, it shows a month-by-month heat map for traveling to that city. The calendar dates are color coded green, orange, dark orange, and red to give you an idea of what flying on those days will cost. You can also switch between one-way and round-trip fares and apply layover time filters.
Picking a month opens a calendar where you can pick start and end dates for your trip. Hopper then runs another search on those dates and shows you the lowest price it can find. At this point, you can tap ‘Shop Flights’ to purchase a ticket or ‘Watch this Trip.’ Hopper also gives you an idea of how much you can save by waiting and watching a trip and predicts when prices will start to rise.
I chose to book a flight early for WWDC but continued to watch to see how Hopper did with its predictions. I was impressed with the results. As WWDC approached, prices continued to fluctuate up and down. I received notifications from Hopper and could have saved a little more money if I had been more patient. Then just as predicted, prices began to rise a few weeks before my departure date.
You can receive push notifications of price changes for flights you are watching or use the Notifications tab in the app. The tab also includes alerts about flights to destinations from cities you’ve searched for flights from in the past, which is a nice way to plan a last minute trip and save some money.
Hopper also does a cool trick that I haven’t seen in any other app. If you screenshot search results, which I do to share them with family members, Hopper intercepts the screenshot and offers to send it to Messages, Facebook Messenger, or the system share sheet. The screenshot still ends up in your photo library, but the feature lets you send a screenshot without exiting the app to go to Photos to send it. What I like most about the feature is that it’s convenient for customers but also keeps them in the app, which I suspect helps minimize abandoned shopping sessions.
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Nomorobo
John: Earlier this year, the volume of junk phone calls I got on my iPhone started to increase. At first, it was a couple per week, but it wasn’t long before it became a couple per day, which became disruptive and annoying. I remembered I’d seen a post on Marco Arment’s blog about robocall blocking apps. After trying a few, Marco decided on Nomorobo and liked it, so I thought I’d give it a try too.
Robocall blocking was introduced by Apple as a new feature in iOS 10. Nomorobo, which is only available in the US, has an extensive list of known robocallers that it blocks. The company also leverages its network of users to identify numbers that are auto-dialing thousands of phone numbers in quick succession to help increase its accuracy. Unlike some of its competitors, Nomorobo has the added benefit that doesn’t require you to upload your contacts or personal information other than your iPhone’s telephone number.
After installing Nomorobo, it prompts you to go to the Phone section of the iOS Settings app. Find the Call Blocking & Identification entry and enable Nomorobo. That’s all there is to it other than occasionally updating Nomorobo’s database of blocked numbers, which the app can remind you to do periodically if you want.
Once you’re set up, Nomorobo works in the background blocking unwanted calls. If a robocall slips through, which it hasn’t for me yet, you can request that it be added to the blocked list by Nomorobo from within the app. The one caveat is that while robocalls won’t ring your iPhone anymore, they can get to voicemail. It’s a technical limitation that applies to any call-blocking app. I wish the database of blocked calls could be automatically updated in the background and that they couldn’t reach my voicemail, but the fact that robocalls can no longer ring my iPhone is a big win well worth the $19.99/year or $1.99/month cost for the service.
I’ve been using Nomorobo for a couple of months and love its combination of simplicity and effectiveness. Nomorobo is currently blocking over 473,000 robocall numbers from getting through to me for a price that I’m willing to pay to avoid the disruptions to my day. Also, if you have a VOIP-based landline phone, check out Nomorobo’s website where you can sign up for free robocall blocking for landline providers like Comcast/Xfinity and AT&T.
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Clips
Ryan: Clips was released by Apple earlier this year as a tool for creating short-form videos quickly and easily, and it received a major update earlier this week. In the age of ephemeral social sharing where services like Instagram and Snapchat have their own distinct tools for video creation, Clips provides a platform-agnostic option so that no matter where your content ends up being shared, you can use the same feature set and workflows.
I must confess that I’m not Clips’ target user. I’ve never created Stories on Snapchat or Instagram, I don’t make videos for YouTube, and I virtually never shoot video that’s meant to be shared with anyone else – videos are simply personal memory records for me. But despite all of that, when Clips was first announced I was very interested in it. Not because I thought I would turn into a social sharing beast once I got my hands on it, but because my prior experience with video editing apps had been lackluster.
The idea of creating well-edited videos has interested me for a while, but I never previously pursued that interest due to a lack of what I consider to be great mobile-first editing apps. I’ve given iMovie for iOS a try several times, but it never quite felt right to me. It felt more like a desktop-style app that was compressed for mobile rather than an app designed from the ground up for mobile. Third-party apps I tried weren’t great either.
My initial thoughts on Clips were positive, but I didn’t have a strong reason to dive deep with the app until just last month, when my wife Jess and I’s anniversary was coming up. I decided that rather than getting her a card as usual, I would make her a video using Clips. It would be a great opportunity to put the app through its paces, and I would get to give Jess something out of the ordinary that I thought she would enjoy.
Clips turned out to be exactly the tool I was hoping for. Opening the app doesn’t give me the feeling that I’m diving into a heavy project, like iMovie does. I can open it and get to work very quickly, spending just a few minutes at a time either shooting clips or editing existing ones. This makes it great for on the go content creation, something that tools like iMovie weren’t built for. There aren’t many menus and tool sets to navigate, so the app has a very low learning curve (but if you want some help, here’s a great video tutorial). Once you’ve learned the various tricks of the trade, it makes video creation simple. In stark contrast to the intimidation brought on by some other video editors I’ve tried, with Clips I very quickly felt empowered to make the content I had set out to make.
I ended up with a video just shy of six minutes for my wife, and it turned out better than I could have hoped. I used a mix of short clips of me talking into the camera, photos of memories from this past year that I gave commentary over while panning across the screen, and title cards as sort of chapter dividers. I was also able to easily add one of our wedding songs as background music, though the selection of built-in soundtracks are excellent too.
Clips isn’t a replacement for full-featured video editors, and its laundry list of limitations means it certainly isn’t intended for long-form content or anything ‘professional.’ But for the task of creating short, fun videos with ease, I highly recommend it. The only thing for me personally that I feel it’s lacking is iCloud syncing of files, as I’d love to shoot on iPhone and edit on iPad. But even without that, I’m still very happy with the app. It removes the mental barriers I’ve previously associated with video creation, and that’s a pretty substantial feat.
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Prisma
John: Prisma is a camera and photo filter app with a social network baked in. When you open Prisma you’re presented with a camera view from which you can take still images or video. There are also controls for setting the flash, whether you are using the front or rear camera. Beneath the shutter button is an arrow button if you prefer to pick a photo from you Photo Library instead of using Prisma for taking a picture.
After you take a picture or choose a photo, it’s time to apply a filter, which is the coolest part of Prisma. The app features dozens of artistic filters that transform your photos so they look like paintings with widely different styles. There are fewer filters for video and they can take a long time to apply, but they look equally great. The intensity of the filter is adjusted by swiping left and right and a split view to compare the filter as applied against the original photo is invoked by swiping down. There is also a storefront that you can access from the filters view where you’ll find even more filters to try.
You can save the resulting image or share it with the system share sheet. Alternatively, you can share to Prisma’s own feed, which can be accessed by swiping left from the camera view or tapping the little Prisma button in the top right corner of the camera view. The feed lets you post your images, browse posts by other people, and follow other users.
One thing I don’t like is that unless you turn on location services, browsing to find other interesting accounts in the feed is limited. However, if you turn on location services to browse the feed, your own posts will automatically include your location when you post. I don’t mind turning on location services to find other nearby accounts I might enjoy, but I’d like to have the option to leave that on, while posting images without location data.
Notwithstanding the lack of fine-grained control over location data, it’s easy to get lost in Prisma’s many filters. While some are a bit over the top, it’s remarkable how nice many images turn out.[image: ]
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Twitterrific
Ryan: Twitterrific’s reputation in many ways speaks for itself. Since its launch with the very first App Store in 2008, it has consistently distinguished itself as one of the premier Twitter clients on iOS. Thanks to its excellent Mac client, the day the iPhone was first released Apple blogger John Gruber made a public request for Twitterrific on iPhone. While the Mac client was eventually sunsetted, Twitterrific’s avid fanbase powered the revival of the Mac version via Kickstarter earlier this year.
Twitterrific for iOS contains all the features you would expect from a Twitter client for power users:
	•	Timeline sync is available with multiple options for how it behaves.
	•	You can customize the main interface tabs in several ways, including setting them for different lists you’ve created. This makes it easy to separate parts of Twitter into different topics you’re interested in, each with their own main tab.
	•	There’s robust support for keyword muting, but there’s also a ‘muffle’ feature that allows you to minimize tweets that match certain keywords without removing them entirely from your timeline. I love this softer take on muting because it allows you to customize your timeline to the point that what’s most important to you is front and center, while things that are less important but still of interest can remain in your timeline for you to expand and view when you want to.
	•	An analytics page called ‘Today’ beautifully visualizes the likes, retweets, followers, and replies you’ve received that day and allows easy filtering of each item.
	•	Viewing customization options are plentiful, as you can adjust font, font size, and text spacing, along with the size of media and profile pictures in your timeline. As with all great Twitter apps, there are light and dark modes, and there’s even an option to auto-adjust those modes based on time of day.
	•	If you’re an iPad user, Twitterrific supports Split View and even has a healthy selection of keyboard shortcuts.
One of my only issues with Twitterrific in the past has been something that doesn’t affect actual use, but is still important to me: I’m not a fan of the default app icon. It’s not my style, and I don’t like how it fits with other icons on my Home screen. Silly as that seems, it became a non-issue earlier this year when The Iconfactory added three custom icon choices to the app, one of which is an icon that brings me joy every time I see it.
There’s a lot to love about Twitterrific. If you’re looking for a top-notch third-party Twitter client, it’s one of the best options out there. And if a Mac version is crucial to you, that’s scheduled to arrive later this year.
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Affinity Photo
Ryan: Affinity Photo has existed on the Mac as a powerful photo editor since mid-2015, but because I made an iPad Pro my primary computer near the end of 2015, the app never quite hit my radar until its new iPad counterpart was demoed onstage at WWDC this June. The timing was perfect – Affinity was a pro iPad app launched alongside new iPad Pro models and the unveiling of the productivity-centered iOS 11.
One of the difficulties that comes along with complex apps like Affinity Photo is that ease of use can suffer. Just to share a little of my background, I’ve never been a regular Photoshop user. I had the desktop app for several years, but it was so intimidating that I hardly got any real benefit from it. It was a happy day when Pixelmator for Mac came along, as it offered photo editing tools I could wrap my head around. When I transitioned to iOS-first computing, Pixelmator for iOS continued to meet my basic needs well. I still love Pixelmator, but lately I’ve grown interested in exploring deeper levels of image editing, so I gave Affinity a try.
The power and complexity of Affinity Photo are evident from the first time you open an image: there are tools and sub-tools, menus and sub-menus galore. It could all be a little overwhelming were it not for two important items: the question mark button, and the app’s built-in tutorials.
When editing an image, Affinity contains a persistent question mark button in the lower right corner of the screen. Pressing and holding that button presents a much-appreciated cheat sheet tagging every visible piece of the interface. This means that every time I’m not sure how to find the tool or menu I’m looking for, discovery is only a question mark tap away.
This may seem like a small thing, but in practice it’s tremendously helpful in making the app’s learning curve more manageable. If I’m trying to learn a complex app and have to do a search – either inside the app or on the web – for a certain tool, before long I’m going to give up. In my mind no app is worth that amount of friction and work. Apps like photo editors exist to help empower users to get work done; they should work for the user, not make the user work for them. Yes, every app of a certain complexity will require a bit of work to get comfortable with, but Affinity’s question mark button helps ease the load considerably.
The second item that helps new users learn the app is built-in video tutorials. Often when official tutorials exist for an app – whether in the form of videos, articles, or eBooks – those tutorials live outside of the app itself. They might be linked to from within the app (typically buried in a litany of menus), but they almost always require being pushed outside the app to an external source, whether Safari, iBooks, or something else. Similar to the question mark vs. search issue, the first time you have to use a separate app for a tutorial, it probably isn’t that big a deal, but repetition quickly makes the task tedious. Ultimately the extra friction point serves to discourage the average user from adequately learning how to take advantage of the tools at their disposal.
Affinity Photo opts for a simpler approach to tutorials. A full range of extensive video tutorials are found right inside the app, and you can’t miss them. Upon opening Affinity Photo, the startup screen contains all of your saved projects alongside a few other key things, including tutorials. I found these video tutorials an excellent way to learn the app, but if written instruction is more your style, you can also access step by step directions on anything you can think of by tapping the question mark icon in the upper right area of Affinity’s main menu.
I don’t have the pedigree to tell you how Affinity Photo measures up against other desktop-class standards like Photoshop – though the qualified seem to agree that it holds its own and then some. I do, however, have the pedigree to say that if you’re in the same boat as me – wanting all the power of a desktop-class app but without the sharp learning curve – then Affinity is for you. Starting out with the app will undoubtedly require some hand holding, but the team behind Affinity knows that, and they’ve set users up for success.
Whether you’re an editing novice or expert, if you’re looking for a powerful photo editing solution on iOS, I highly recommend Affinity Photo.[image: ]
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LiquidText
Ryan: All across the U.S. schools are beginning the fall semester, and many high school and college students have started receiving assignments that require heavy research work. If you’re one of those students and you have an iPad, or especially an iPad Pro, LiquidText is the must-have app for conducting that research.
LiquidText, at its core, is a PDF viewer – but it’s so much more than that. Perhaps a more fitting designation would be ‘PDF suite.’ It presents a place to work with PDFs using a variety of powerful tools that are ultimately focused on aiding in research.
PDFs can be imported into the app via native integrations with Dropbox and Box, or through a third-party document provider. There’s also an extremely useful option to import a webpage as PDF – either using the LiquidText share extension in Safari or by using LiquidText’s native in-app browser. Once your file is open in the app, the fun begins.
The main working interface of the app consists of two spaces that appear side-by-side onscreen: your document, and your workspace. The workspace is a virtually endless canvas where you can house all sorts of research content. The onscreen space allotted to your document and workspace can be adjusted as you please, but for the best working experience that minimizes the need for regular view tweaks, I recommend the larger canvas of a 10.5” or 12.9” iPad Pro.
The power of LiquidText is found in the ability it provides you to manipulate and organize content from a PDF. One simple example is the ability to highlight portions of a document, then use ‘HighlightView’ to pinch the document so that only highlighted materials are visible. But the really neat stuff involves the app’s ink tools.
Ink in LiquidText is a way to draw freely on the surface of a document using either your finger, a third-party stylus, or – my favorite – the Apple Pencil. You can use ink to do anything you might normally do when reviewing a printed article with pen in hand, scribbling here or there in a natural, intuitive way. But LiquidText doesn’t settle for merely providing an experience similar to pen and paper: it improves on it. Ink is a way to use natural gestures to bring content from your document to life. Draw a circle (or any other enclosed shape) around a portion of the PDF you’re viewing, and you’ll then be able to lift that circled excerpt off the page and move it into your workspace. Draw a line from one piece of content to another, and a link is formed between them so you can quickly navigate back and forth as needed. You can also create an Ink Box to house your freeform notes or sketches. LiquidText’s ink tools feel like magic, offering a rich experience that’s both fun and productive.
The app also offers support for adding multiple documents to a single project, so you can create links between content from separate documents, and even combine excerpts from separate documents in your workspace.
LiquidText provides a powerful, uniquely digital research experience, combining the benefits of software with the natural feel of working with pen and paper. If you’re a student, or you have any work needs that would benefit from an improved research workflow, this app is for you.
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Square Cash
Jake: Cash, like its well-known competitors Venmo and PayPal, is a peer-to-peer money transferring app. After spending significant time using all three apps, I’ve settled with Cash, which I think is the easiest way to send money to the people in your life.
When you sign up for Cash, you’ll go through the typical steps: link your bank account, create a username (or, as Cash calls it, a cashtag), and verify your information to make sure everything is functioning properly. Once you’re all set, you can start sending and requesting money, which Cash makes incredibly easy.
At launch, the app provides you with a number pad and request and pay buttons; if, for example, you want to send your roommate $100 for rent, you tap the corresponding numbers, tap “Pay”, and enter in either your contact’s name, cashtag, phone number, or email address (you can also add a reason for the payment, but I rarely do). With the relevant information filled in and double-checked, you’ll complete the transaction by reaffirming your decision with the “Pay” button in the top right corner. For requests, the process is exactly the same – just make sure to choose the right buttons.
Cash also features basic banking functionality, allowing you to establish a balance that you can add to and withdraw from inside the app. By default, Cash will send money from this reserve first, then fall back to the bank account you have linked to your account. Cashing out is simple, too, and is free for standard, two-day deposits. If you need your money cashed out instantly, you can pay a 1% fee for immediate deposit.
There are a lot of things to love about Cash, but perhaps the most unique is its digital card. By enabling this feature, Cash will assign you debit card information – a card number, expiration date, and CVV – that can be used for purchases both online and in-person. This works really well, especially since you can add it to Apple Pay.
For those looking for a peer-to-peer money system that’s simple and cross platform, I’d thoroughly suggest giving Cash a try (note: Cash is US only at the time of writing, which is disappointing. I’m hoping to see it expand in the near future). When iOS 11 brings similar features to Apple Pay at launch, I’ll certainly be interested; however, it’ll be hard to unseat one of my favorite iOS apps.
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Anchor
Ryan: Anchor is an iPhone app for making and sharing audio – but that’s underselling it. A more fitting description would be the team at Anchor’s own stated goal: “democratizing audio creation and making tools available to anyone and everyone with a smartphone.” It’s a big goal, but so far I think they’re clearly on the right path.
Audio creation done right can be a very complex, specialized task. If you want to start sharing something with the world in audio form, there are several technical hurdles you’ll probably have to overcome first. Anchor seeks to modernize and simplify the technical aspects of the job so that anyone can do it, and with ease.
The UI of Anchor is beautifully designed from top to bottom. Every aspect of the interface has been carefully thought through and is clearly made with love. While I remember checking Anchor out in its early days and coming away mostly indifferent, just in the last few months I dove in again and was floored by how well-polished and attractive the app is now – not just in how it looks, but in how it works too. Setting up an account, getting a radio station going, recording audio, and publishing it are all extremely simple.
Where Anchor has impressed me even more is in its ability to get the fine details of the experience right. If you want your Anchor-generated content to be published as a podcast across platforms like Apple Podcasts, Anchor removes as much complexity from that task as possible. It even allows you to manually select which of your recordings you’d like to publish as podcasts, and which you’d rather keep in Anchor – a thoughtful touch that takes into account what most real-world users want. When Anchor recently introduced video generation for sharing audio clips, I was blown away at how clean and effective the process is. Even more recently, Anchor’s CEO Michael Mignano shared how the team approached handling audio editing on mobile. Rather than opting for the standard approach seen in traditional audio editors that centers on trimming waveforms, the Anchor team built a system that leverages its existing word-by-word audio transcription. Rather than looking at a waveform, you get to see the actual words that were spoken and choose from there which portions of the recording to keep or cut. While this simple approach has its drawbacks and isn’t a sufficient editing method for professional podcasters, it’s a fresh, user-friendly design that, with some iteration, has the potential to revolutionize audio editing for the masses.
The success of Anchor isn’t so much in its ability to throw audio creation tools in an app – we have that already, in a very basic form at least, with the iPhone’s built-in Voice Memos. Its success is in being an app that people actually know how to use, and want to use. In writing for MacStories I try a lot of apps, and every now and then I come across an app that I don’t really need, but that I wish I did because it’s simply a joy to use – Anchor is one such app. Anchor’s team is clearly doing great work, and I can’t wait to see what they do next.
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Bear
Jake: There’s a small list of apps I feel I couldn’t live without, ranging from entertainment to messaging and utilities. The app that tops this list is Bear, my go-to for note-taking, review-writing, and so much more. It’s the app I’ve put the most words into, holding hundreds of notes spanning tens of thousands of words.
What Bear does so well is blur lines – between the average user and professionals, between simple and complex, and between text, drawing, and media. From the ground up, Bear is designed to be used by anyone and everyone, offering rich functionality in a package that’s approachable and minimalistic yet powerful.
One of the main reasons I’ve chosen to make Bear my text editor is because of its Markdown support, which I use in virtually everything I write. For MacStories articles, Bear has proven to be perfect for my needs, handling links, headers, and other formatting as gracefully as I’d hope. Though I tend to use shortcuts or simply type out my Markdown by hand, Bear offers formatting buttons that make it easy to turn your text into Markdown.
Another win for Bear is its tagging system, utilizing hashtags to categorize your documents. For example, many of my articles are tagged #macstories so that I can see every draft I have written for the site and newsletter. This makes notes easy to find, revisit, and update over the course of time.
Bear works well for those who are looking for a basic text editor too. It’s remarkably distraction-free and offers multiple viewing perspectives to help you get the right setup. At the same time Bear’s support of checklists, bullets, and sketching lets you take it further if you want, handling just about anything you want to throw at it.
Although the basic version of Bear will work just fine for many people, paying for a Bear Pro subscription was a no-brainer for me, if only for the cross-device sync. For $1.49/month or $14.99/year, Bear Pro delivers sync, advanced exporting functionality, and new themes, which provide new ways to set up your writing environment. With all that Bear offers me, $1.49 per month is something I can swing for an app I love.
Bear’s ability to turn messy text into a readable document is, from my experience, completely unmatched. Even though it lacks a few features I’d love to see, like in-line markup, I can confidently say that Bear is my favorite writing app.
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Spotify
Jake: As much as I try to love Apple Music – and there are many reasons to – I can’t ever seem to drop Spotify. After all these years, what’s most incredible about Spotify is that there’s hardly anything wrong with it – its greatness is becoming so boring that I want to try something else. And yet, I’m always coming back for three main reasons: its aesthetics, playlists, and user experience.
Spotify’s design is the anti-Apple Music, a dark interface that packs information into every screen you’re using. Usually, I prefer Apple’s simplified design style, but since I spend a lot of time browsing music, it’s critical that I can access as many options as possible. Instead of blinding whites and large headers, Spotify is the app you can use when you’re trying to turn on music before bed – which, as the semester drags on, I’m doing much more.
By far my favorite part of Spotify is its playlists, which are often times curated so closely to my tastes that I don’t dig into my library at all. Admittedly, Apple Music is getting better at this, but I still think Spotify understands me better as my preferences jump from genre to genre. And when I’m looking for new music or to jump in to 2000’s hits, Spotify usually has just the right thing for me. Between the service’s countless options and playlists from the community, there’s always a curated selection of incredible songs.
With that being said, the most noticeable thing in my day-to-day life recently has been Spotify’s exceptional user experience. Navigating Spotify is a breeze, assuring me that I’m always in the right place without confusing me about my local and streaming music. With defined terms as tabs – “browse, search, your library” – I can quickly get to where I want to go.
What also lies in UX is the feature I can’t believe Apple hasn’t copied yet: music handoff. If I’m listening to twenty one pilots on my phone, Spotify pushes that update to all my devices, allowing me to pause the music on my phone and tell my Google Home to start where it left off. It’s incredible how well this works, and I hope Apple brings this to Apple Music for the HomePod.
When it comes to music streaming, Spotify reigns supreme for good reason. I won’t be cancelling my Apple Music student membership quite yet, but I’d be lying if I said I haven’t thought about it.
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Prizmo Go
Ryan: There’s something downright magical about using an app like Prizmo Go. The app excels at identifying written text from a printed page, extracting it, and bringing that text into the digital realm. I won’t share all the details here of how the app works, because Federico did that expertly in his review earlier this year. But I do want to call attention to the design details that make a remarkable task – effortlessly bringing text from the physical world into the digital – into a remarkable experience.
It would have been just fine for Prizmo Go to have an essentially invisible UI for its OCR workflow. If the app had you hold your iPhone over a printed document, threw up a spinning wheel while the OCR took place, then copied recognized text to the clipboard or share sheet, it would have been fine – the task accomplished is still impressive enough. But through implementing a thoughtful UX for the image capture and review process, Prizmo Go ensures that frustration with potential errors is kept to a minimum, and the entire process becomes a delight.
With Prizmo Go, when you point your camera at some text, blue underlines indicate in real-time exactly which text is being recognized by the system. This tiny feature’s absence could have led to endless frustration, as users would assume they were capturing everything their eyes could see, without knowing what text the app was actually detecting. The way the app is set up now, it’s easy to line up the camera in such a way that you know exactly what’s being recognized – once it’s lined up right, you simply hit the capture button. After the image is taken, the experience continues to be smooth and intuitive. You see a split view showing the captured image, with blue highlights over the words that were recognized, alongside the newly imported digital text. This enables quick, effective comparisons to ensure everything was captured correctly – and if there’s an error, you can edit the text right then and there. Even the fact that digital text appears in a modal card-like interface that can be resized easily adds to the experience. And at the bottom of the screen, a toolbar offers options to have the captured text read aloud, copied to the clipboard, or shared using the share sheet. From start to finish, the process is well thought through and enjoyable.
Prizmo Go was recently updated for iOS 11 with support for drag and drop on iPad, which enables a couple different actions. Most impressive perhaps is that you can drop a picture from another app into Prizmo Go, and the image’s text will be immediately extracted. You can also export recognized text from Prizmo Go in two ways: you can drag highlighted text directly out of the captured image, or you can drag the Copy button out of the toolbar – both of which grab the full body of captured text for you to drop elsewhere. I’ve historically used Prizmo Go exclusively on iPhone, but these changes make it an even more powerful tool on iPad.
In the iPhone’s early days, we were all amazed as app after app gave our smartphones new superpowers we previously couldn’t have imagined. While over the last several years society’s excitement over apps has settled down a bit, and familiarity has made it harder for a new app to impress, Prizmo Go incites that old sense of wonder in me. I’ve lived a largely paperless life for several years, so I don’t find need for the app often, but every time I do, Prizmo Go is a delight to use.
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Notebook
Ryan: Notebook by Zoho is a relatively new player to the iOS notes game, debuting in mid-2016 and quickly expanding to a variety of other platforms. Squarely aimed at targeting Evernote’s market, Notebook is now available on iOS, Mac, Android, and in a web version. My only experience is with the iOS app, but based on my research, the product seems to offer a consistent experience across all platforms.
Like Evernote, Notebook offers versatility in what kinds of notes you can create. Obviously text notes are a thing, but Notebook can also create and/or store audio notes, checklists, documents of nearly any type, photos, and sketches. You can add these different content types into existing notes, or simply create them as standalone notes. The various options are laid out clearly and never make the app feel overly complicated. I don’t know if it’s just due to Notebook’s bright, lively, colorful design, but everything in the app feels very simple and approachable in a way that Evernote’s feature set doesn’t.
With Notebook’s recent 4.0 release, it added a great feature called Smart Cards. These offer special formatting to different content types to better help them stand out, similar to what Apple Notes does with things like rich links. The first three Smart Cards are for recipes, videos, and links, but more are apparently on the way. The latter two provide a rich preview of the video or link in question, which instantly improves your notebooks in both function and form – they provide more information while looking better at the same time. The recipe Smart Cards are especially neat though: when saving recipes from some of the most popular cooking sites, Notebook will extract the recipe’s photo, description, and cooking instructions, and place them alongside a checklist of necessary ingredients.
One issue I see a lot with newer note-taking apps is that they work well on iPhone, but neglect the iPad. In some cases they might technically be Universal apps, but their iPad versions won’t support the 12.9” iPad Pro, Split View, or any of the other key features that pro iPad users require. Zoho’s Notebook, I’m happy to report, is an excellent iPad citizen. Full iPad Pro resolution support is here, plus Split View, and following iOS 11’s release, Notebook was one of the first apps to add drag and drop support. Thanks to the app’s specialization in holding a diverse array of content types, it’s one of the most powerful drag and drop apps available today.
There’s more I could praise about Notebook – like its SiriKit support or excellent watchOS 4 app – but you’re better off just checking the app out yourself. It’s an entirely free product, which may scare some people, but Zoho stresses how important privacy and data security are to the company; Notebook is supported by the company’s successful paid products.
I’ve been aware of Notebook since its launch, but never did more than play around with it a little. My recent time spend diving deep into the app surprised me – it’s a truly solid alternative to Apple Notes and Evernote. If you’ve never given the app a serious look before, there’s no better time than the present.
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Things 3
Ryan: There’s one funny fact that seems true of nearly everyone who relies on a task manager: no matter how happy we may be with our current system, we’re always open to trying out the newest, shiniest solution brought into the world by developers.
Things 2 was the task manager I initially bought into when I purchased my first iPhone and MacBook Pro and got serious about productivity. The app appeared to expertly walk the tightrope between simple and powerful, and its visual design resonated with me. While I was faithful to Things for a long stretch, eventually the lure of other apps, combined with Things 3’s seemingly endless development cycle, pulled me away.
When whispers of Things 3’s impending release came about, I was intrigued, but mostly still satisfied with the app I was using at the time: Todoist. But then I ended up giving Things 3 a full review, and eventually made it my full-time task manager. My review contains extensive details on the app, so I’m going to focus here solely on a few key features I love.
Tasks carry over each day without punishment. Most task managers make sure to let you know if you failed to complete a task on its assigned date. The task will be marked with an Overdue tag – likely something big, bold, possibly red, and impossible to ignore. Perhaps some people appreciate that approach, but I’m not one of them. Very few of my tasks are things that absolutely have to get done on a certain day, at a certain time, or else the world will end. And out of those handful of tasks, absolutely none of them are things I’m likely to totally blank on and need a loud, blaring reminder that they’ve yet to be completed. Things provides a much simpler, more friendly approach to overdue tasks: they simply stay in your Today list until completed. I love this because it removes the need to ever reschedule a task for tomorrow just to avoid being punished by my task manager. It also works especially well with daily recurring tasks: if, for example, I have a repeating task to read a book, a failure to check it off one day doesn’t result in having two of the same task the next day. Things knows better than that. And, lest you grow concerned about the possibility of missing an important deadline, Things does contain a Deadline feature, separate from the standard assigned date feature, so you can still receive that annoying red flag if you absolutely must have it.
The Magic Plus Button. Task creation is one of the most important parts of a task manager, yet it also tends to be the place many modern task managers need the most change. There’s a fine balance that needs to be found between making it easy to get new tasks down on your list, and inputting all the necessary data accompanying a task. The Magic Plus Button is an interesting, fun way to streamline the job of task input. While you can always just hit the button and start typing away, if you want to save a bit of time inputting due dates, or rearranging tasks, you can simply pick up the button, drag it where you’d like your new task to go, then drop. Drop it within your Upcoming list to automatically set an appropriate due date, or drop it in the Today list in exactly the place you want the task to be ordered. I love this feature – but I understand that it can seem gimmicky at first. For proof of how useful it is, how’s this: the professional powerhouse OmniFocus recently added a similar functionality thanks to the power of iOS 11’s drag and drop, and it’s great there too.
Siri support, even on the Watch. Things recently added extensive support for Siri, so you can add tasks assigned to particular dates and lists using only your voice. The feature works great. What gives Things the advantage over competitors who also have Siri support is that its Apple Watch app carries the same functionality; Siri on the Watch can add tasks to Things just like it can on your iOS devices.
Things 3 still carries some low-hanging fruit – like the inability to mark a repeating task as complete ahead of time, and a limited implementation of iOS 11’s drag and drop – but overall it’s a strong option, and it’s currently the task manager that appeals most to me. I recently left the app to give Apple’s Reminders another try, but am now happily back with Things, and don’t imagine switching anytime soon – that is, until the next new, shiny option comes along.
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Gladys
Federico: When iOS 11 was announced at WWDC in June, I received several emails from developers who, disappointed by the lack of a shelf feature for iPad (as I imagined it in my concept), told me they were going to make their own based on the new drag and drop APIs. For the past few months, I’ve tested dozens of these apps – some of them fulfilling the promise of a powerful shelf for iOS 11, others acting as mere conduits to a minimal Slide Over clipboard manager. We‘ve written about our favorite shelf apps twice on MacStories already, but I’ve chosen to keep only one of them on my iPad for now: Gladys.
Gladys almost came out of nowhere: it’s the only app I didn’t test this summer, but its developer managed to implement nearly every advanced functionality I was hoping third-party shelf apps would include. Like other similar apps, Gladys lets you import content – any kind of item, whether it’s a document, a text selection, or an email message – by dropping it into its main UI. Clipped items are represented through large thumbnail previews, which can be exported outside of the app with drag and drop, copied to the clipboard, or shared. You can search your items and, obviously, use Gladys in Slide Over for the best clipping experience. So far, pretty standard stuff for an iOS 11 shelf app.
[image: ]Inspecting item types in Gladys.
Where Gladys outperforms the competition is in the advanced options available to iPad power-users who want to take drag and drop to the next level. First off, thanks to the nature of the drag and drop framework in iOS 11, a dropped item can contain multiple flavors for the same data. For instance, a text selection dragged from Safari can include a plain text version as well as a rich text one; the destination app can use the one it prefers depending on format compatibility. Gladys, however, doesn’t choose one version for each item – it keeps them all. Thus, if you drag an email message from Mail, a note from Bear, or anything else on the system, drop it in Gladys, then inspect it with a tap, you’ll see all the possible flavors for the selected item that Gladys archived. And the best part is, Gladys lets you pick up one version of an item and drag it out to drop it somewhere else in the app or in another app altogether. I wish that Gladys supported more native type previews in the detail popover (images aren’t previewed inline, for instance), but I can live with this design for now.
Furthermore, Gladys offers a file provider extension, which can be used to preview and manage clippings as native documents in the Files app. Items saved in Gladys are stored as folders in the Files extension, each containing all the possible variations of an item as documents you can preview and export. I don’t use Gladys’ file provider extension much, but this means I can import Gladys items easily in other apps that feature an iOS 11 file picker.
Finally, Gladys comes with a couple of handy tricks to simplify management of clipped items in the app: you can add a comment in the detail screen of each item (useful to keep a note for something important), and you can also create labels to filter larger collections of items.[image: ]Gladys’ Files Extension.
There are a couple of features I miss from Gladys: it doesn’t offer the same UI polish of Yoink for iOS, and you won’t be able to group related items in folders. Also, like other shelf apps for iOS 11, Gladys doesn’t sync to other devices, nor does it offer an iPhone version.
My ideal shelf app would be a combination of Yoink and Gladys – a powerful shelf client with an elegant interface and the ability to rename and group items. Yoink is the more popular option among all the shelf apps for many today, but I wanted to cover Gladys because the app has been a genuine surprise and its developer is improving it at a rapid pace. If you’re still looking for a shelf app to complement your iPad experience in iOS 11 with powerful integrations and smart design touches, I’d recommend giving Gladys a try.
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Inoreader
John: These days I get the lion’s share of my news from Twitter, but RSS feeds still play an important role. I don’t like to clog my timeline with a lot of publications, so the links I find on Twitter tend to be things shared by people I follow instead. That’s a great way to catch the highlights, but it’s not very good at uncovering interesting articles from smaller sites or topics that don’t interest the people I follow. For those sorts of things, I turn to a large collection of RSS feeds that I access with Inoreader.
I’ve been using Inoreader for about a year and still feel like I’ve barely scratched the surface. That’s because Inoreader features a wide array of customization options, filters, rules and other ways to tweak the way your feeds are delivered and viewed. Some of those options can be found in Inoreader’s iOS app, but even more are available in the settings of its web app.
In the iOS app, there are three ways to view articles (as a simple text list, a text list with a small image preview, or a large image with the title overlaid), three themes (light, aqua, and dark), two ways to sort articles (newest to oldest and vice versa), and three ways to filter articles (all, unread, and starred). There are additional options for adjusting the typography, whether unread badges are shown, adding tags to articles, and marking them as favorites or unread. There’s even an option to use Inoreader’s custom share menu or the system share sheet, which I prefer. With a little upfront tweaking, it’s easy to customize Inoreader’s interface to suit your reading preferences.
Still, there are other RSS readers that are highly customizable and some, like Unread, that are better designed. What sets Inoreader apart though, is the automation that can be set up in its web app and the tools it provides that make the app a powerful research tool. Feeds can be filtered with rules based on several kinds of metadata. When Inoreader finds a match, it performs an action on the feed. For example, you can use keywords or regular expressions to automatically tag articles, send them to read-it-later services, or fire off notifications to your Mac or iOS device. Inoreader’s built-in automation can be extended with IFTTT too.
Searches can be performed on your feeds, or the public feeds of other Inoreader users, and saved. Saved searches update in the background and can be set up as RSS feeds themselves, creating a personalized super-feed based on a particular topic. Another nice feature is the ability to highlight terms in articles, which can be helpful when scanning lots of articles quickly. There are also social features for commenting on articles and sharing them publicly, but I don’t use those.
Many of Inoreader’s features are free, but some of the most powerful – like rules, saved searches, and IFTTT integration – require a paid subscription. There are three paid tiers, each of which include different features ranging from $14.95/year to $49.99/year. As someone who needs to stay up to date on a wide range of topics, I’ve found Inoreader to be well worth the price. By using its rules and other tools, Inoreader takes an enormous amount of data and pares it down to a much more relevant subset, which saves me precious time.
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LookUp
Ryan: Normally when it comes to a simple utility like a dictionary, when iOS includes system features that meet my need adequately enough, I don't bother to look for a third-party option. For example, iOS' built-in Look Up feature (not to be confused with the app I'm highlighting) is a handy tool that I use all the time – nothing beats selecting a word and getting a definition with a single tap. But sometimes there's a third-party app I simply have to use because it so impresses: LookUp is one such app.
LookUp's strength isn't in having the best, most comprehensive listings for each word, nor in some standout feature that you can't live without. What keeps me coming back to LookUp is its gorgeous design. The app is reminiscent in many ways of iOS 11's revamped App Store, with a bright interface housing colorful, attractive content cards. The cards' rounded rectangles and other features are so similar to stories on the App Store's Today screen, it's almost as if Apple could have designed LookUp itself. Text is also clear and beautiful, making content shine on the iPhone X's Super Retina display.
A key piece of LookUp that combines its looks and functionality is the word of the day, where every featured word is accompanied by a lovely illustration. While I'm not normally that interested in learning new, uncommon words, I've found myself frequently drawn in to check out these words in LookUp because of the illustrations. Simple as they may seem, they add a lot to the experience and anchor the app's design language.
LookUp is available on both iPhone and iPad, and the iPad version supports iOS 11's drag and drop. You can drop a word into the app to receive its full dictionary listing, or even drop an image in – LookUp uses Apple's Vision framework to recognize the image's primary object and provide its definition. This same technology powers a feature called LookAround, which allows the app to recognize and define objects in the real world using your device's camera. Both features have room to improve in the accuracy department, but when they work right, they're very neat.
If the standard, systemwide dictionary tools in iOS aren't enough for you, or you're simply looking for a great place to learn new words, give LookUp a try.
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Bobby
Federico: Over the past couple of years, a lot of my favorite iOS apps have adopted subscription-based models, which, according to developers, have proven to be more sustainable in the long term than paid-upfront or one-time In-App Purchases. These subscription-based apps, in addition to web services that already featured recurring subscriptions (such as music streaming, cloud storage, and web automation services), have resulted in monthly payment cycles that are often hard to keep track of across multiple platforms and websites.
Bobby is an iPhone app that wants to help you monitor all your recurring subscriptions by offering a dashboard where individual services and apps are clearly indicated through the use of colors and custom icons. One of the best aspects of Bobby is that it comes pre-loaded with hundreds of popular services: by searching in its database upon adding a new subscription, you’ll find popular options such as AT&T and Netflix, but also Apple Music and Spotify, apps like Ulysses and Bear, services such as iCloud and Amazon Prime, and, yes, even Club MacStories. These services can be added with one tap to your list, and they come with official colors and logos already set, so you only need to customize the cost and your billing period. However, if a service or app you pay for isn’t in Bobby’s (growing) database, you can add custom subscriptions by manually choosing a name, custom icon, and color.
In a subscription’s detail screen, Bobby lets you specify a first bill (a start date for a subscription), a cycle, and a duration. Here, you can also tell Bobby to send you a reminder days or weeks before a subscription is due so you won’t forget to pay it. Finally, once you’ve configured a few subscriptions in the app, you’ll be able to see your average monthly expense at the bottom of the main list – which is useful to get an idea of how much you’re spending each month on apps and web services.[image: ]Bobby isn’t a complex app: it does one thing exceptionally well, it syncs with iCloud so your subscriptions are always backed up, and it looks great both with the light and dark theme. I’ve long struggled to maintain a spreadsheet to keep track of my recurring subscriptions; Bobby solves that problem with elegance and convenience.
You can download Bobby for free on the App Store (the app features In-App Purchases to unlock extra features), and read our original review here.
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Airtable
Ryan: Recently Federico and John covered the topic "Apps and Good Intentions" on AppStories, and their discussion made me think of a similar issue I have. They focused on downloading apps in the hopes that those apps would lead to life improvement in areas like health and learning, while I tend to focus more on apps that can improve my working life – even when I don't have a present use for them. A productivity-focused app comes along and looks like a well-polished product that could be truly beneficial to my work, but it simply doesn't meet any needs I have at the time. Airtable, until recently at least, was one such app.
Airtable is a modern database tool that makes the classic spreadsheet look, well, as dated as it really is. The app touts its flexibility as a tool that can be used for organizing data of any kind – example uses mentioned in-app are as odd and diverse as can be, ranging from a blog editorial calendar to indie film production, pet medical history, a grocery list, and, of course, cattle ranching. Despite this flexibility, and a few attempts at using the service for several different aspects of my work, the app never stuck for me. It seemed like a great tool, just not for anything I needed to do at the time.
In the last few months that changed, however, as I took on the task of building an advanced contact database for my day job. After researching several unhelpful and overly expensive solutions, I excitedly remembered that Airtable existed.
Airtable does a great job of on-boarding new users, with built-in video tutorials and a host of templates in various categories to help you get started. Once you get to work, the app very much resembles a modern-day spreadsheet, with more flexibility and a more attractive design.[image: ]Fields in an Airtable database are not just blank text boxes, but instead they can be tailored to the type of content they'll hold. You can specify fields for checkboxes, dates, phone numbers, currency, ratings, and much more. One small touch I appreciate is that for contact-related fields like email and phone number, Airtable's iOS app includes buttons to initiate a new message or phone call in-app with a single tap, bypassing the need to open a separate app to reach out to someone.
The feature I've used the most in my time with Airtable so far is the ability to link fields to separate tables. I have one master table with all contacts listed, and lots of different fields to specify different information about each contact. Thanks to the ability to link records, the info saved in each field is consolidated in separate tabs so as to more easily digest the information. For example, I have inputted answers regarding whether someone is or isn't on our group email or text lists, and it's easy to see who is or isn't by opening the separate "Text List" and "Email List" tabs, which automatically populate people under a "Yes" or "No" depending on the information I have in the main table.
Airtable's flexibility and automation tools, paired with a lovely design, make it a strong option for database needs. My only experience is with the iOS app, which is excellent, but there are also apps available for macOS, Windows, and Android, plus a great web client. I've only been using the app a couple months, so I'm sure there's a lot I haven't explored yet, but so far it's been a delight.
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Just Press Record
John: Whenever I think about Just Press Record, I’m reminded of Drafts by Agile Tortoise. Both have a singular focus: fast capture. Drafts captures text that’s destined for another location, while Just Press Record does the same for audio but with the twist that it can turn that audio into text.
The design of Just Press Record follows the conventions pioneered in iOS 10 by the Music app and used more widely in iOS 11, including the big bold headers at the top of each section. The sections are accessed from a tab bar at the bottom of the screen that’s dominated by a big red record button in the middle. To the record button’s left is a Recents tab that includes recent recordings, and a Browse tab that organizes recordings by date into folders. On the other side of the record button are a Search tab for finding past recordings and a Watch tab that displays a list of audio files rec	orded on your Apple Watch. There’s also a true black mode that looks terrific on the iPhone X.
However, my favorite part of Just Press Record is its audio transcription, which feels like magic. When turned on, the app will transcribe your audio almost immediately after you stop recording. If you speak clearly and the environment isn’t too noisy, the transcription is very accurate and allows Just Press Record to provide robust search functionality for audio files that would otherwise be hard to distinguish from one another.
When you’re finished recording and have a little more time, you can share the audio or transcript using the iOS system share sheet. It’s a great way to do things like append to a list of books you’d like to read, movies you’d like to watch, or ideas for projects that you want to explore later.
Just Press Record has an excellent Apple Watch app too. The interface is simple: there are just two screens. The first is nothing but a big red record button. Tap it, and you can start recording. Swipe right to left to view and play your most recent recording. From here you can also Force Touch the screen to reveal options to send the recording to your iPhone immediately, delete the current recording, or delete all recordings on your Watch.
Capture tools like Just Press Record create another sort of inbox to collect information that you need to deal with later, but in my experience, it’s worth adding another app I need to periodically check because it’s such a low-friction way to record your thoughts and send them elsewhere. Each audio file is easy to review and manage because the transcription simplifies the review process and adds the ability to use the audio with apps that can only handle text. Once you get into the habit of recording stray thoughts that you might otherwise forget, Just Press Record starts feeling more like a superpower than an app.
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Productive
Federico: We all have things we wish we were better at, or at least more disciplined in following on a daily basis so they become a routine. For me, that's exercising and remembering to be thankful for the job I have. Over the years, I tried to create todos for similar habits in my task manager, but ultimately I didn't like having such personal goals intermixed with work projects and other repeating tasks. A few weeks ago, I set out to find a dedicated habit tracker that would work for me, and I settled on Productive.
Despite its GTD-sounding name, Productive is all about self-improvement and creating a daily habit routine you can stick with. The app is based on a simple premise: you can create morning, afternoon, and evening habits, giving each one its own repeating schedule. For example, you may want to exercise every day of the week except Sunday, or meditate every other day at 9 PM. You can set the app to have general reminders with a summary of all the habits you should follow for the day, or you can assign individual reminders with custom times and sounds to each habit. This flexibility allows you to scale back the amount of reminders the app sends you if it's a particularly busy week, or alternatively ramp up the alerts if you feel like you need a stronger push.
What I like about Productive is its simplicity and bold look. Habits are displayed with large type and colors are used throughout the app to denote habit statuses and sub-sections. You can also assign custom icons to habits to make them stand out visually; they look great with the app's dark theme. Productive tries not to overwhelm you with stats and numbers about your life, but if you want to, you can open a habit's detail screen to view averages, streaks, and other week-by-week breakdowns, which I believe will prove useful over time as I keep using Productive.
Finally, the latest version of Productive brought iPad support to the app, which is also available on the Apple Watch and syncs with iCloud across all platforms. Productive is a subscription-based app: if you want to unlock unlimited habits, stats, trends, passcode lock, and controls for individual habit reminders, you'll have to become a Premium member. I went with the Annual option.
There's no shortage of great habit trackers on the App Store these days. I chose Productive because it works everywhere and its separation of morning/evening habits is ideal for my routine and lifestyle. As 2017 draws to a close and if you feel like you want to improve aspects of your life you've been neglecting, now would be a fantastic time to take Productive for a spin.
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Feed Hawk
Federico: A common limitation to RSS readers for iPhone and iPad is the inability to subscribe to new websites and their feeds directly from iOS. While some clients have this feature, it's usually non-discoverable, or implemented poorly without support for subscribing from Safari. Feed Hawk, developed by Golden Hill Software (the same company behind Unread), fixes this problem with an extension.
Feed Hawk is extremely simple to use: in the app, you pick your RSS service of choice (all the popular ones are supported, included Feedly and Inoreader) and enable the extension in the share sheet. This is all there is to the app itself. In Safari, once you've found a blog you'd like to add to your subscriptions, invoke the Feed Hawk share extension and it'll scan the page for recognized RSS feeds. You'll then be presented with a list of feeds, where you can pick one (or multiple ones) to add to your RSS service, subscribing without leaving the extension in Safari.
The best aspect of Feed Hawk is that it integrates with RSS services using their APIs, so it doesn't have to launch an app on your device to add a feed to your subscriptions. And because Feed Hawk talks with these services directly, the extension shows you whether an RSS feed is already present among your subscriptions, saving you the trouble of subscribing again.
I've been using Feed Hawk to add new websites to Inoreader for the past year, and I highly recommend it. If you'd like to add some new voices to your reading queue in 2018, I suggest doing so with Feed Hawk and Safari on iOS.
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Kaleidoscope
John: I was delighted when Kaleidoscope suddenly appeared on the iPad last year. Black Pixel set the standard for diffing tools on the Mac, making it easy to compare files, folders, and photos. With the addition of drag and drop functionality and the new document picker in iOS 11, suddenly the elements were in place to make an iPad version of the app that is just as effortless to use.
I like the way Kaleidoscope adapts to the way I work. You can drag files, folders, or photos into the app while working in Split View or use the document picker. Comparisons are generated lightning fast and color coded so you can easily see exactly what has changed. Files can be viewed side-by-side or with the changes stacked on top of each other. Tapping the double arrow between two files swaps their positions regenerating the comparison. Modifications can be merged by dragging one section of a document onto the other to merge them, which makes the process of accepting or rejecting edits fast.
The app can handle multiple comparisons and files too. Files can be added to the file drawer across the top of the screen where they can be swapped in and out with the files you are currently comparing. You can also create multiple sets of comparisons that are accessible from a panel that slides over from the left edge of the screen. It’s a combination that makes it easy to compare multiple files against each other quickly without having to navigate through a file picker over and over.
I use Kaleidoscope primarily for comparing text files. Working Copy, the GitHub client that we use at MacStories to keep articles in sync as we edit each other’s work, has basic diff highlighting, but Kaleidoscope is more versatile and easier to read. Fortunately, because Working Copy is a file provider in the document picker, it’s trivial to drag specific versions of an article from it into Kaleidoscope, make changes and save them back to Working Copy where they can be committed for others to see.
There are multiple ways to compare images too. You can look at them side-by-side, review just one, tapping to switch between the two, view part of each with an adjustable split-screen slider, or apply a diff mask that visually highlights the differences between them. Folder comparisons look a lot like text file comparisons with different colored highlighting depending on whether a file has changed, is new or missing, or unchanged.
Kaleidoscope shows off the type of professional apps that the iPad Pro and iOS 11 enable. It’s free to use for 14 days, after which it costs $20. That’s a lot by App Store standards, but if you work with computer files and folders all day, you’ve undoubtedly needed an app like this before, and Kaleidoscope is head and shoulders better than any of the built-in track changes or other diffing systems found in text editors and other applications.
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Zipped
John: Zipped is the kind of app that should be built into Apple’s Files app, but it’s not. Fortunately, developer Eytan Schulman has filled the gap with Zipped, a utility for packing and unpacking ZIP files that supports the latest iOS 11 features like drag and drop.
Zipped is great to use in Split View on an iPad when you want to share several files with someone. Grab each from the Files app, or another app that organizes files, like Documents or DEVONthink To Go, and drag them into Zipped. The empty cardboard box will animate to let you know it’s okay to drop your files. As soon as you do so, Zipped compresses them and gives you the option to share the ZIP file via the share sheet or save it to any app you have installed that is a file provider.
The same process works in the opposite direction to unpack a ZIP file. All you do is drag the ZIP file into Zipped, which asks if you want to share the uncompressed files using the share sheet or save them to a file provider.
Zipped also works on the iPhone where inter-app drag and drop isn’t possible. Instead of dragging files into Zipped, tap on the box to open the iOS file picker. This works as an alternative to drag and drop on the iPad too.
Zipped can handle over 20 file types. If you are compressing multiple files, your ZIP archive can be automatically named according to the current date and time. Individual files are automatically named according to the name of the file being compressed. ZIP archives can also be manually named and password-protected. For unarchiving, users can specify whether files are saved in a folder, whether the folder is named automatically, and whether files can be previewed and selected after unpacking.
The box you drop files into is one of my favorite touches. It provides users who are less familiar with archiving and unarchiving files with a visual cue about the process and adds a little bit of fun for everyone else. Even if you only find yourself needing to zip and unzip files occasionally, Zipped’s fast, simple performance makes it a must-have tool.
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Rocket
John: In Slack, you can add emoji to a message by typing a colon and the name of the emoji. It’s a handy feature that becomes second nature if you use Slack a lot.
In contrast, using emoji on a Mac is frustrating. If you have a Touch Bar MacBook Pro the situation is a little better because emoji suggestions show up on the Touch Bar’s screen, but on any other Mac, you have to open the Character Viewer with Control + Command + Space, the Edit menu of most apps, or the optional menu bar app that can be enabled in Keyboard preferences. None of those options is nearly as easy to use as Slack’s solution.
Rocket is a Mac menu bar app that takes Slack’s idea for handling emoji search and extends it system-wide. Once the app is installed, type a colon and describe the emoji you want in any app that accepts text. A contextual menu of emoji suggestions will appear from which you can choose the one you want.
In preferences, you can pick a trigger character other than the colon, a light or dark theme for the app’s pop-up menu, and default skin tones for emoji that support them. You can also exclude certain apps from working with Rocket. This is handy for programming apps where you might type colons that aren’t followed by a space or Slack, where Rocket would collide with Slack’s built-in functionality.
The paid version of Rocket also includes support for storing and searching GIFs. There’s a default set of GIFs that you can download to get started, but you’re not limited to those. Add as many GIFs as you want, but use descriptive file names because that’s what Rocket uses to find them when you run a search. The paid version of the app also has fun stats that show which emoji you use and how often.
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Letterboxd
Federico: Whether you consider yourself a movie expert or someone who wants to discover and watch more movies, there's a good chance you'll be intrigued by Letterboxd and its passionate community of movie aficionados. The service, which has been around for several years and also includes two types of premium subscription, lets you create lists of movies, rate movies you've seen and write reviews, and discover popular picks, curated lists, and movies recommended by other users. Letterboxd caters both to those who want to discuss the art of film as well as casual users like me who feel like they should watch more classic films but don't know where to start.
Earlier this week, Letterboxd for iOS was updated to version 2.0, which brought an iPad app and support for iOS automation via URL schemes. I covered the app on MacStories here, and I think it makes for an excellent companion on the iPad: a lot of people like watching movies on the iPad's big screen, and with Letterboxd they can now manage their watchlist next to apps like iTunes or Netflix before they start watching.
Letterboxd for iOS looks great – it has the same elegant approach to presenting movies with large cover art and posters; on the iPad, sections have been rearranged to take advantage of the device's large canvas, but you can also switch the app to Slide Over mode and use it as a compact movie guide next to other streaming services or video players. Plus, as documented by the developers here, you can even integrate Letterboxd with iOS automation tools like Drafts and Workflow to easily add movies to your watchlist and publish reviews.
As I explained in my review, I want to watch more movies in 2018. With its thematic collections and useful recommendations, Letterboxd is helping me build a watchlist that should give me plenty of options for the next several months.
FEATURED IN MACSTORIES WEEKLY #114
[image: ]
 
[image: ]
PopClip
John: I spend most of my day working with text in one form or another. That’s true for a lot of people whether or not they write. On iOS, if you highlight a bit of text, you get a contextual popup with standard options like Cut, Copy, and Paste, but you’re also presented with options like Lookup, Share, and custom, app-specific commands. It’s a handy feature that makes sense on the touch interfaces of iPhones and iPads.
PopClip by Pilot Moon Software is a utility that brings similar functionality to the Mac. However, because PopClip is not a system feature, it’s far more flexible. When you first download PopClip, you get a set of basic contextual actions. With third-party extensions though, PopClip users can pick and choose from 169 available actions that make it an incredibly powerful tool. There’s also an API available if you want to build your own actions.
I spend as much of my time on my Mac as possible with my hands on the keyboard. I’m a touch typist, and it’s often easier to accomplish text selections and actions using keyboard shortcuts, but not always. There are still many occasions when I’m using a trackpad, which is when I turn to PopClip because it brings the same kind of power to that context.
I use the app for basic functionality like cut, copy, paste, spellchecking, and dictionary lookup. I also use the link action more than I would have expected. Anytime you come across a URL that’s not a link, just select it and use the link action to open it in Safari. The word count extension is also useful when I have a draft article that has notes in it, and I want to get a word count for just the article portion.
Another extension I use every week is the Markdown to HTML conversion action. When I’m putting together the Club MacStories newsletters, I select the Markdown in a draft article, pick the convert to HTML action, and paste it into Mailchimp as I build the newsletter from our template system.
There are also extensions for many of my most commonly-used apps like Bear, Todoist, Apple Notes, Trello, and Slack. All I need to do is highlight a bit of text, click the applicable icon in PopClip, and the text is whisked away to that app.
There are too many other extensions to cover each, but some common categories that are worth a look are:
	•	text transformations
	•	translation
	•	note-taking
	•	text editors
	•	task managers
	•	search engines
	•	Twitter clients
	•	web browsers
	•	read-it-later apps
It’s an abundance that creates enormous flexibility, but to a degree, it's also a weakness. The number of choices makes it far too easy to add more extensions than are reasonably usable.
After a point, PopClip displays a small downward facing arrow at the end of its contextual menu that you can click to access any extensions you’ve added that don’t fit in the first set of items. Instead, I suggest regularly evaluating which extensions you use the most and trimming back the ones you don’t. Keeping more extensions in PopClip just in case you might need them someday leads to visual clutter that makes the app harder to use. Instead, I keep just one or two trial extensions in PopClip at any time. If they don’t stick, I remove them and try something else.
Moving text around from app to app is at the foundation of so much work on a Mac that even if PopClip only saves you a few seconds at a time, the aggregate savings build up quickly.
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Homecam
Federico: As I wrote on MacStories earlier this week, the HomePod (which John kindly bought and shipped from the US) pushed me to rethink our HomeKit setup in our apartment. And by "rethinking", I mean that it was an excuse to buy new HomeKit accessories so my girlfriend could more easily accept the replacement of Alexa, whom she just recently started not-hating anymore. If I could sell her on the benefits of HomeKit, maybe she wouldn't be too upset about yet another voice assistant change in our living room.
The only problem is, Italian iOS users have nowhere near the amount of choice of American folks when it comes to HomeKit hardware. Apple's website is effectively limited to a bunch of lights and thermostats, and Amazon Italy only offers a few sensors and smart sockets that support HomeKit – that's it. The majority of these products are not available here. To compensate for the lack of a vibrant HomeKit ecosystem in Italy, I started researching Homebridge – literally a virtual bridge that lets you turn non-certified smart home accessories into HomeKit-compatible devices entirely via software. After a lot of reading about Homebridge, I decided to buy a Raspberry Pi 3, run Homebridge on it, and install a bunch of plugins to create HomeKit accessories that wouldn't normally be supported by Apple. For instance, I have an old WeMo Switch showing up as an outlet in the Home app now, as well as switches for my Logitech Harmony Hub that can turn on my television and even navigate to different channels. It's pretty cool, and I'll write about it on MacStories at some point.
I also started adding more HomeKit cameras to our apartment using webcams hooked up to Homebridge. It's a great way to save money and have more options beyond the three HomeKit cameras I'm aware of (the D-Link Omna, which I own, the Netatmo Presence outdoor camera, and the wired Logi Circle 2). Once I had multiple cameras set up, however, I realized that I didn't like the way they were displayed at the bottom of the Favorites view in Apple's Home app. I wanted a way to tap an icon on my Home screen and instantly be taken into a live grid with previews for multiple cameras at once.
Enter Homecam. What this app does is extremely simple: it displays previews for your HomeKit cameras, which you can also open in full-screen. It couldn't be more intuitive. The interface scales particularly well on the larger iPad models, where you see a real-time grid of all cameras in your home.
Even better, Homecam provides you with a widget to see live camera previews outside of the app, and, because it uses Apple's native HomeKit APIs, the widget works both on the same local network as well as on cellular with remote access.
I've been using Homecam as a way to quickly check on my cameras (and see what our dogs are doing when we're not home), and I find it to be a superior alternative to the native camera functionality in Apple's Home app. Finally, Aaron Pearce, the developer of Homecam, is working on a way to bring actions for accessories located in the same room of a camera to the live preview screen, which I'm looking forward to.
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Notion
Ryan: Notion is a relatively new tool for notes, tasks, and wikis. It's a web-based service that started as a desktop-first product, but recently branched out officially into mobile with the debut of an iPhone app late last year, and now there's an iPad version too.
What I love about Notion is how clean and elegant it is while offering a rich host of formatting options. To start, each note you create can have a cover image and featured emoji alongside its title; this three-pronged heading makes every note stand out as special, and while it may not be practical to beautify all of your notes this way, for any note that you'll make ongoing changes to or reference regularly, it's a very nice touch that makes notes a joy to open.
When working in the body of a note, Notion provides an impressively wide assortment of options. You can add basic things like plain text (with Markdown that transforms in-line to keep formatting but hide syntax), to-do lists, images, headers, code snippets, quotes, and foldable lists – but there's much more in Notion's toolbox than that. You can also store files, sub-notes, web bookmarks (think Apple Notes' rich links, but better looking), and on the list goes. One of Notion's key features is how well it handles embedded content from other services – you can embed videos from places like YouTube and Vimeo, or embed tweets, a Google Map, a file from Google Docs or Dropbox Paper, and more. It's important to mention, too, how aesthetically pleasing all these various elements look in the body of a note – Notion's team definitely has top-notch design flair.
A note in Notion can consist of so much rich data, it would be understandable if the interface for selecting content types was clunky or made the app feel bloated – but that's not the case. While you can use standard drop-down menus to make your content type selection, the quickest way is to use a slash command. Typing '/' brings up a full list of options, which is whittled down as you type what you're looking for. So, for example, if you want to embed a tweet in your note, type '/tw' and the option you're looking for will be ready and waiting.
Notion is marketed primarily as a collaboration tool, but to this point I've only used it as an individual, and it's been great. As a service, Notion has a free tier that includes a cap on how many content blocks you can create, meaning if you end up loving the service and want to go all-in with it, you'll almost certainly need a paid plan. However, if you're an iOS-only user like me, one nice perk of the free plan is that it allows you to create an unlimited number of content blocks on mobile.
As an iOS app, Notion is still in its early stages of life. The iPad app doesn't support Split View yet or iOS 11's drag and drop, and there are some minor quirks to be worked out, but regardless, it's perfectly functional now, and contains great promise for the future.
I'm always eager to try out a new note-taking app, and while Notion hasn't outright replaced Apple Notes for me, it has served to supplement it in key ways that still offer great value. It's well worth giving a try.[image: ]
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Numi
John: Numi is the kind of app I love because it’s so unassuming but useful. At first glance, it looks like a bare-bones, plain-text scratchpad for the Mac, and it is, except that under the hood Numi is packed with smarts.
The app is a plain-text calculator that lets you work out calculations interspersed with text. That’s exactly what I often do in a notebook that sits next to my Mac’s keyboard. In many circumstances though, I prefer Numi because unlike a notebook, the app can do the calculations for me and lets me save and export the results.
Numi supports a long list of traditional math calculations from the basics to things like sin, cos, exponents, roots, logs, and others. Unit conversions are one of my most-used feature of Numi. I find myself converting amounts back and forth between USD and EUR at least a few times each month and Numi makes it simple by pulling the conversion rate from the Internet and doing the math for me. You can even mix and match several currencies and specify which you’d like to use for the result. Other useful unit conversions include temperature, CSS and data size conversions, length, and volume. For more involved calculations, you can use ‘sum’ or ‘average’ to add or average all of the lines preceding those commands and variables can be assigned and used in subsequent calculations.
Numi works in menu bar and Dock modes, and because the app can be forced to float on top of your other windows or summoned with a global hotkey, it’s always nearby. A JavaScript API allows users to extend the app with custom units and functions to meet their needs, and there’s an Alfred shortcut for quickly typing calculations that are copied directly to the clipboard.
I’ve found that I use Numi most when a spreadsheet app would be overkill. If all I want to do is work out a few calculations or ‘what if’ scenarios, Numi is perfect. However, I use it alongside a spreadsheet sometimes too as a scratchpad and for cross-checking results. As an added benefit, using Numi makes sharing results easier whether I want to store calculations in a note for reference later or send them to someone else.
Numi is conceptually similar to Soulver, another text-based calculator, but I prefer Numi’s design. The syntax highlighting helps distinguish special elements like labels, variables, and data types, and there’s a handsome dark mode too. However, Soulver is worth a look too if you’re considering a text-based calculator app.
I suspect more people have a use for a lightweight, text-based calculator than a full-blown spreadsheet app like Excel or Numbers. Next time you have some quick calculations to do, check out Numi – it’s one of those handy little Mac apps that makes everyday chores a little more pleasant.
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Apollo
Ryan: Apollo is an iOS Reddit client that launched less than six months ago, but immediately impressed me with its debut. The app's lengthy development process truly showed, as developer Christian Selig loaded Apollo out of the gate with strengths in several areas, including the general feed browsing experience, iPad Pro support, and extensive customization options.
The classic Reddit browsing experience has always been a turnoff for me, both because font and other design choices make it unattractive, and because the layout has always been a big visual mess. Apollo fixes that. It presents Reddit feeds in a clean, organized interface. As you're scrolling a feed, the most important bits of each post stand out more thanks to darker, bolder colors, while less important elements like buttons to downvote or upvote remain more muted – the result is that your eyes are drawn to just what matters most. Another helpful design touch is the use of icons that look and feel standard to iOS; plus there are mechanics common on iOS, like swipe gestures to quickly take action on a post with a swipe right or left.
Two other design elements worth highlighting are the Jump Bar and threaded message views. Apollo's Jump Bar is accessed by tapping the center of the title bar at the top of the screen; this area houses the name of the feed you're currently viewing, but if you tap it, options will appear for quickly switching to one of your favorite subreddits, or typing in the name of any other subreddit – which, thanks to quick auto-generating results, is an extremely efficient way to journey somewhere new. Threaded messages are a core part of the Reddit experience, but they can be hard to navigate without forgetting exactly which message a user is replying to. Apollo seeks to avert this problem by adding different colored vertical lines to the left of each message that indicate where a message fits in a thread's hierarchy. If there's no line, the message is replying to the original post; a red line is one level down, then orange, yellow, green, and so on. Once you use the app a bit, you learn what each color means, helping ensure you never get lost when reading a popular thread.
Based on the track records of the biggest social networks, you'd think that social feed apps simply didn't work on iPad. Instagram and Snapchat don't even have iPad apps, while Facebook's still isn't optimized for the 12.9-inch iPad Pro, and Twitter, though easily the best of the bunch, offers little in the way of iPad optimizations – essentially, the iPhone's feed is resized for the iPad's display. Apollo's iPad app isn't the strongest, imitating Twitter's approach of simply offering a larger feed for the iPad's big display, but fortunately it does already support both the largest iPad Pro and Split View. Those details are a great start, and from the sound of it, they won't be the end. Christian Selig shared on AppStories that one of his long-term goals is to take full advantage of the power and screen real estate of the iPad, and he already has initial design drafts for what that might look like.
Customization is the last Apollo strength I'll mention. Thanks to the substantial amount of tools built into Apollo's Settings screen, you can personalize the app for an optimal Reddit experience. From a visual standpoint, this includes choosing from a variety of excellent custom app icons, switching between light and dark modes (including the option for an iPhone X-friendly true black), and modifying text size, post size, and more. User-generated content you see can be modified based on keywords you choose to exclude, and you can also block users, and remove certain subreddits from your 'All Posts' view. The swipe gestures I mentioned earlier can be customized to your heart's content – you can even set different swipe actions based on which part of the app you're using. Finally, Apollo also includes a variety of smaller preference tweaks to help make the app your own. Overall, the number of customization options is truly impressive.
When I wrote my initial review, I said that Apollo "may just be the best designed social feed app I've ever used" – and I stand by that. I'm still not a regular Reddit user, but Apollo makes me want to be one. It makes Reddit more accessible to new users than ever, while also providing power user customizations to make any Redditor happy.
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Zones
Federico: Developed by the creators of FitPort, a third-party HealthKit dashboard for iPhone, Zones is a workout utility that lets you visualize four different heart rate zones and the intensity of your workouts. Using heart rate data logged by the Apple Watch (or a third-party heart rate monitor paired with the Watch), Zones breaks workouts down into Warm Up, Fat Burn, Cardio, and Peak zones, which you can use to understand how hard you trained.
Zones supports over 70 types of workouts and displays the same basic data points you'd also see in the Health and Activity apps by Apple, such as average heart rate, calories burned, and min./max. heart rates. What sets Zones apart, though, is its visual and colorful approach to representing workouts as colored blocks of intensity. In the main Recent page, you'll see a weekly calendar at the top that displays your weekly exercise goal in minutes followed by a chart that gets progressively filled by the heart rate zones of your workouts. Do more cardio, for instance, and you'll see more orange in the chart. Heart rate zones are automatically calculated by the app using your max heart rate, but you can manually customize them if you disagree with the defaults.
The app also lets you tap on individual workouts to see more details about a session, including minutes spent in each zone, markers for segments (which you can create by double-tapping on the screen while using Apple's Workout app), and a line graph of your heart rate, also colored to match different zones.
Zones is free to download, but it comes with a $4.99 In-App Purchase to unlock premium features. These include the aforementioned ability to edit zones as well as weekly stats and insights. These two features allow you to get a broader overview of entire weeks and create custom reports to visualize specific data points such as duration, pace, or active calories. You can also use Zones directly on your Watch as an alternative to the Workout app; if you do so, you can see which zone you're in while exercising and measure your recovery heart rate at the end of a workout.
I've been using Zones to get a better understanding of my heart rate during workouts for nearly two months now, and I highly recommend the app if you're serious about exercising on a regular basis. Zones' clean yet colorful interface conveys just the right amount of information without being overwhelming, and it has gained a permanent spot on my second Home screen next to other must-have HealthKit utilities.[image: ]
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Weather Atlas
Ryan: Weather apps have long been a development playground on the App Store, with countless options available to customers. Weather Atlas is one of the newer apps on the market, a collaboration between David Barnard's Contrast and Drafts developer Greg Pierce that puts weather radars front and center.
Weather Atlas' design essence is easy to describe: it's Apple Maps, but for weather rather than navigation. Like Maps, the dominant background of the app is simply a map, but in this case with radars that display weather patterns nearby or even in other parts of the country (the app's data is currently U.S.-only). Also like Maps, the foreground of the app holds an adjustable panel with location info: the topmost view lists each city you want to track weather for, while tapping on a particular city expands the panel to show an hourly or 10-day forecast, local alerts, and details for humidity, precipitation, wind levels, and more.
I love how Weather Atlas makes radars part of the core app experience. In other weather apps I've tried, if a radar is even included at all, it never feels native to the app's overall design aesthetic; instead, it's like you're entering a foreign space, one that's oddly out of place. Weather Atlas manages to make radar info both elegantly integrated with the app and customizable to your exact needs – you can change the type of layer on the map from a standard radar to one that reflects things like clouds and temperature. Thanks to these options, even on a normal, clear weather day, you can still put the app's beautiful map view to good use.
Weather Atlas is one of the rare weather apps that offers a quality iPad experience. It supports the 12.9-inch iPad Pro, Split View, and, unlike many other weather app UIs, it takes great advantage of display size by letting you see more of the map on-screen at once, even while the info pane is expanded. While the iPhone experience is great, in some ways Weather Atlas works even better on the iPad.
It can be hard to get excited about another weather app when we've all likely tried so many, but Weather Atlas succeeds at standing out from the pack and joining the small group of options I'd consider top-tier. It offers a unique approach by putting radars front and center, while still featuring all the basic weather data you would want, and in a layout that Apple Maps users will feel right at home with.
Weather Atlas is a free download, so you can see if it's for you without any financial commitment, and if you love the app, a subscription will remove ads and unlock custom icons, radar layer options, and additional widgets.
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Pigment
Ryan: This week thanks to the introduction of a new, 6th-generation iPad at Apple's education event, the Apple Pencil became accessible to a much broader base of users. While Apple showed off several school-related Pencil uses during its presentation in Chicago, one recreational Pencil use that's great for iPad users of all ages is coloring. I don't do it often, but when I get the itch to kick back and relax with a little coloring work, I turn to Pigment.
When you're in a coloring mood, you don't want to deal with an ugly UI or complicated controls. I've encountered other coloring apps that offered coloring sheets I wanted to use, but because the apps themselves had such poor designs, I ended up going back to Pigment. It's visually appealing, easy to use, and ultimately just a pleasant experience, and that means a lot in an app category like this.
There are a couple neat features of Pigment that give it an advantage over your run-of-the-mill average coloring option. First, the app has a rabid user base that actively contributes to the in-app gallery of completed coloring pages. The gallery feels very similar to browsing Instagram (except, unlike Instagram, it actually works on an iPad), and its constant stream of new creations is a great method of inspiration. You can comment on or like other people's work, and if there's a sheet you want to start on yourself, that option is only a tap away. The other noteworthy feature is that Pigment can import your photos and convert them to coloring pages. Your results with this will vary depending on the photo's contents, but it's a neat way to add new content to the app on your own.
Pigment is optimized for any and all sizes of iPad and supports Split View, so you can do your coloring while keeping another app close at hand. It also works in both Portrait and Landscape orientations, which isn't true of all other coloring apps.
Pigment is a free download, but its full power is unlocked with a subscription. If coloring is just a casual hobby for you, you'll probably be okay using the app's free pages and brushes, but if coloring is something you want to make a regular practice of, Pigment's premium subscription unlocks a ton of additional sheets, brushes, color palettes, and it gives you an unlimited number of photo imports.
Whether you just picked up one of the new 6th-generation iPads, or you had an iPad Pro already lying around, if coloring with the Apple Pencil sounds like a fun way to spend your downtime, give Pigment a try.
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Copied for Mac
John: I’ve had good luck with Apple’s Universal Clipboard feature that lets you copy text, links, images, and other content on one device and paste it on another one. The trouble is, what you copy is only available on other devices for a limited time, and there’s no clipboard history, among other things. As with other system features, sometimes you’re better off with a third-party solution.
For my quick one-off copying and pasting needs, I often use the Universal Clipboard, but for any other situation, one of my favorite options is Copied. We’ve covered the iOS version of the app before, and if you use Copied on iOS, you’ll be right at home on the Mac. The two apps share many of the same features.
With a big 27” display at my disposal, I’ve begun using Copied more often as a floating window that sits on top of the others I’m using. Sized as a narrow column, I can park Copied in the margin of a Ulysses document or in a corner of my screen that’s out of the way, but easily accessed. It’s a configuration that works well when there are items on the clipboard that I need to access repeatedly as I work. It’s just as easy to use Copied in its menu bar app configurations if you prefer working that way though.
Copied can store up to the last 1000 items you’ve copied to the clipboard and syncs quickly and reliably with its iOS counterpart, making it a great way to move information between a Mac and iOS device. The first 10 items in Copied can be accessed using the 1-0 keys when the app’s window is active. Clippings can also be dragged and dropped from the app, previewed by hitting the space bar, edited, and batch-processed when multiple items are selected.
Quick access to a long clipboard history is my most common use case for Copied on the Mac, but it includes text transformations that can be accessed by right-clicking on an item. My most frequently used are ‘Plain Text,’ which strips formatting from text and ‘Quote in Markdown,’ which is a fast way to copy a passage of an article for a link post on MacStories. Other options include ‘Upper Case,’ ‘Lower Case,’ ‘Title Case,’ and ‘Remove Extra Whitespace.’
Clippings can also be organized into user-defined lists that are accessible anytime, which is handy if you have snippets of text you need to use often. Copied includes a special list called ‘Queue,’ which can be used as a temporary holding place for multiple clippings that you are gathering for a project. For example, I periodically use this when putting together my contributions to the ‘Interesting Links’ section below.
Copied is highly customizable too. There are a wide variety of settings that can be tweaked to fit the way you work, and hotkeys can be defined for the lists of clippings you create and even individual items. You can also create custom templates that define how items are pasted from Copied.
I spend a lot of time copying and pasting text, URLs, and images among Safari, Slack, Messages, Spark, Ulysses, Tweetbot, and many other apps every day. I also move between my Mac and iOS often, which makes Copied one of my must-have apps for getting work done both on my Mac and iOS devices.
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Microsoft To-Do
Ryan: What should a company do when acquiring a hit productivity app? Often organizations acquire an app and continue letting it run somewhat independently. Maybe the app will receive special integrations with the company's other products to help make it better than before. Ultimately though, its transition of ownership is fairly smooth. Other times, the app is shut down and its technologies are used to beef up the acquiring company's existing properties. It's rare for an acquired app to continue receiving some level of updates and independence and have a successor app launch at the same time. But that's exactly what has happened with Microsoft's acquisition of Wunderlist and its successor To-Do.
Microsoft acquired Wunderlist in 2015, and launched To-Do two years later. At that time, the company stated: "Once we are confident that we have incorporated the best of Wunderlist into To-Do, we will retire Wunderlist." A full year later, To-Do has continued receiving steady improvements, and Wunderlist hasn't gone anywhere yet – it even promptly received iPhone X support! Surely at some point it will disappear, but the app still has lots of loyal users. Since I haven't used Wunderlist in a while, I may not be the best person to say this, but to me, To-Do is at the point where it's ready to usher Wunderlist into retirement.
To-Do is on the simpler end of the task management spectrum, just like its predecessor. It can be used merely as a list app, with quick input of tasks and little to no frills in the way of getting things done. If you want a little more complexity though, tasks can have reminders, due dates including repeats, and notes added to them, as well as embedded subtasks. It's no OmniFocus, but for lots of people that can be a good thing. Not everyone needs a project-centered beast of a task manager; many users prefer and only have the patience for something simpler.
You can create as many different lists as you'd like in To-Do, and it's a great fit for non-productivity functions such as groceries or packing lists. If you put it to work as a task manager, however, the main list you'll find yourself spending time in is the landing screen, My Day. This screen brings together all tasks you want to work on today. Like the Today screen in Things, you can add tasks to My Day without giving them an actual hard 'due date'. Once a task is in My Day, it simply stays there until you move it elsewhere. If you need a hard deadline though, you can assign one using the app's due date function. To-Do's focus is less on being a strict system-driven app and more on creating a welcoming task environment – again, similar to Cultured Code's Things app.
One tool that aids this type of relaxed approach to task management is a feature called Intelligent Suggestions. These are accessed by tapping the lightbulb icon in the top-right of My Day, which displays tasks you may want to add to My Day. This includes tasks with upcoming due dates, but also other tasks that To-Do believes you may want to work on. I appreciate the way this feature encourages being more thoughtful and realistic about a day's workload – rather than letting past you decide what your agenda will be, you get to make that decision in the moment on any given day.
Besides being simple to use, To-Do's other greatest strength is how attractive the interface is. It's a beautiful, pleasant environment to work through tasks. I especially like being able to customize the header image for each list to my preferences; task managers don't need to be art showcases, but To-Do deftly employs illustrations and color in a way that adds character to the app.
To-Do is available for free on both the iPhone and iPad, the latter of which supports Split View and all iPad Pro screen sizes. Unfortunately, there's no iOS 11 drag and drop support yet, but Microsoft has steadily been improving the app, so I'm hopeful that will come in due time.
If you're like me, you've probably tried a ton of different task managers and continue being somewhat dissatisfied with your current solution. While To-Do isn't my daily driver right now, some day maybe it will be. Microsoft has done a great job taking the strengths of Wunderlist and improving on them with To-Do. I can see it making a lot of users very happy.
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GoodTask
Ryan: I'm a big believer in the benefits of staying in the Apple ecosystem as much as possible. I don't do it for arbitrary reasons, and will quickly use alternative apps and services when they offer a better overall experience, but often it's simply hard to beat Apple's integrated approach to its products. A service like Apple Music, for example, not only benefits from being available on all Apple platforms, but also from getting special privileges like Siri support, a feature competitors like Spotify just can't match. In most cases, in order to use an Apple service, you have to use the first-party app associated with that service, but that's not the case with a select few exceptions, including Reminders.
I can't say for sure, but I'd guess that Reminders is one of the most commonly used first-party iPhone apps – whether for groceries, tasks, packing lists, or all of the above. At several different points I've used Reminders for all of these things, and it generally worked well. Even as a task manager, Reminders has enough power features – embedded notes, repeating tasks, priority levels – that it can serve as a passable option for someone whose needs aren't too great. However, the app hasn't been meaningfully updated in years, and it lacks any real customization options that can help make it your own. Fortunately, third-party developers have the ability to offer alternative clients that integrate with Reminders' database, and the best one I've used is GoodTask.
GoodTask improve upon the Reminders app in virtually every way. It starts with appearance: there are no ugly, grainy cards here, just a clean, attractive interface with a layout similar to other popular task managers, with your lists on the left, and the contents of a list on the right. One tiny aesthetic touch that actually has a huge functional benefit is that you can create reminders with a due date but no due time. Apple's Reminders app doesn't allow this, forcing you to choose a due time for every task. Technically speaking, since GoodTask uses the existing Reminders framework, when you create a task with no due time, it still has a 12:00am time attributed to it, but inside of GoodTask, the app hides that time and simply shows you the due date. As someone who almost never attributes due times to tasks, this might be my favorite feature.
Another way GoodTask improves on Reminders is that it integrates your calendar events as well, similar to Things and 2Do. This makes it easy to see at a glance what your whole day will look like, so you can make smarter decisions about distributing your workload for the week.
One of the greatest strengths of GoodTask is its customization. In the app's settings screen, you can choose which Reminders lists and calendars to display in the app, customize new task creation including setting text snippets to employ, change the app's icon and the way text and tasks display in the app, customize the Today widget, and so much more. Task management is an area that everyone prefers to handle just a little bit differently, and GoodTask's ability to morph to your preferences is a true asset.
Another way the app's customizability shines is in Smart Lists. These are user-created views you can tailor to show a specific, limited set of tasks. Each Smart List can have its own icon, color, sort options, included lists and calendars, default date view, and filters based on a task's metadata – scheduled, recurring, location, alert, priority level, etc. Combine Smart Lists with the various options in the settings screen, and GoodTask offers so much more power than the Reminders app – enough to make it your full-time task manager even.
In its various versions, GoodTask has been around for years now, and it's been the recipient of consistent development that whole time. The iPad app supports all sizes of iPad Pro and Split View, there's an Apple Watch app, a great true black theme for the iPhone X, and plenty more great touches that make it an excellent iOS citizen.
If you like to stick with Apple's own services, but need more power and flexibility than the Reminders app offers, I highly recommend checking out GoodTask.
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GIFwrapped
John: Humor is all about timing. When you think of the perfect GIF to send in response to a friend or to post on Twitter, you don’t want to be searching around in folders full of saved GIFs or scrolling pages of search results on Giphy.com. No, GIF pros turn to GIFwrapped by Jelly Bean Soup.
GIFwrapped has been around for quite some time, and I’ve yet to find another app that provides the same set of tools. The main view is the Library which displays your GIF collection as a grid of thumbnails. Tap on one to preview it and share or copy it as an image or a link. Storage is set up in Settings where you can point GIFwrapped at a Dropbox folder that also serves as a way to sync GIFs between iOS devices.
The way most GIFs end up in my library is from Twitter using GIFwrapped’s share extension. Tapping the share button on a tweet and picking the GIFwrapped extension saves the GIF back to your Library. The process isn’t foolproof for many technical reasons, but my recent experience with GIFwrapped is that it does a better job of saving GIFs now than it ever has.
GIFwrapped has a search tab too with many preset categories and a search box. I don’t use search that often, but it works well on a solid Internet connection, returning results quickly when you don’t have the perfect GIF in your library already.
From the Photos tab, you can view any GIFs stored in your Photos library and turn Live Photos into GIFs, a new feature that debuted about a week ago. The only downside of this feature is that if you have a large photo library, it can take a long time to load. GIFwrapped also supports drag and drop, which I covered last year and can be used on an iPhone to save multiple GIFs in your photo library to your GIF library and on the iPad for sending multiple GIFs.
GIFwrapped used to have a complex set of In-App Purchases for certain features. With its most recent update those premium features – which include a saved search history, search bookmarks, and extended file information – are now part of an annual subscription that is $3.49 per year.
I like to think of GIFwrapped as a secret productivity app because of the time it saves me from hunting for GIFs. However, the reality is, it’s a lot of fun to send silly GIFs to friends and any app that makes fun easier is an app I appr	eciate. If you’re ready to up your GIF game, GIFwrapped is an essential first step.
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Breaker
Ryan: Not long ago I suggested that Apple Music's social features would be an excellent addition to Apple's other media apps, including and especially Podcasts. I wrote: "Since podcasts are a cost-free medium, your friends could listen to any show they see you listen to, with zero friction." Part of the reason I had this thought is because of my experience using an app that contains these social features: Breaker.
Breaker is an iPhone app that takes all the conventions we're used to on social networks – likes, comments, user profiles – and applies them to podcasting. And while that may seem odd at first, it really does work, and work well.
The main landing view in Breaker is the Playlist tab, where you'll find the latest episodes from your subscriptions. What you'll notice is that each episode has three icons living under it, signaling three actions: like, comment, and share. Episodes will show how many likes they have from other users right there in your feed, and if you hit the comment icon, you'll see comments from other users in addition to having the option to comment yourself. Finally, the share icon provides a number of expected options, but the one most worth noting enables sending an episode to another Breaker user. When you do this, you'll have a chance to add a personal comment, then send it away to your friend. Episodes received in this way show up in a user's inbox, found in the top-right of the Playlist tab.
Because shows in Breaker constantly receive user input through likes and comments, the app's Discover tab is driven by that data to become more useful than that of the average podcast client. At the top you'll find personalized recommendations based on your listening habits, followed by a list of episodes that have been especially popular over the last day, week, and month. These listings are great not just for giving you a general sense of what people are listening to, but also because they let you then dive into the comments for each episode to get a better sense for why it was popular.
The app's remaining tabs are Subscriptions, which is self-explanatory, then Activity and Profile. The Activity tab is one of my favorite parts of the app, because it lets you see in a timeline view what your friends have been listening to, liking, and commenting on. That may be off-putting to some, but since it's restricted to podcast-related data alone, I don't think it has the same creepiness factor that it might on another social network. Finally, your Profile tab is where you can access lists of your followers, people you're following, and other information about your recent activity.
Breaker's biggest drawback is simply its need for a broader base of active users. If more people used it, including podcast hosts (who can be associated inside the app with the shows they host or guest on), it might become my favorite way to enjoy podcasts. As it is, there seems to be a decent user base, but it has a long way to go. I'm not using the app actively at the moment, but I've considered going back to it, and I definitely recommend giving it a try if Breaker's social features sound appealing. Whether it's through Breaker, Apple Podcasts, or some other app, I believe social features and podcasting can make an excellent pair.
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Just Watch
John: With so many video streaming and purchasing options available, it’s hard to know what to use. Services have come and gone that try to solve this problem, but none that I’ve tried tackle the issue quite as well as Just Watch. Available on the web and as an iOS app, Just Watch tracks more video services, in more countries (31), than any other app I’ve used.
Just Watch is organized into five tabs: New, Popular, Cinema, Price Drops, and Watchlist. You can use the app without an account, but the benefit of signing up and logging in is that you can limit the providers displayed in each tab to services you use, which makes sorting through content a much better experience. Unfortunately, however, the app has not been updated to support the iPhone X yet.
One of the most powerful app-wide features is filtering. You can filter by release year, IMDb or Rotten Tomatoes ratings, price, content delivery type, genre, video resolution, and age rating. Playing with the filters is an excellent way to personalize Just Watch and cut through material in which you aren’t interested.
The New tab displays recently released content using a vertical timeline organized by video service with show art thumbnails that scroll horizontally. Tapping on a movie or show opens a detail view that indicates if the content is available for streaming or purchase. The detail view also includes show art and other images, a description, and buttons for filtering by video resolution.
The Popular and Price Drops tabs are self-explanatory. Cinema lists movies coming soon and currently in theaters, with trailers and (at least where I live) links to purchase tickets on Fandango. Watch List includes any items you’ve bookmarked so you can keep tabs on which services offer that content and current prices. Finally, if you have something specific in mind, Just Watch also includes search functionality that recalls your most recent searches in a drop-down menu that appears when you tap the search icon.
As someone who abandoned cable TV last summer but has sometimes been frustrated about where to find certain content and often wondered if the movie I was renting was available for less somewhere else, I’ve found Just Watch to be a valuable resource. The Apple TV’s TV app does a good job of consolidating video content in one place, but it doesn’t include every service, and there are plenty of other services that aren’t available on the Apple TV at all, which makes Just Watch a great tool to keep handy when you sit down to find something to watch.
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Agenda
John: Agenda is a beautifully-designed, calendar-centric note-taking app for the Mac. When I reviewed it in January, my primary criticism was that there was no iOS version available. It’s a limitation I ran into almost immediately when I took notes for an issue of MacStories Weekly and then found myself unable to access them when I was on my iPad discussing the issue with Federico and Ryan.
That’s about to change. Next week, Agenda will be released on iOS. We’ll have a full review on MacStories, but in the meantime, with the prospect of that limitation being removed, I wanted to revisit Agenda because it offers some intriguing options for anyone whose work is driven by deadlines, meetings, or other events.
Notes can be assigned a past, present, or future date in Agenda. For example, if you have an upcoming meeting, you could assign it the date of the meeting so that when you look at your notes for that date, the meeting note will be at your fingertips. Better yet, you could associate the note with the meeting event in your calendar, which would put a custom Agenda URL in the event’s notes field. When clicked, the URL would open Agenda and open the associated note.
Notes taken in the ordinary course of your work and assigned the current date gradually become a log of your work, making it easy to go back and see what you were doing at any particular time. You can also create notes after an event and assign a date in the past to preserve them as part of your chronological set of reference materials.
Agenda has a special category of notes called ‘On the Agenda.’ New notes can be marked as ‘On the Agenda’ automatically upon creation or manually and are meant to serve as a working set of notes for ongoing projects. It’s a little like pinning notes to the top of a list that’s otherwise sorted chronologically or alphabetically because the Overview section in the left sidebar provides a shortcut to all ‘On the Agenda’ items. When you no longer need a note regularly, you can de-select the ‘On the Agenda’ radio button and it falls into place among the other standard notes in your library.
The organizational structure of Agenda is relatively flat. Notes are organized into Projects, which are part of Categories. Instead of relying on nested folders, the app relies on date filtering, search, hash-tagging, and @-mention tagging, which are enough to make finding notes easy.
I have only been using Agenda on iOS for a short time, so I haven’t reached any conclusions about it yet, but the prospect of having it available on iOS and macOS is exciting. This newsletter, AppStories, and some of the writing I do on MacStories have scheduled publication dates that could benefit from notes tied to those events. A link to an Agenda note could be added to a task with a deadline in Things or an event in Fantastical, making the information easy to access from either.
A similar setup could be achieved with an app like Bear, but what interests me about Agenda is the idea of being able to scan notes for dates in the upcoming week in the same way I look at upcoming tasks in Things or events in Fantastical. It’s a time-based approach to projects that could work across each app, tied together with URLs to reference materials in Agenda and even Spark or Slack.
Visit MacStories next week to learn more about Agenda on iOS and how it integrates with its Mac counterpart. In the meantime, if you haven’t looked at Agenda before or dismissed it because it didn’t work on iOS, take another look. It’s one of the most innovative note-taking apps I’ve come across and one worth considering if you work on a schedule.
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Streets
Ryan: The summer traveling season is officially upon us, which means you may be looking at a lot of street views of different vacation spots. If you're going to do that digital exploration on iOS, Streets is the app you need.
Streets takes Google's street view data and presents it in an immersive, touch-friendly environment on iOS. I especially love using it on the iPad, where there's support for the 12.9-inch iPad Pro and Split View. Browsing locations on the iPad is nice because you get an expansive on-screen look at everything, but the app is great on iPhone too. One of my favorite features is how closely street views are integrated with map views: while navigating a street view, the bottom-right corner of the screen includes a small preview of the map view for that same location. This is handy information to have on hand since we're all so used to understanding geography based on map views, but it's made even better in Streets because as you pan around a street view, the map view will rotate in sync with a spotlight visually indicating which direction you're looking at on the map.
Recently in its version 4 debut, Streets added support for drag and drop on the iPad in two main ways: you can drop in a location from Apple Maps or a linked address, but you can also drop in a geotagged photo to immediately be transported to that spot in Streets. Another nice addition in version 4 was Live Panorama mode, which you can activate to navigate around a street view location simply by moving your device in space – no touch input necessary.
If you want to spend a little time simply getting lost in exploring the world from the comfort of home, Streets provides shortcuts to different types of popular locations, such as monuments – these can be pulled up by tapping in the search box. You can spend a lot of time seeing the wonders of the world without having to spring for a big vacation budget.
Streets is one of the best iOS citizens I've found on the App Store. For a relatively simple utility, it takes full advantage of the various tools developers have at their disposal to enhance apps. Besides the great iPad and drag and drop support I mentioned, Streets also has an Apple Watch app, a robust URL scheme, syncing of favorites across devices, and more. If it's a utility that could be helpful to you, I highly recommend Streets.
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Lire
John: Federico rediscovered lire last year when looking for a new RSS reader. In addition to supporting more RSS services than most of its competitors, lire was one of Federico’s Must-Have iOS Apps of 2017 because of its full-text extraction of truncated feeds and adoption of iOS 11’s design aesthetic. At the time though, lire still didn’t offer the breadth of pro features found in apps like Fiery Feeds. That’s changed.
Earlier this year, lire gained powerful iOS 11 drag and drop support on the iPhone and iPad. The feature works a lot like it does in Bear where multiple items can be selected and dropped onto an ‘action bar’ that appears when you begin dragging items. Dropping articles on the bar gives you the option to share or star them or send them to a read-it-later service. The app also supports dragging multiple items into other apps as links, or dragging selected text and images while preserving formatting.
More recently, lire’s Inoreader support has expanded to include tag creation and syncing as well as syncing of Inoreader active searches. These are powerful Inoreader features that we’ve discussed before on AppStories, which few RSS clients fully support. Lire works with Feed Wrangler now too.
With the release of version 3.1 this past week lire has replaced Fiery Feeds on my Home screen. The update added a ‘Discover’ section to the app with new ways to filter your feeds. The section includes Hot Links, which like the feature of the same name in Fiery Feeds, highlights webpages that have been linked to by multiple articles in your feeds. Also, Calm Feeds includes articles from infrequently-updated sites, which is a good way to avoid missing items from those authors, and Linked List, which collects link posts.
In addition to Discover’s built-in filters, lire now supports compound filters that allow you to chain filters together. For example, you can filter articles to show only those that have been read and also starred. It’s a powerful tool that I hope lire expands to include other metadata like an article’s publication date.
Lire also works with Handoff now, which I use all the time when I find an article on my iPhone and want to read it on a bigger screen. Handing off to a Mac sends an article from lire to Safari.
Other notable additions that I love include multiple themes and fonts that help make lire a comfortable reading experience and customizable short and long swipe gestures on your article list for quickly marking items read and sending them to read-it-later services or the share sheet.
Competition among RSS readers has been very active the past couple of years. Now more than ever, there are several great options, which makes picking just one difficult. I keep a few RSS clients installed on my iOS devices to keep tabs on their evolution, but currently, my favorite is lire.
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Brain.fm
John: Brain.fm describes itself as AI-generated music for your brain that is tailored to your state of mind.
Getting started is easy. Pick from among Focus, Meditate, Sleep, Recharge, and Relax mental states. Next, depending on the category you pick, you may have another choice or two to make like the music’s duration or, in the case of Meditation, whether it is guided or unguided, but that’s it.
The music, which Brain.fm recommends listening to with headphones, begins to play. If a track starts that you don’t like, you can skip it until you find one you do. The app is free and lets you listen to a limited amount of its catalog of music. Signing up for a Brain.fm subscription opens up unlimited playback, the full catalog of music, and the ability to download tracks.
Behind the menu button in the top right-hand corner of the app, you can access More Music, which lets you pick your music more precisely based on underlying sounds within each category like Beach, Rain, and Forest. From the menu, you can also access any tracks that you’ve downloaded for offline playback.
I’ve been using Brain.fm periodically since last fall. Sometimes I listen at my desk, accessing the service on my Mac from Safari, but I prefer using the app with a good pair of headphones, which seems to do a better job of shutting out distractions. Most often, I listen to the Focus category while I work and the Relax category when I need some downtime. However, with a long plane flight coming up soon, I’ve already downloaded some Relax and Sleep tracks to help me unwind and get some sleep on the journey.
Earlier this week Brain.fm got a nice update that added iPhone X support, a ‘Groove Focus’ genre that the company says is inspired by lo-fi hip hop, which I like a lot, and 10 new Piano Focus tracks. Because Brain.fm is the kind of music you can potentially listen to for hours on end, it’s nice to see new tracks being added to keep things fresh. Also, while the company is a little late to iPhone X compatibility, it’s encouraging to see the iOS app getting the attention it deserves.
I can’t comment on the science behind Brain.fm, but whether it’s all in my head or not, it does seem to help keep me focused when I want to be and unwind when I want to relax.
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CARROT Weather
Ryan: There's an endless array of weather app options on the App Store, some of which focus on offering a beautiful design, while others are packed with all the features you could want. Some include a clever personality that makes the weather fun, and still more specialize in being customizable to your heart's content. There's only one app I know of that has strengths in all these areas: CARROT Weather.
Weather apps, compared to many other app types, are relatively simple from a user perspective. You open the app, you see the relevant weather data, and you're done. In many cases you don't even need to open the full app to get what you need, because there's a widget that can answer your weather questions at a glance. It's difficult, then, to build a weather app that users want to spend time in. CARROT Weather does that in a few key ways: its 2D platformer-inspired design, comical AI, and powerful features make for a delightful experience.
Last year with its launch of version 4.0, CARROT Weather introduced a new design that focused on displaying all important weather details on a single screen. The layout is user-friendly and intuitive, employing horizontal scrolls to view forecast information for later in the day or week. And it looks great. While I never would have dreamed it up myself, the interface resembling a 2D platforming game works well here, adding extra charm to what could otherwise be a dull information hub. Also, every time you open the app you're greeted by a witty remark from CARROT's AI personality, and on many days those remarks are relevant to the day's current world events.
When you want to know more than just the forecast, CARROT offers several powerful features. There's a built-in radar mode for tracking rain, snow, and more. You'll also find a Time Travel mode, which enables viewing weather data for any day in the past 70 years – you may not need to go back that far, but it's nice being able to check a recent day for rain or some other info. If you want to throw a little fun into your weather experience, you can go on special missions to discover secret locations, or view your list of weather achievements.
As far as weather data's concerned, CARROT uses Dark Sky by default, but with a subscription you can use Weather Underground and even select an individual weather station as your data source – I use one just a single street over from my house, for super-accurate forecasts.
CARROT Weather is one of the best citizens of Apple platforms, with excellent rich notifications, a top-class widget, and more. You can get it on iPhone and iPad (including Split View support), Mac, Apple TV, and it also touts one of the best third-party apps to be found on watchOS. The Watch app is fast and informative, and can be fully customized in a way reminiscent of customizing a watch face.
Some users may be turned off from the app by CARROT Weather's snarky personality, but as with most every other part of CARROT, you can fully customize that personality to be as professional or maniacal as you'd like. Speaking of customization, one of the best suites of custom app icons is found in CARROT Weather.
Amid a crowded field, in my mind CARROT Weather easily stands above its competitors. It's an app made with love and care, and that shows. If you've never given it a try, I highly recommend it.[image: ]
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AnyFont
John: It’s easy to forget that you can install third-party fonts on iOS; it’s a feature that feels unusual for an OS that generally can’t be tweaked in many respects. But you can, and many apps, especially text editors, can display fonts you add to iOS. Word, Pages, PowerPoint, and Keynote all support imported fonts, for instance.
AnyFont streamlines the font import process, making it incredibly easy to add fonts you find online, receive in an email message, or have stored somewhere like iCloud Drive or Dropbox. The app supports TTF, TTC, and OTF font files and can unpack and import multiple fonts at one time from ZIP files too.
AnyFont works with iTunes file sharing (remember that?), but I use the ‘Open in AnyFont’ command from the share sheet. Using the ‘Open in’ command sends the font file to the AnyFont app where it’s listed alphabetically with any others you’ve previously installed.
Installing a font is a simple matter of tapping on one, which opens a configuration file in Settings. Tap ‘Install’ again in Settings and your iOS device’s passcode is prompted, then you’re finished. The font will now be available in any app that lets you pick a typeface.
Back in AnyFont, you can preview any of your installed fonts by tapping on one and then tapping the Preview button. If your font collection is large, you can delete font files from AnyFont without uninstalling them system-wide to save on storage space. If you do want to delete a font system-wide, you need to remove it from Settings → General → Profiles too.
AnyFont also offers a bundle of over 1,000 fonts as an In-App Purchase. That’s a lot of fonts if you like to try new ones regularly, but I’ve been content simply keeping AnyFont on my iOS devices as a simple method of managing a handful of my favorite monospace fonts that I use for writing, like Courier Prime and SF Mono.
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Linea Sketch
Ryan: When Apple released the first iPad Pro and Apple Pencil in late 2015, it shipped a proof-of-concept for these two devices' capabilities inside of Apple Notes. When Notes scored a major new version in iOS 9, one feature that had many scratching their heads was the sketch option. While I certainly have nothing against sketch features, the amount of attention Apple gave this seemingly-small addition in their WWDC keynote was puzzling. The reason for that increased attention was only apparent when the Apple Pencil debuted. And in those early days, there was no better demonstration for the Pencil's prowess than Notes' sketch mode.
A little over a year later, the team behind the excellent Twitterrific branched out into new territory and launched an iPad sketching app called Linea. It immediately became the Pencil's new default proof-of-concept. Since then, Linea has been my go-to app for showing off what the Apple Pencil and iPad Pro can do.
Following Linea's launch, John Gruber wrote: "The Iconfactory describes it as aiming for the simplicity of a paper sketchbook, and I think they’ve nailed it." That's exactly what The Iconfactory did. While plenty of other apps have offered great Pencil support, none has come so close to replicating the sketchbook experience like Linea. Its simplicity and elegance make it such that you don't really feel like you're using an app; the mental burden of figuring out a UI is gone, and instead you simply feel like you're using a sketchbook with a few digital powers thrown in.
Because the app's concept and interface can so easily be understood, they need no explanation. So instead of covering the app's basics, I want to highlight a few design decisions found in Linea that make it truly stand out as special.
Elegant erasing. Where the task of erasing is concerned, most apps (including Apple Notes) simply include an eraser tool that you can switch to when you need to make a change. You stop sketching, switch to the eraser, erase, switch back to the tool you were using before, then proceed. It's not a terrible workflow by any stretch, but it's just a bit too cumbersome. Linea leaves open the option of switching tools to erase, but it also provides an alternative: you can toggle a setting that enables erasing with your finger while the Apple Pencil is in use. This way, you can avoid manual selection of the eraser altogether and edit mistakes by a method that's quicker and feels more natural.
Rich color options. One of the great things about digital sketching apps is that they can include a virtually limitless number of color options. Linea does well here, with a variety of pre-set color templates to choose from like Vivid Hues, Painter, Art Deco, and Flesh Tones. What I really appreciate though is two color sets that, to my surprise, some sketch apps don't include: Recent Colors and Custom. The former should be available in every app with a color picker, but sadly isn't, and the latter lets you arrange your very own pre-set. On the topic of colors, I also have to point out the delightful bounce animation every time you select a new color – it's a small thing, but it makes me smile.
Pencil optimizations. Linea includes the robust, pressure-sensitive Pencil support you would expect from a quality sketching app. It adds to that, however, an interface that's optimized for Pencil use. If you want to use your fingers to sketch, that's easily done here, but if you're using the Pencil, there's a setting that shrinks the app's tool panels so they get less in the way of your work – a thoughtful touch that only works due to the Pencil's more precise input. As part of the smaller tool panels, sliders for managing layer opacity are so small that they're really only accessible using the Pencil. With Pencil in hand, they're easy to interact with, and they don't take up more room than they have to.
When Linea Sketch 2.0 was released earlier this year, it added Split View and drag and drop support, and several other excellent new features. Before 2.0, I would still recommend Linea, but with some reservations (such as the lack of Split View). However, now I can wholeheartedly recommend it as easily my favorite Apple Pencil app available today.
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Sleep++
John: What I appreciate most about David Smith’s Sleep++ is its simplicity. When I open the app on my iPhone X, I see three full days of data plus most of a fourth. If I want more, it's one tap away, but most of the time a quick glance at the past few days is enough to get a sense of where the week is heading.
You can track your sleep manually or automatically with Sleep++. Manual tracking can be started from the app or its Apple Watch companion app. I've been tracking my sleep automatically and have been happy with the app's ability to figure out when I fall asleep and wake up, but you can adjust the start and end times of a night's sleep manually if Sleep++ doesn't get it right.
From the main view, each day’s entry shows when you went to sleep and woke up the next morning and includes a bar chart that’s color-coded to distinguish between restful and restless sleep as well as show any time you were awake. The app also tallies the total hours and minutes for each category and a total sleep amount.
Tapping on an entry takes you to a slightly more detailed view that’s laid out vertically. In addition to the statistics described above, Sleep++'s detail view lets you know what part of the night you got the best sleep. From here you can also adjust the start and end times of a night's sleep manually.
From the app’s settings, you can set a sleep goal, set a bedtime reminder, turn automatic sleep tracking on or off, toggle whether sleep data gets saved to Apple’s Health app, and turn on a morning sleep summary. The sleep summary is one of my favorite features because it gives me feedback early in my day about how well I slept. If I got a bad night’s sleep, that gives me a chance to think about how I can organize my day to try to get more sleep the next night, and it’s often enough data to keep me mindful about how much sleep I’m getting over the course of a week.
Just this past week Smith added a widget to quickly view your most recent night’s sleep. The layout is the same as the app’s summary view. In compact mode, you get the date, the time you fell asleep and woke up, and a graph of how well you slept. The same data is available by using 3D Touch on the Sleep++ icon. Expanding the widget also provides the total hours and minutes of restful and restless sleep, time awake, and total sleep time.
Like many people, I don’t always get enough sleep. Being gently reminded of that by Sleep++'s daily summary and basic sleep statistics has helped keep bad stretches of sleep from becoming bad habits, which has had a noticeable positive effect on my overall health and stress level this year.
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Twitter
Ryan: Let me say up front that I'm a big fan of third-party Twitter clients. Tweetbot and Twitterrific are both excellent apps that I've used at different times in the past, and I hope Twitter the company stops making it harder and harder to build a third-party client. That said, I've now been using the first-party Twitter iOS app for over a year, and I'm pretty happy with it.
As I wrote previously for Club MacStories members, one of the reasons I first started using Twitter's app is that I no longer wanted the extra burden of feeling like I needed to read every tweet in my timeline – striving for Twitter "inbox zero" you could say. As such, the first-party client's algorithmic timeline grew more appealing to me. I made the switch, and haven't looked back.
Before getting into the specifics of why I like the first-party app, let me first address some of the common criticism it receives. One problem people have is the algorithmic timeline itself, which I already said is a positive for me. When I haven't checked Twitter in a while, it shows me the best things first, and I appreciate that because it saves me time. When I do have the chance to regularly check Twitter, however, I still see the newest tweets at the top. For me it's the best of both worlds.
Another common complaint is that unlike third-party apps, Twitter's own client contains ads, which take the form of sponsored tweets in your timeline. Honestly though, Twitter's ads don't bother me at all, because they don't feel like ads. The sponsored tweets I see typically relate to an area of interest for me, and due to the way Twitter's timeline works, I scroll through them so fast that they barely have the chance to catch my eye anyways. Unless I scan the timeline slowly and deliberately – which I seldom do – I'm more likely to register sponsored tweets as just retweets from people I follow rather than being what they are: ads.
With those hurdles out of the way, Twitter's app brings a lot of positives that I care about. I love the way it looks: clean and modern, with a beautiful dark theme and great iconography. I love having access to features that third-party apps can't provide, such as polls and bookmarks. I've grown so dependent on bookmarks in the last couple months, I don't know what I'd do without the feature. Threads are easy and intuitive to make in Twitter's app, and the built-in GIF database is great. Notifications work well without being spammy, thanks to a wide assortment of settings you can tweak. Search is fantastic, and things like Moments and topical tweet collections are great additions to the Search tab that I check out daily. And any time Twitter the service introduces a change, Twitter's app gets it first.
I know my friend Federico doesn't care for Twitter's iPad app, and while I agree it could definitely make better use of screen real estate, it doesn't bother me at all. Much of the time I'm using Twitter in Split View, and even when I'm not, having a heavy amount of margin on either side of the content is something I've gotten used to on the iPad Pro. I'm writing these words in Ulysses, which contains margins almost as big as those found in Twitter, and it's perfectly fine.
One negative thing I will say about Twitter's app is that it regularly shows the same tweets multiple times. If I haven't checked Twitter in a while and I do want to catch up on all the tweets I missed, I often have to go through sections like "In case you missed it," which will show some of the same tweets I just scrolled through a few seconds before. The app knows which tweets I've seen and which I haven't, so duplicate tweets seems like an easy problem to fix. This issue seems to be happening less lately, so maybe Twitter's working on it.
I'll admit that Twitter's app used to be a mess, but that hasn't been true for a while now. The company has made occasional missteps regarding features it adds or removes, but for the most part the work that's gone into the app has continually made it better. In fact, I think the Twitter app is one of the best social network clients on iOS today.
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Outcast
John: Heading down to the beach for some sun and time away from your iPhone or iPad doesn’t mean you can’t still enjoy your favorite podcasts. Outcast from Crunchy Bagel is a podcast player for the Apple Watch that lets you leave your iPhone or iPad behind.
Apple’s Podcasts app will have a Watch component this fall when watchOS 5 is released, which can work without bringing an iOS device along. For now though, your best bet is Outcast, which already works independently from an iOS device. You can find shows using the app’s built-in podcast directory or use search by scribbling the name on the face of your Watch. You can also import a list of your favorite shows using an OPML file, which can be exported from many iOS podcast players.
Outcast uses WiFi or the cellular network to download episodes. Crunchy Bagel suggests disconnecting your Watch from your iPhone for faster downloads, but even connected, I was able to download a 34 MB, half-hour episode of AppStories in roughly 2.5 minutes, which isn’t bad. If you are downloading multiple episodes or long episodes though, disconnecting from your iPhone is worth considering.
Once you have episodes on your Watch, you can enjoy them via AirPods or any other Bluetooth headphones or speaker. Outcast’s player includes play/pause controls, customizable skip ahead and back controls, adjustable scrubbing speeds, and themes. With the most recent update to Outcast, episodes can also be organized into playlists, and playback can be started almost immediately by streaming a show as it downloads to your Watch.
Probably the biggest downside of Outcast is that it doesn’t sync your position in an episode with an iOS podcast player. That’s a technological limit that can’t be avoided at the moment, but it’s still the best solution I’ve found for leaving your iOS device behind and heading out to enjoy the summer weather and podcasts untethered.
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Bitmoji
Ryan: If you're like me, you may think that Bitmoji are for Snapchat, so if you're not a Snapchat user, you have no use for Bitmoji. But as I learned not too long ago, that actually isn't true. Whether you use Snapchat or not, Bitmoji is one of the best iMessage sticker packs you'll find on the App Store, with hundreds of great stickers fit for any occasion.
Another reason you may have for not checking out Bitmoji is that you're planning to get your hands on Memoji before long, and you think one digital version of yourself for iMessage is plenty. Again though, I would ask you to reconsider. Memoji are great, but they're much more limited than Bitmoji. They're limited in how much you can customize your appearance – I've seen some people with spot-on Memoji representations, but I can't manage to make one for myself – and in how useful they are in Messages. You can pose your Memoji in any position and send a snapshot as a sticker, but that still pales in comparison to Bitmoji's plethora of sticker options.
With Bitmoji you can make a cartoon version of yourself that's impressively accurate. Hair, for example, is an area where Memoji can't quite pinpoint my look, while Bitmoji offers multiple hair options that I consider solid fits. Headwear is another big area of advantage for Bitmoji, with all the standard hats and coverings you might hope for, as well as some fun ones like a halo, flowers, and a Santa Claus hat.
One of the main reasons I love Bitmoji stickers so much is that they include great text captions to express any message or emotion that's on your mind. Over the last two years of using iMessage apps, I've found that the sticker packs I use most often are those that offer more than a mere image – sometimes you need words, and rather than typing those words, I love using stickers that contain a written message paired with an appropriate image. Bitmoji not only includes hundreds of such stickers, it also has an excellent search function so you can quickly, easily find the exact sticker for your needs.
Whether you're a regular iMessage sticker sender already, or you want to become one, I highly recommend checking out Bitmoji.[image: ]
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HoudahSpot
John: I generate a lot more files on my Mac than I used to, which can make finding things difficult at times. I keep my files and folders reasonably well-organized, but sometimes I’m looking for multiple files that span different folders or may have wound up in an unexpected place for whatever reason. The Finder lets you refine searches, limiting queries to file names, types, and specific folders, but the parameters you can use are limited as are the ways you can sort the search results.
HoudahSpot excels by retaining the simplicity of a standard Finder search but combining it with vastly more ways to refine your search, making it much easier to narrow down your results and find the file you want. There’s a plain search bar in the toolbar to start your file search just as you would in the Finder. The middle pane of the three-pane view below the toolbar is divided into three sections: Refine, Locations, and Limit. From Refine, you can add hundreds of search attributes. You can add as many refining search attributes as you like specifying what type of values HoudahSpot should match. You can even combine them using Boolean operators, allowing for some very sophisticated searches.
The other sections of the middle pane let you search any combination of locations on your Mac and limit the number of results returned. Once you’re happy with your results, you can sort them by activating a far greater number of columns in the results view than is available in the Finder. HoudahSpot also includes a slide-in panel with info and quick preview tabs. Checkboxes next to the properties listed in the info tab can be checked to refine your search results further, so they include only the files in the results with that property.
The far left pane contains Templates, Snippets, and Favorite Tags. Templates are saved searches that are handy if you run the same sort of search over and over. Snippets are reusable components of searches that you can save and reuse as building blocks in different searches. HoudahSpot comes with a handful of pre-built Templates and Snippets to give you an idea of what they can do. For example, one built-in Template searches your Mac for HD videos. HoudahSpot can be automated too. It supports AppleScript, and searches can be kicked off from apps like Alfred and LaunchBar.
I’ve met people who have built elaborate folder structures for their files that follow strict naming conventions. Everything has a place, but it either requires a lot of administrative work to maintain or the implementation of elaborate automation schemes. What I like about HoudahSpot is that it liberates you from the burden of maintaining a complex system. I’m not advocating that files get dumped into a single folder and that people rely solely on search. However, I do like the idea of relying on search to allow for a slightly looser, less time-consuming approach to file organization that saves time and provides peace of mind that you’ll be able to find your files anytime you want.[image: ]
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Morning Reader
Ryan: Morning Reader is such a simple app, with not much to it, that there really isn't a lot I can say about it – except that, if you're a tech news junkie like me, you should download it right now.
I use Morning Reader every day, multiple times a day to find out what the latest and most popular tech stories are. The app is featured prominently on my iPhone home screen and iPad dock because I check it so often. The main view of the app, which is the only one I ever use, is a 'Top' option under 'Technology.' This one screen is divided into two sections: Top Stories and Recent. Each section lists five stories that are constantly refreshed – either five that are particularly popular at that moment (for Top Stories), or five that are recently published and starting to garner attention. Tap on a story, and it will open in Safari.
That's all there is to Morning Reader, mostly. You can also visit a 'River' section for tech that just contains a constant stream of the latest stories, or the recently added Blockchain section of articles, but I don't use either of those. The single 'Top' screen for tech stories is all I need.
I know many people use Twitter as a way of keeping up with the latest tech news, and I do too, but only as a secondary option. There's so much extra clutter on Twitter that distracts from important stories, so I can't rely on it as my primary news source. Many may choose RSS for their news needs, but for me at least, RSS feels like just another thing I need to manage. Morning Reader requires no management, and it doesn't make me sift through a bunch of stories to get to the ones that interest me. I can open the app for a few quick seconds, scan the 10 listed headlines, and either close the app right away, or tap a story or two to check them out in more detail. Whether I'm covering news for MacStories, or just catching myself up on the day's events, Morning Reader is the best way for me to do that.
Morning Reader is available as a free download for both iPhone and iPad, and it supports iPad Split View. Whether for work or personal purposes, if you'd benefit from an app that quickly consolidates the latest tech headlines for you, I highly recommend checking it out.
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‘sodes
Ryan: With so many millions of options to choose from, how do you decide which apps to keep on your iPhone? We all have a judgment process we go through, and that process involves evaluating which parts of an app are most important to us. In comparing apps with each other, to what degree should visual design be weighted against a list of features, or an app's functional design?
The answers to these questions are entirely subjective, of course. We all have our own lists of app features we care about most, and we also have certain preferences for different looks and feels of design. From an app developer standpoint, then, I suppose the goal in app creation is to make something that appeals to the broadest number of people in your target market.
Unless, of course, you're making an app primarily for yourself. That was the case with 'sodes, a podcast client that developer Jared Sinclair released earlier this year. Light on features, 'sodes was crafted first and foremost for Sinclair's own use, and his particular design preferences. Though it's gained a few new features since launch, the app still lacks many of the abilities found in Apple's stock Podcasts app, not to mention third-party competitors like Overcast and Castro.
'sodes doesn't have a Smart Speed or Voice Boost equivalent, or sleep timers, it doesn't support navigation by chapters, and you can't create playlists or even set one show to play directly after another. You can adjust playback speed, and there's a lovely dark theme, and you can also download episodes rather than just streaming them (but that's an experimental feature which may go away in the future).
More on the feature-positive side, 'sodes just received a big update this week that added support for Siri shortcuts and CarPlay. The shortcuts integration enables playing any podcasts that you've marked as favorite, and there's also an option to just resume whatever was last playing in the app. Shortcuts support caught me by surprise, since this is one of the last apps I'd expect to get early support for an entirely optional new OS feature. However, it's a welcome update.
Despite how potentially negative I may have come across so far, 'sodes is absolutely deserving of being this week's Favorite selection. Why? Because when it comes to looks, 'sodes is one of the absolute best designed apps on my iPhone.
Beauty is a hard thing to place quantifiable value on, but in the case of 'sodes, the app is so lovely to look at that I've considered on multiple occasions foregoing my other podcasting options and sticking with the app that brings me the most joy in use. It's not like 'sodes is all style with no substance – it makes a fine podcast player if your needs are light. There's little that needs "managing" in the app, making it easy to access and play your favorite shows.
If we were talking about some other category of app, I'd probably be using 'sodes full-time. But for audio apps, which the majority of the time play content in the background with minimal UI interaction, the beauty of 'sodes design simply can't outweigh for me the features I'd miss in other apps. If some of those features come to the app though, switching to 'sodes would be a pretty easy choice.
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Overcast
John: Overcast has been my primary podcast player since its release. Smart Speed, which reduces silences during an episode without sounding unnatural, and Voice Boost, which makes voices easier to hear in noisy environments, are the two features that have kept me using Overcast. With the introduction of Overcast’s new Watch app, however, I’ve added a third reason why it’s my favorite podcast player.
Before getting to the Watch app though, there are a few other features I want to mention. The first is Smart Resume. When you resume a paused podcast episode, Smart Resume backs up to a break between words and starts playback from there. It’s a small thing, but it makes a big difference in orienting yourself after pausing whether you stop briefly to buy a coffee on your way to work or resume playback in your car after grocery shopping for an hour.
Overcast 5, which was released when iOS debuted, also redesigned the Now Playing screen to make settings, show notes, and chapters more discoverable. The update shrunk show art a little to create a card-style interface with the edges of the settings and show notes cards showing to the left and right of the artwork. It’s a small change, but it’s an affordance that makes it easier to find those features and chapters.
In keeping with this week’s MacStories Weekly theme, I want to mention Overcast’s brand new Watch app. Overcast has a long history with the Apple Watch. As Marco Arment described on a recent episode of the Accidental Tech Podcast, the limitations on what he could do with prior versions of watchOS and the lack of in-app volume controls caused many Overcast users, including me, to delete Overcast’s watchOS app in favor of the Watch’s Now Playing app.
With the introduction of watchOS 5, however, Arment was able to significantly improve Overcast’s Watch app, which now supports standalone podcast playback and includes volume controls. At first, I was skeptical because the app doesn’t stream over cellular, like Apple’s Podcasts app. However, Overcast does an excellent job based on my Queue and listening habits of deciding which episodes to load onto my Watch, and manual transferring is an option too. Of course, the transfer process is slow, but it speeds up substantially when my Watch is charging, so I’ve never found myself feeling as though I didn’t have anything I wanted to listen to waiting for me.
The latest update also added round Infograph complications. The complication simply opens the app, but that’s all I need it to do as I’m heading out for a run and want to get an episode started quickly.
Another big part of Overcast 5 is shortcuts. There’s a shortcut that can be accessed and added from Overcast’s settings for nearly every function of the app, including playing and pausing audio, turning Smart Speed and Voice Boost on and off, skipping chapters, recommending episodes, and copying a URL for sharing your favorite episodes. Siri shortcuts can be created for starting individual shows and playlists too.
Although I’ve had a cellular Watch since Series 3, Overcast is the app that convinced me to finally leave my iPhone at home when I go for a run, which is even more important now that I’ve got the XS Max. Now I have the music and podcasts I want to listen to with me all the time, and although the Watch’s LTE radio isn’t needed for Overcast, it comes in handy for sending a quick text message and receiving alerts while I’m out.
You can read our past coverage of Overcast and download Federico’s shortcuts for controlling Overcast on MacStories here.
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MarginNote
John: MarginNote is a feature-rich research and study tool for iOS and the Mac that is a little overwhelming at first, but pays dividends if you spend some time with it. The versions sync via iCloud and include many of the same features, so I’m going to focus on the iPad app, with which I’m most familiar.
A lot of research revolves around PDFs and EPUB documents especially if you’re a student. MarginNote handles both, combining reading, annotating, mind-mapping, flashcards, and a bunch of other tools into one package. The app is organized into a couple of different modes. The first is reading mode, which is designed to help you navigate long and multiple documents easily without the app’s tools getting in your way.
As you read, you can toggle MarginNotes’ tools on and off by tapping the pencil icon. When activated you can annotate documents in just about any way imaginable with free-form notes, highlighting, text, and shapes. Highlighted text can have comments attached to it which show up in a notes side panel on the right. Comments aren’t just for text though. You can add images, record audio, tag them, and draw too. Notes can also hover above your reading material making it easier to add information from different parts of a document.
The same text you highlight can be added to a mind map automatically as it’s highlighted or manually by tapping on the app’s contextual menu. Mind maps work like they do in other mind map apps. You can drag around the text you’ve added creating different connections between them. You can create new nodes in the mind map yourself, which unlike excerpts from your reading, aren’t bordered in the color you used to highlight passages, which is a nice way to distinguish your notes from text excerpts visually. Mind maps can even span multiple documents linking disparate sources together too. Finally, if mind maps aren’t your thing, you can organize your notes and excerpts into an outline.
The list of features keeps going. OCR is available to make text searchable that wouldn’t be otherwise, and there’s also an in-app browser to aid your research. You can also create flashcards from excerpts you’ve saved to help you study what you’ve read.
Notes and mind maps aren’t trapped in MarginNote, which I like a lot. Mind maps can be exported to OmniOutliner, iThoughts, Microsoft Word, and Evernote. Notes can be exported as a PDF, Word document, or to Evernote. The iThoughts export feature is what Federico used to export mind maps based on Apple developer documentation to his central iOS 12 review mind map this past summer.
Whether you’re a student, writer, or anyone else who relies on research using PDFs and EPUB documents, MarginNote is worth a look. It was updated over the summer to version 3, and is the most interesting PDF annotation app I’ve tried besides LiquidText.
FEATURED IN MACSTORIES WEEKLY #147
[image: ]
[image: ]
Toggl
Ryan: Toggl's first-party app doesn't have the best reputation, mainly because for the longest time it received very little attention from its developers. Fortunately, though, that began changing this past year. Toggl was relaunched as a brand new app in late 2017, and ever since that time it has received regular updates and improvements. I've had my eye on Toggl since its big new version debuted, but it was only recently that I began putting it to daily use. And I have to say, it's an entirely different product from its predecessor.
If you're unfamiliar with Toggl altogether, it's a web-based time tracking service that allows you to easily keep track of important life responsibilities. Among the MacStories team we each have timers set up for different types of work we do, such as writing for the site, writing for the Club, or editing. Toggl makes for a great way to find out exactly how you're spending your time. Once you've started time tracking, you'll see detailed reports that present data visually, which I find helpful. There are a variety of ways to start and stop your timers, such as the website, the web API, and of course the iOS app.
Previously, my habit has been to manage timer actions via saved shortcuts in the Shortcuts app. Federico delved into the web API and created a set of Toggl shortcut templates that I've been using for a while now. Those still work great, but I've recently switched to using Toggl for iOS as part of testing the app, and I think I'm going to stick with it.
The Toggl app is ultimately fairly simple, consisting of three main tabs: timers, reports, and calendar. On the timers screen you can view a history of all your previously tracked timers, as well as start a new timer, and track the progress of any timers currently running. I love how clean and simple the timer screen is, giving you all the tools you need but in a nice looking, well organized interface. The reports screen by default shows you the current week's tracked time, though you can also view data for last week, this month, last month, this year, and more. You'll see a grand total number of hours at the top, plus a percentage determining how many of those hours are billable. Underneath that is a graph showing a breakdown of hours by day, and finally a pie chart that shows how your time has been distributed between different projects and areas of work.
The calendar tab is a recent addition, showing a day view that includes any events on your calendar as well as a record of all timers you've used that day. You can add as many of your calendars to Toggl as you'd like, and once an event appears inside the app, a single tap on the event will create a pre-set timer that matches the event's duration. You can also optionally choose to receive notifications every time an event begins, or is about to begin, and in those notifications Toggl provides the option to create a timer for the event. This is a nice way to not forget about tracking important calendar items.
Toggl also added support for Siri shortcuts in recent weeks, which makes it really easy to start or stop a timer with your voice. Siri is a great avenue for managing timers, but I still like having the option of pressing buttons too, so I've set up shortcuts in the Shortcuts app consisting of Siri shortcuts to perform all timer actions, as well as one that takes me straight to the reports screen inside the Toggl app. These actions are great because they're simple to setup, requiring no knowledge of web APIs or anything else complicated.
There's still plenty of room for the Toggl app to grow: it's currently iPhone-only and I'd love an iPad version, and it's also occasionally slow to sync, though I'm confident those issues will get worked out in time. Overall it's still way better than it used to be, growing to a place where I'm comfortable relying on it in everyday use. If you're into time tracking and haven't given Toggl's app a look in a while, there's never been a better time to check it out.
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Sudoku Master Edition
Ryan: Until recently I had never played a game of sudoku before. I'd been interested in it when the craze first hit the U.S. in a big way many years back, but I didn't quite understand the concept at the time, so I never gave it a shot.
Fast forward to this spring when I stumbled across Sudoku Master Edition on the App Store. The app appeared well designed, with a lot of thought and love put into its development, so I figured it'd be a great time to give sudoku a real try. The game did not disappoint, and that's in large part due to its excellent home in Sudoku ME.
It starts with the app's handy Help mode, which walks you through the basics and even provides some useful tips that provide needed guidance for anyone brand new to the game. Beyond that though, I immediately appreciated how Sudoku ME highlights all numbers that match the number you have selected, so it's clear at a glance how your board's looking, and thus you can conduct the necessary process of square elimination more easily. If you're a beginner you'll also appreciate the game's lowest difficulty mode, which eases you in to getting comfortable with sudoku by building your confidence with very winnable games. You can then progress through the app's four additional difficulty levels as you feel you're able.
Besides the app's clean, beautiful design, one of the things that makes Sudoku ME stand out is its myriad of options for customizing the game exactly as you'd like. From an appearance standpoint, in addition to the default light mode, there's a gorgeous true black mode that's perfect for OLED phones. You can also customize the accent colors in the app, number style, the size of the game board, and more (there are even alternate app icons). I appreciate the option to hide the game's timer, as its absence helps me better relax while I play. You can also either get alerted as soon as you make a mistake, or play in classic mode for a more paper-and-pen-like experience.
Speaking of paper and pen, Sudoku ME offers an iPad version that enables playing with the Apple Pencil. My 12.9-inch iPad Pro is a bit too large for a comfortable playing experience in the lap, but smaller iPads paired with the Pencil could make for a perfect sudoku setup.
I always enjoy using a well-made app, no matter what app category it belongs to, and I'm really glad I gave Sudoku ME a shot. It provides a delightful sudoku experience tailored well for iOS devices, and has introduced me to a game that's perfect for enjoying in my downtime. Whether you're a sudoku pro or you've never played the game before, Sudoku Master Edition is well worth checking out.[image: ]
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RoboKiller
John: I’ve found a new spam call and text blocker. I used Nomorobo for over a year, but over time, it seemed to block fewer and fewer spam calls made to my iPhone. After some research I came across RoboKiller, which does a fantastic job of blocking unwanted calls and handles SMS messages too.
After you download the app, you need to enable it in the Phone app’s settings. There are three types of blocking that I recommend setting up. The first is standard call blocking, which works by blocking known robocallers on a blacklist. The second, which is perhaps my favorite, is neighbor spoofing. The feature blocks all calls from the same area code and prefix as your phone that aren’t in your contacts. This one feature has made the biggest difference in the number of unwanted calls I get. The final feature allows you to proactively report spam calls from your iPhone’s Recents list by swiping left on a log entry and tapping ‘Report.’
RoboKiller adds some fun to call blocking too. It’s got a catalog of many canned messages called Answer Bots that take your spam calls. There’s everything from a realistic sounding recording that tells the caller the number reached is no longer in service, to hilarious pre-recorded messages designed to confuse, and waste the time of, robo-callers. You can even listen in on live robocalls as they receive the canned messages, which is surprisingly entertaining. I use a standard ‘not in service’ message, but it was fun to listen to some of the creative alternatives.
The app includes a full log of blocked calls and reasons why they were blocked. If someone left a message, you can listen to the call and if it was a false positive, prevent it from blocking the call in the future. I’m glad I can override RoboKiller, but in the three or four months I’ve used the app, it’s never blocked a call it shouldn't have.
RoboKiller also blocks spam SMS messages including political texts, which have become a big problem in the US in recent months. I’m fortunate not to have received spam text messages in the past, so I can’t comment on how well RoboKiller’s filtering works, but I have it turned on just in case.
The service, which is US-only, works with most major US carriers, but not US Cellular. In my experience, RoboKiller works significantly better than Nomorobo, but costs substantially more too. Whereas Nomorobo is $1.99/month or $19.99/year, RoboKiller is $7.99/month or $49.99/year. While I don’t like that I have to pay to avoid calls I shouldn’t receive in the first place, RoboKiller has reduced the number of spam calls I get to very close to zero, which has made the steeper price worthwhile.
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Pretext
Ryan: Sometimes stripped-down simplicity is all you want from an app. When it comes to Markdown text editors on iOS, there are a variety of great options, but they all have their own quirks and complications. Most have their own differing methods of cloud storage and syncing, and features you may or may not want. If you'd like an app that gets complicating factors out of the way, however, and lets you just write, Pretext is the app for you.
I love Pretext because it gives me the tools I need without the clutter of things I don't. This starts with the app's adoption of Files' document browser. Rather than having its own custom system of file storage or syncing, Pretext uses the document browser to make its file navigation entirely iOS-native. Browsing to find an existing Markdown file, or creating a new one, takes place in the exact same environment you would find in the Files app. There's no setup necessary, no entering login credentials for different cloud services, you just see the structure that already exists inside Files.
Since Apple introduced the Files app and its document browser in iOS 11, there are still relatively few document-based apps that rely on the document browser. I hope that changes as more time passes, because the document browser offers the best replication of a traditional computing file approach on iOS. Like on a Mac, where you can open files directly from the Finder or from inside their default app, with apps that support the iOS document browser you can similarly take either approach: accessing a document directly from Files, or via the app itself. In either case the experience is the same. If you're moving from a Mac to an iPad for more of your computing needs, Files and the document browser make for a much easier transition.
Beyond Pretext's use of the document browser, it includes other features that I consider essential in a solid Markdown editor: keyboard shortcuts and a dark mode. The latter is admittedly not my favorite, so I often use an iOS Accessibility setting, Smart Invert Colors, to make a dark environment that better fits my tastes, but the presence of a dark mode at all is welcome. The app's keyboard shortcuts make it easy to enter Markdown syntax for bold, emphasis, links, and more.
There's not much else to Pretext than that. It includes support for the share sheet, so you can easily send text written in Pretext elsewhere. And there's an option to preview your document in HTML, which I find especially useful when writing anything that includes image links in it. Besides those things, the app simply gets out of the way and provides a clean, attractive writing environment.
Until recently, there was another app on the App Store that bore a lot of similarities to Pretext: Textor. It didn't support Markdown, but Textor was a similar stripped-down plain text editor that integrated with Files' document browser. Textor's developer, however, was just hired by Apple, so he subsequently removed Textor from the App Store. As such, if you've been a Textor user and need a replacement for that app, Pretext is the replacement you've been looking for.
I don't use Pretext as my primary Markdown editor because I need some of the additional power of alternative apps, but I do use it each week when editing other MacStories writers' work. I can open their Working Copy files easily thanks to the document browser, and Pretext provides a great writing environment for making quick edits. In the future though, if my writing needs become reduced in some way, I could definitely see myself going all-in with Pretext.
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Picsew
John: Picsew is a versatile utility for combining photos and screenshots. The app has lots of nice touches and tricks up its sleeve, but what I like most are its two extensions.
The first extension combines screenshots to create what the app calls ‘scrollshots.’ Picsew can take a series of overlapping screenshots and combine them into one image. This comes in handy if you want to screenshot a conversation in Messages that extends beyond the space of a single screenshot. It’s also useful for demonstrating UIs that extend beyond the bounds of a single screen.
The second extension takes ‘websnapshots,’ which are screenshots of an entire webpage. No matter how long the webpage is, Picsew converts it into a single image. If you’ve got a page that you want to save, Picsew’s extension is a good alternative to saving a page as a webloc file.
I tested the feature in multiple browsers and discovered that the extension worked with every site I tried in Safari and Chrome. However, the extension got stuck on longer webpages in iCab Mobile and Firefox.
Picsew can also combine photos vertically or horizontally and create scrollshots from inside the main app. When you combine photos in the app, Picsew overlays editing buttons on the outside edges of the shots or interior borders between photos depending on whether you are using the crop tool, which crops the dimensions of the image, or scissors tool for determining how the images overlap.
The interaction for cropping or using the scissors tool takes some getting used to. In most photos apps I’ve used, the crop tool lets you drag the border of an image in and out from its edge. With Picsew, you slide the whole image instead to make it disappear under the border. The scissors tool works the same way for adjusting the interior borders between combined images.
Picsew has other tools too. You can add watermarks, the text of which can be stored in settings as a default watermark or customized on a per-image basis. Apple device frames can be added to images too, though the app has not been updated to add the new iPad Pros yet. Also, the status bar can be cleaned up for screenshots and you can obscure sensitive information with three pixelation presets.
There’s even a URL scheme and example shortcuts that can be incorporated into more complex workflows. For example, I combined a scrollshot shortcut with an existing shortcut that uploads images to the MacStories CDN to create a quick way to add scrollshot URLs to the stories I write.
In settings, you can set images for automatic deletion after your combined image is created. When you’re finished, your image can be saved to the Photos app, shared with the share sheet, previewed, or uploaded for temporary 48-hour storage, which creates a link that can be shared with others.
Picsew is a great example of the sort of utility I keep on my iOS devices. I only use it occasionally, and some of what it does is possible with other apps, but I appreciate having the power of its extensions and URL scheme available to streamline the screenshot stitching process and quickly save webpages.
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Page Layers
John: Not long ago, I wanted to provide design feedback to Federico on a few aspects of the MacStories website. I took a screenshot of the homepage and started marking it up with my Apple Pencil on my iPad, but I wasn’t happy with the results. My scratchy notes didn’t do a good job of conveying my ideas. Next, I tried sketching the layout I had in mind, which was even worse. I’m not much of an artist.
Because all I was trying to do was remix existing site elements in a different way, I started looking for an app that would let me do that. I came across Page Layers, which is a Mac app that ingests a webpage and converts it into a layered PSD file that can be edited in Adobe Photoshop or an app like Pixelmator Pro. The app worked like a charm.
Page Layers has a built-in browser for navigating to the page you want to convert. I used a page displaying a single article on MacStories. Next, you pick a window size to convert. The final step is to save the page as a PSD file.
Page Layers converts the webpage into a single PSD file with multiple layers organized by the site’s HTML structure. There’s a separate layer for every element, which means you can end up with many, many layers. However, after exploring the nested layers in Pixelmator Pro’s sidebar, I quickly figured out which layers were the ones I wanted to edit.
With a separate layer for each webpage element, it’s simple to drag things to new positions, change colors, delete elements, and add new items. Text is captured as a screenshot instead of a layer by default, but you can create separate text layers if you’d like when you invoke the ‘Save As’ command.
Page Layers is a screenshot utility at its core, which means instead of generating PSD files, you can also capture full webpages regardless of the size of your browser’s window as a PNG file too. That’s something other Mac utilities can do too, but if you don’t have that sort of utility already, it’s a nice additional perk of Page Layers.
Page Layers works best on relatively simple webpage structures like MacStories, but overall, I’ve been impressed at how well it handles a wide range of sites. This is the sort of tool that I’m sure would be incredibly useful to anyone who does regular design work. I don’t do that sort of work regularly, but the app has been a great help nonetheless, because it lets me lean on the existing design work of a site when all I want to demonstrate is a different layout. Instead of hastily drawn diagrams that might not get my point across, a quick edit in Pixelmator Pro comes a lot closer to imagining what an alternate design might look like.
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Channels
Ryan: The year is 2018, and yes, as Tim Cook once proclaimed, the future of TV certainly is apps. In place of traditional television channels, our TV watching is now dominated more than ever before by the likes of Netflix, YouTube, and other streaming services. Unfortunately though, no matter how much cord-cutting may be on the rise, there are still certain types of content that are hard to access through apps. Live sports in particular remain a problem area. To help bridge those streaming gaps, you can turn to a paid bundle service like YouTube TV or Hulu Live, or go a different route with the option I've turned to this year: Channels.
Channels is a TV app that best replicates, but also improves upon, TV as we've historically consumed it. The app works in tandem with a HDHomeRun and HD antenna, so you'll need that hardware before Channels can be of help to you. Once your gear is set up though, the app will provide direct access to all the channels your antenna allows. On Apple TV, iPad, and iPhone, you'll be able to browse a channel guide just like on your old cable box, except unlike most cable boxes, Channels actually works quickly and reliably.
I love having the familiar TV guide interface available on all my devices. On the Apple TV, Channels enables me to access all the live sports I enjoy without the need to ever switch TV inputs; since Channels is just another app on tvOS, I can seamlessly switch between it and other apps, like Netflix or Apple's own TV app. This brings the added benefit of never needing any remote but the Apple TV's Siri Remote.
Having Channels on iOS is great for when the TV's tied up with something else, but more often in my case, it's of benefit because I can easily see what's on from my iPhone or iPad without needing to turn the TV on. I'm a Dallas Cowboys fan who just moved from Texas to New York, so it's not guaranteed on Sundays that the Cowboys game will be shown locally; Channels makes it easy to quickly check what games are playing.
In addition to offering a convenient way to access antenna content, Channels puts key tools in your hands that you wouldn't otherwise have. During live TV, for example, you can pause, rewind, and fast forward just as though you had a cable box. This functionality comes built into the app, at no extra cost. If you want even more control though, Channels offers a cloud DVR option as a subscription, which lets you set different shows to automatically record. Once a show has been recorded, you can even watch it on your iOS devices while away from home.
I don't watch a whole lot of live TV, but when I do, Channels is easily my preferred way to do that. The app is regularly updated for the latest OS versions, and offers pain-free processes for setup and use. The tvOS and iOS apps are separate purchases, so bear that in mind, but I've found it very worthwhile having both. If you're into cord cutting, I definitely recommend checking out Channels.
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Edit
Ryan: On the surface, it seems like there isn't much that needs saying about Edit, because there isn't much to the app itself. Edit is a simple scratchpad utility that does one thing: provide a single-screen text editor so you can quickly jot down anything that's on your mind. There's no concept of saving different notes, or opening any other parts of the app. If you've previously written things in the app, they stay there until you delete them. You have one endless screen in which to write, and that's it.
Why, you may wonder, would such a simple app merit being featured as a MacStories Favorite? Because no matter how limited Edit may be, its limitations can actually make it the best tool for some very specific use cases.
I love Edit because it makes a few different types of data capture easier than any alternative app. Often I'll have something I need to write down, but only for temporary purposes. For example, someone may share a piece of information with me that I'll immediately take action on, and thus I'll only need that information for the next five minutes or so as a reference. I don't need to create a new note somewhere like Apple Notes because I know what I write will only stay relevant for a very limited period of time. So I open Edit, which launches instantly and with the software keyboard already loaded, and I jot my notes down then move forward. Using Edit makes this act quick and seamless.
When I first came across Edit on the App Store some months ago, I was intrigued by its concept, but ultimately didn't think it would stick for me. Part of the appeal of the app is that it allows you to capture data quickly, which to me sounded like Drafts, an app that didn't quite fit my needs. The concept of writing text in one place that would eventually be moved somewhere else has always sounded like extra work to me. What I realized recently though is that Edit offers a lot of value even if you never move text from it to another app. I've been using it exclusively for text that stays in the app until it's deleted, and it's been perfect for that task.
One of my common Edit uses cases is writing down a quick list of to-dos that I plan to work on soon, but don't want or need to use my task manager for because attaching specific due dates would take too long. Plus, writing a list of to-dos in plain text is a lot faster than inputting new tasks in a separate app. I'll do something similar when my wife and I have an open day together, free from plans; we'll sit down and write out some of the things we'd like to spend the day doing, and I jot those down in Edit. Storing those kinds of notes in Edit makes sense because I can get back to them right away, and when they're no longer needed, I can easily clear them out. Earlier this week I was packing for a trip, and I used Edit to write down the few things that I wouldn't be able to pack until the morning of my flight – the app made for a great place to store that quick reference list.
Though Edit is intentionally very light on features, there are a few details worth mentioning. First, the app includes both light and dark modes, and the dark mode employs true black on OLED devices, which is what I use constantly on my iPhone XS Max. There's something so beautiful and minimal about opening the app straight to a single view that's mostly black with just some text and the keyboard on-screen. Second, though it's not a discoverable feature at all, you can resize text in Edit simply by pinching to zoom in or out. Finally, the only other 'features' are a share sheet button, word count, and a button that instantly selects all text so you can quickly delete it.
I'm still surprised at how much value I've gotten out of Edit. The app has found a spot on the first page of my home screen, and it's actually one of the home screen apps that gets the most use each day. If you think you could benefit from a single-page scratchpad on your iPhone, I definitely recommend giving Edit a shot. There may not be much to the app, but its simplicity gives way to great flexibility, and that can be a powerful thing.
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1Blocker X
John: It’s worth saying up front that I’m not in favor of blocking ads indiscriminately across all sites. After all, MacStories relies on advertising as one of its sources of income. Still, there are sites that overload pages with distracting ads and other page elements, run all sorts of trackers, and use excessive JavaScript, all of which makes for a poor reading experience, causes pages to load slowly, and can use a lot of data on your mobile devices. For those times, I use 1Blocker X, which has been my favorite content blocker since it debuted.
1Blocker X has over 120,000 blocking rules spread across several categories:
	•	Ads
	•	Adult Sites
	•	Annoyances
	•	Comments
	•	Trackers
	•	Custom Rules
	•	International Rules
Rules to block ads and adult sites do what you’d expect. Annoyances blocks cookie notices, social media badges, widgets, share bars, and other distractions that aren’t advertisements; Comments removes comment sections for webpages; Trackers prevents cross-site tracking; finally, Custom Rules can be set up to block anything that the app doesn’t already cover, which is rare, as well as individual page elements and other things. If you live in Germany or Russia, you can also take advantage of International Rules, which are customized for those countries.
Users can whitelist particular sites or whitelist them for categories of rules for even more fine-grained control. That means, for example, you could allow a site to show advertisements, but still block comments and trackers.
There are limits to how many rules content blockers can offer that normally would prevent 1Blocker X from providing as many rules as it does. The secret to 1Blocker X being able to offer more blocking rules than other apps is its categories. Each one has a separate toggle in Safari’s Content Blockers section of the Settings app. Turning them on is a one-time process of flipping seven switches instead of the single switch you’d find in most apps.
The long list of blocker categories available in 1Blocker X is an indicator of just how much junk there is on the web. Apple has built features into Safari that address some of the user-hostile behaviors of sites, but 1Blocker X is a tool for power users who want even more granular control over the sites they visit, and it’s still my favorite option.
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Fiery Feeds
John: Long ago, I gave up on trying to pick just one RSS client on iOS. There are a bunch I like and keep installed on my iOS devices, but the two I use most often are Fiery Feeds and lire. Fortunately, it's easy to keep all of them installed and use whichever suits my mood or task at hand because I use Inoreader to sync the read status of articles across devices and apps.
Fiery Feeds is a fantastic option for a lot of users because it syncs with a long list of RSS services. There are familiar names like Feedly, Feedbin, Feed Wrangler, and Inoreader, but a lot of others too. In total, Fiery Feeds supports 11 different RSS services. The app also syncs with four read-it-later services including Instapaper and Pocket, which is uncommon among RSS readers and makes Fiery Feeds an excellent choice for consolidating your online reading in a single app.
The reading experience is one of Fiery Feeds' core strengths. The app supports multiple themes and the option to create more yourself. There are also 15 font alternatives, and text size, line spacing, and margins are all adjustable.
The sidebar, which can be positioned on the left or right in the app's settings, includes handy features like Smart Views which group unread material in sections like 'Today' for items published on the current date and 'Hot Links,' which collects links to the articles cited most often in your feeds. There are also special sections for high and low frequency feeds, short and long articles, and a 'Must Read' folder where you can stash feeds you don't want to miss.
Fiery Feeds supports user-created folders for an extra level of organization too. Each view is expandable, allowing you to drill down to browse the stories from individual sources. The sidebar can also be hidden to focus on the articles in your feed, which more often than not is how I use the app given my relatively simple approach to RSS.
I treat my RSS client more as an inbox than a reading app. I review everything in reverse chronological order and rarely jump around based on folders or feeds. I follow a lot of feeds and use Fiery Feeds and other RSS clients to browse headlines and read short posts. If I find something I want to write about, I open it in Safari or send a link to my task manager to be handled later. If something relates to a long-term project or seems like it might make good reference material later, I send it to Keep It or Notes. Long form stories and things I want to read when I'm not working get moved to Safari Reading List. Processing headlines is simple because the share button is always within easy reach by swiping on an article's summary or from the floating toolbar at the bottom of the article view.
I used to be an RSS completionist, but I follow too many feeds now so instead, if I get behind, I review the headlines from the past day or two and mark the rest read. That's where Fiery Feeds' 'mark as read' options come in handy. If the volume isn't too bad, I'll mark everything older than three days old as read; otherwise, I mark everything more than 24 hours as read. However, there are also options to mark things older than 12 hours, one week, or one month as read. Of course, you can also mark everything as read.
A recent small addition to Fiery Feeds that I enjoy a lot is the ability to switch to 'web mode' with a double tap of an article. It's an elegant solution for handling sites that truncate the articles in their feed.
Even though my RSS workflow is more about processing than reading in Fiery Feeds, I appreciate the clarity of its presentation of article summaries, which helps me get through a long list of stories quickly. I also love that I can carefully customize the article view, so when I do sit back to read in Fiery Feeds, the experience is precisely the way I like it.
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Halide
Ryan: One of the most important roles the iPhone fills in our lives is that of a camera. Amidst all the countless other things an iPhone can do, it's hard to overestimate the value of its camera system. Many of the iPhone's functions can now be adequately handled by an Apple Watch, such as communication apps, music, podcasts, mapping, and Apple Pay; however, it's still so hard to leave the iPhone behind when going out because no one wants to be without a camera. We're so used to having a camera with us at all times.
Apple puts a lot of work into improving the iPhone's cameras each year, but the Camera app is often mostly left alone. Aside from adding support for new features like Portrait Lighting or depth control, the Camera app stays the same and overall provides a great experience for users. What it's missing, though, is the ability to shoot in RAW, and fine-grained controls that anyone into advanced photography will want. That's where Halide comes in.
Halide is an app we've written a lot about in the past. When depth APIs became available to third-party developers, Halide put them to use in innovative ways with its depth peaking and Portrait AR effects, both of which enhanced the experience of taking depth photos. Last year after the iPhone XS debuted, with its computational photography approach of Smart HDR, the team behind Halide did two things: it went to work outlining how drastically different the new camera system was from previous iPhones, and it came up with its own Smart RAW feature to take advantage of the camera's new capabilities. The app has earned a reputation for always getting the most out of Apple's hardware.
Halide offers manual controls for adjusting exposure, focus, white balance, and ISO, and makes them all easy to understand and access. As someone who's entirely untrained in the art of photography, Halide was the first manual camera app I used that didn't feel completely foreign to me. Through the use of natural gestures and a limited set of easy-to-grasp controls, I can make quick adjustments that produce better images in seconds.
Thoughtful design – both in function and form – is at the core of what makes Halide special. It's a beautiful app to use, made engaging with the use of haptic feedback, and everything is laid out and included in the app for a purpose. When the iPhone X first debuted, complete with notch, Halide was one of the first apps to thoughtfully employ the top corners of the phone's display.
Manual camera apps aren't for everyone – most users will be content sticking with Apple's built-in option. But if you want to shoot in RAW for editing purposes, or you'd like a bit more control over getting just the right shot, Halide is a fantastic way to go.
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GIPHY
Ryan: The world of GIFs is so tremendously vast. One of the better characteristics of the Internet is that it's capable of churning out GIFs fit for every occasion, in every context, no matter who you're sharing them with. The problem is, even though all those GIFs exist, it can be hard to find the right one in a matter of seconds. I can't tell you how often I've wasted too much time hunting for just the right GIF, and in the end I may end up not even finding it after all. Those failures were due, I believe, to not using GIPHY on iOS.
The bulk of GIPHY's interface is divided in a simple four-tab layout: Today, Explore, Create, and Favorites. Each of these offers something unique and valuable in meeting your GIF needs.
Today is where you'll find the latest trending GIFs, which this week has been ultra-relevant by depicting extreme cold weather scenes. I love the social element here, offering GIFs every day that are timely and popular – both important factors that commonly describe the best quality GIF for the moment. In addition to trending GIFs, Today is home to daily stories that tend to center around different events in broader pop culture. For example, this past week there have been several inspired by films at the Sundance Film Festival. Stories also often focus on particular fun themes like 'Cannot Unsee' or 'Mopey Mondays.' When you open a story, it's navigated similarly to stories in Instagram and Snapchat, though you swipe vertically to move forward rather than horizontally. Each story is composed entirely of GIFs, which you can save to your favorites or share immediately, and each GIF is complemented by a caption that strings together the story's narrative.
Explore is like a standard discover-style tab, where you'll see a variety of GIFs organized under topics and subtopics, like Cats, Birthday, the Everything Is Fine meme, Coffee, and more. Explore is a great place to find something new via simple browsing.
Create lets you make your own GIFs using either video from your library or by capturing new video right inside the app. After you've made your selection, GIPHY offers tools to add captions, effects, stickers, and more. Inside the Create tab you can also make stickers, which is done with the front-facing camera of your iPhone by cropping you out of your surrounding environment.
Favorites is just what it sounds like: the place that houses all GIFs you've saved as a favorite. Wherever you are in the app, you can double tap a GIF or hit the heart button to save that GIF as a favorite in your collection. One area where the app is lacking is that there's no way to organize your favorites into folders or any other similar structure, which can be problematic as your collection grows. There is a search option present, so that helps, but folders would be nice.
As you would expect from a top-notch GIF app, GIPHY includes a great iMessage app, which grants access to basically the full interface of the main app straight from Messages; there's also a keyboard extension so you can load GIPHY from any app you're using for quick GIF access. Finally, you can also of course send GIFs directly from the main GIPHY app using the built-in share options.
GIPHY is now my go-to app for all my GIF needs. The app offers exactly the features I value, with the sole exception being the absence of folders for favorites. It also, importantly, makes searching easy by placing the search option on nearly every screen of the app. So whether I want to browse for the latest trending GIFs, pull a favorite from my collection, or just search for something new, all those options are right at my fingertips.
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Terminology
John: I’ve long been a fan of Greg Pierce’s dictionary app Terminology. Greg is best known as the creator of Drafts, but if you do any writing at all, you should have Terminology too because it combines a dictionary, thesaurus, and other tools, which makes it a perfect writing companion.
Terminology has the basics you’d expect covered. Tap the search icon to look up a word and you’ll get the the word’s type, definition, synonyms, and related words.
Other tools are laid out in a row along the top toolbar. There’s a speaker button to hear the word pronounced, a notes button for saving notes alongside the word, and a heart button for marking a word as a favorite. Whether you’re trying to build a broader vocabulary or learning English as a second language, all three of these tools are handy.
Below the word you’ve looked up there’s a home button that returns you to Terminology’s home screen which has buttons for searching for words, kicking off a search based on the text on your clipboard, browsing your favorite words, and reviewing your search history, which the app can sync across multiple iOS device over iCloud. There’s also a ‘Term of the Day’ for building your vocabulary.
Next to the home button is one for copying the word you’ve looked up to the clipboard and a customizable set of buttons for looking up the word in the system dictionary or on sites like Wikipedia, Wiktionary, Google, and Urban Dictionary. These buttons can also be rearranged and moved to the bottom of the screen. A share button is also available for sharing a definition via another app.
There’s even an option to add custom sources if you purchase the ‘Pro’ In-App Purchase for $1.99. For example, I added the MacStories.net search syntax as a source to make it easy to quickly look up how other team members have capitalized certain terms. Even if you don’t purchase the Pro upgrade though, Terminology has a long list of sources you can pick from in its Action Library, which also includes integrations with apps like Drafts and V for Wikipedia. The other Pro features include a dark mode that can be always-on or triggered at a set time of day automatically, and the choice from among three custom app icons.
I should also mention that you can add the Terminology dictionary to your Mac’s built-in Dictionary app by following the instructions on Agile Tortoise’s website.
I’ve used Terminology since it was originally released on iOS and love its easy navigation, straightforward text-only design, and handy tools. Especially when I’m writing a long story, it’s the app you’ll find in Split View or Slide Over mode on my iPad.
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Elk
Ryan: Utility apps, generally speaking, tend not to have a reputation for being design-conscious. This makes sense to some extent: if an app will only be opened occasionally, for seconds at a time, why should its developers spend much time fine-tuning how it looks and feels? Fortunately, in spite of that argument, there are still a number of standout utilities on the App Store that demonstrate a high level of care and thoughtfulness in their designs. One such app is Elk.
Elk is a currency conversion tool from Clean Shaven Apps, the team behind Dispatch. The main purpose of the app is to provide a quick, on-the-spot overview of conversions between two different currencies. Rather than typing in a number and seeing it convert to another, however, the app has a fun interaction mechanic whereby a swipe left or right will adjust the app's on-screen conversion table by a factor of 10; for example, if the table shows conversions of 10, 20, 30 (and so on) euros into dollars, a swipe right will reduce those base numbers to 1, 2, and 3, while a swipe left would increase them to 100, 200, and 300. The app's table view makes it easy to get a broad overview of different conversions, while its swipe mechanic – aided by the playful use of haptic feedback – makes it fun to adjust those conversions as necessary.
If you need a more fine-grained conversion than what Elk's main table view provides, you can tap on a listed number to have it pop open and reveal the numbers in-between your selection and the option that's just higher than it. Thus, if you need to know what 37 euros is in dollars, tapping on 30 will show you every number between 30 and 40.
The main Elk app, with its simple one-screen interface, works great as a conversion tool. However, if you want something even more accessible while making conversions on the go, Elk also includes a widget, a Watch app, and a very clever wallpaper-creation tool. The widget simply contains a miniature, more compartmentalized version of what the full app does, so if you don't need as much data on-screen, it's a convenient option to have. The Watch app utilizes the Digital Crown and swipes left and right to calculate the right conversion; it works well, but in most cases I prefer to just use my iPhone, particularly because of this next feature.
The wallpaper tool is a personal favorite addition to Elk. With it, you can take a static conversion table and embed it as a live wallpaper using any of the app's built-in public domain wallpapers, or one from your Photos library. The great thing about an Elk-made live wallpaper is that most of the time it will look just like a standard wallpaper, with no conversion table in sight. However, when you need that conversion table, you can use 3D Touch on your lock screen to have it magically appear on-screen. Since the currency table is static, you can't use the same one for long without its conversion rates growing inaccurate, but for a short trip adventuring somewhere new, it can prove extremely convenient.
Elk serves but a single purpose, yet it's been made with such elegance that I wish I needed it more often. It's no surprise that Apple recognized it with an Apple Design Award in 2017.
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Holedown
John: The final stage of Holedown is appropriately named Black Hole. I powered my way through Holedown’s other levels long ago, but I’ve been caught in the pull of the Black Hole ever since. I’ve set the game aside for stretches, but inevitably come back for more.
Like many hit iOS games, Holedown pairs simple mechanics that are easy to learn, but difficult to master, with absorbing action that scales from short sessions to large blocks of time that seemingly disappear in the blink of an eye. The goal of the game is to shoot balls at Tetris-like clusters of bricks that advance up the screen after each turn until you reach and destroy each planet’s core to move onto the next level.
Each group of bricks has a number that decreases when the brick is struck by a ball launched from the top of the screen. When a brick cluster reaches zero, it breaks apart. If the advancing bricks reach the top of the screen you lose and need to start over.
The balls you launch with each turn ricochet off walls and bricks at an ever-increasing frenetic pace reminiscent of Breakout. Some of the brick clusters need to be destroyed no matter what. Others can be eliminated by breaking up the bricks below them. After a while, you develop a keen sense of Holedown’s physics engine, which enables highly effective trick shots that depend on pixel-perfect aiming.
As you work through each level you collect crystals that can be used to enhance your abilities, which makes it easier to reach and destroy the planet’s core. The aforementioned final level, the Black Hole, is a little different because it has no core. Instead, you can play endlessly as long as you can keep the bricks from reaching the top of the screen.
Holedown isn’t a particularly hard game. The main mechanics are a lot like Angry Birds. Aim a ball at a target and watch it bounce around destroying things in its path. But like many other successful iOS games, it’s the combination of a great soundtrack, animations, and direct manipulation of game elements that makes Holedown so absorbing. Everything from the quirky mascot who sits in the corner of the screen watching your progress to the sound effects that synchronize with the action onscreen add a level of polish and playfulness that sets Holedown apart from similar games.
My only criticism of Holedown is that I wish it was longer. Once you reach the Black Hole, which always ends in failure, the game loses some of its charm and starts to feel like a grind. Instead of leveling up with new powers, your sole objective is to fight back the oncoming bricks in pursuit of a new high score, which is more one-dimensional than I’d like. Still, Holedown remains one of the most addictively fun games I’ve ever played on iOS, and I highly recommend trying it if you haven’t yet.
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Gladys for Mac
John: My main shelf app on the Mac and iOS these days is Yoink. I use it as a temporary parking spot for files, snippets of text, and images to make it easier to move those items around on my Mac, iPad, or between them. For files I regularly need though, I still use Gladys as a sort of shallow file system that’s easily accessible. Gladys is where I store documents I need to send out regularly via email, plaintext checklists that I can drag into a variety of apps, and URLs that I collect during the week and want to stash somewhere for a few days until I have time to take a closer look.
We’ve covered the iOS version of Gladys here and on MacStories, but the Mac app has come up less often. When Gladys debuted, it got a lot of well-deserved attention as one of the best iOS shelf apps that was enabled by iOS 11’s addition of drag and drop. In many ways though, the Mac version is just as important because, despite its innovations on iOS, I wouldn’t be using that version if it weren’t for the presence of a solid Mac app too.
Although it’s billed as a companion to the iOS app and only costs $0.99 for the unlimited version (free for storing 10 or fewer items), the Mac version of Gladys is full-featured. The app can save text, images, links, locations, email messages, contacts, and more. You can drag just about anything into Gladys, but I usually use its share extension, which you’ll find in the toolbar of many apps and the right-click menu.
Gladys is an excellent example of an iOS app done right on the Mac. The app takes advantage of macOS features like Quick Look, Handoff with iOS devices, and macOS Services, for example. Like the iOS version, Gladys on the Mac provides powerful control over stored items. You can rename items, add labels, tag them, and add notes, all of which make it easier to keep things organized. Labels are especially useful because there is a label sidebar that lets you filter items by their label.
Perhaps my favorite feature though is Gladys’ solid iCloud sync. I use Handoff between my Mac and iOS devices a lot, but especially when I’m running iOS betas, I’ll go for long stretches where Handoff stops working for many apps, especially Safari. When that happens, Gladys’ fast, reliable iCloud sync is a good alternative way to move things between devices.
There are a bunch of advanced features too. You can share items with colleagues who can edit them. This isn’t a feature that I use and haven’t had much luck with in limited testing, but I expect it would come in handy for a team of people working with a common set of data.
Like the iOS app, Gladys also lets users use different forms of the same data such as an image, its associated URL, or even its binary data blob. Collections of items can be imported, exported, and archived as ZIP files too.
Some of the documents I’ve dropped into Gladys have been there for months because I need them every week. Other things I’ve put in Gladys because I wasn’t sure whether they were worth keeping and haven’t had time to look at them yet. There are also things I want to share with someone, but there’s no rush, so I park them in Gladys until I have some spare time. The common thread between all of the items though is that they’re things I know I’ll need relatively soon and want to be able to get my hands on quickly, whatever computing device I’m using, without drilling down through folders, which is a situation Gladys is perfect for.
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Cinema Time
Ryan: We're currently right in the middle of two big movie seasons. The Academy Awards were just weeks ago, putting the capper on a months-long period where many awards contenders were released, and yet before we know it the summer movie season will be upon us, bringing week after week of big-budget blockbusters. There's no better time to find the right movie tracking app for you, and Cinema Time is one of the best.
The app is divided into four main tabs: Movies, Discover, Stats, and Settings. The first two will be where you spend most of your time. Movies is where you'll see all films you've saved in the app, including those you've marked as watched or those you want to watch in the future. The app supports creating and navigating between different lists, so you can organize films in whatever way best suits you. The Discover tab is the main way films end up in the Movies tab. From here you can search for specific films or simply browse the app's collections, such as Box Office, Coming Soon, Trending, Anticipated, 2019 Oscar Nominees, and more. Cinema Time effectively employs poster artwork throughout the Movies and Discover tabs, letting each film's beautifully designed artwork earn your focus. Finally, Stats will show all kinds of details about how many movies you've watched and saved, how much time you've spent watching films, and so on, and Settings includes options for Trakt sync, hiding spoilers, syncing upcoming release dates with your calendar, and more.
On each movie's detail page you'll see information like release date, runtime, MPAA rating, and an overview of its story. There are options to add to a list, mark watched, and view the trailer, plus cast & crew info, Rotten Tomatoes score, and more. Everything is well laid out and easy to understand.
Cinema Time may look familiar to some users, particularly those who have used the popular Television Time app. Unsurprisingly, the two apps hail from the same developer and carry the same basic structure. If you're already using Television Time and like it, then adding Cinema Time is a no-brainer.
Though many film tracking apps are iPhone-only, Cinema Time has a solid iPad app that supports Split View and modern iPad Pro displays. You can use drag and drop on both iPhone and iPad to select multiple films from the Movies tab and drop them on a drop bar to perform bulk actions. There's also solid 3D Touch support for getting a quick peek at a movie's details. Overall, Cinema Time is a great iOS citizen.
Whether it's for storing a backlog of films you want to catch, keeping track of everything that's coming out in the future, or simply having a logged history of the movies you watch – or all of the above – Cinema Time is up for the task.
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BetterTouchTool
John: When I first heard about BetterTouchTool years ago, I assumed it only created trackpad automations. In fact, the app can be used to customize any input device including mice, trackpads, keyboards, the Touch Bar, the Apple Remote, and more.
Not even 'input device automation' fully captures what you can do with BetterTouchTool though. The app has a built-in clipboard manager, screenshot tool and editor, window switcher, and can be used to resize windows, snap them to a grid, and move them across multiple desktops.
About a year ago, I revisited BetterTouchTool with a specific problem in mind. Logic Pro X has lots of keyboard shortcuts as well as tools that are designed for musicians, not podcasters. I found that I was occasionally getting the app in states that I couldn’t easily undo by mistyping keyboard commands. The fix was to move away from the keyboard and edit by touch gesture as much as possible.
I set up a couple of gestures that I use all the time: a three-finger tap for selecting all clips after the play head and a four-finger tap to rewind the play head about 5 seconds to re-listen to an edited section. The second gesture is the more complex of the two, requiring the triggering of about 10 commands to move the play head into position. Another good example is how Federico uses BetterTouchTool to manage windows between his Mac mini’s external display and an iPad connected to the mini using a Luna Display.
Those are very specific use cases, but the point is that BetterTouchTool is flexible enough to allow for these examples as well as almost any other automation you can imagine. One of my favorite features is that BetterTouchTool actions can be assigned globally, so they work system-wide, or to individual apps. My Logic Pro X actions are limited to that app, which means I can use the same gestures in other apps to trigger different actions.
Another feature I’ve been experimenting with is Touch Bar customization. Now that I’ve moved my desktop computing to a Mac mini, I’ve begun using my MacBook Pro as a laptop more often. With more regular access to the Touch Bar, I’ve begun exploring ways to make it more useful using BetterTouchTool-set global actions for apps and tasks I perform frequently.
There are a couple of other neat features worth mentioning. The first is BTT Remote, an iOS app that is free if you own BetterTouchTool. The app allows you to use an iOS device to initiate actions remotely. Second, BetterTouchTool includes AppleScript and URL scheme support, which allows users to build the app into significantly more complex automations.
BetterTouchTool is one of those apps that I downloaded long ago to help me with a specific task. Over time, as I’ve learned what it’s capable of doing, the app’s role in my Mac usage has grown. When I stumble onto something that I think could benefit from automation of some sort, one of the first apps that comes to mind is BetterTouchTool, and far more often than not, I’m pleasantly surprised that with a little experimentation, I can come up with a BetterTouchTool integration that solves my problem.
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Timepage
Ryan: Timepage is an iOS calendar app from Moleskine Digital Studio that stands out from a crowded app category with its beautiful design and gesture-centric navigation. In many ways, there's nothing quite like it on the App Store.
The team behind Timepage's visuals clearly knows their stuff. Unlike many apps on the App Store, including many calendar alternatives, visual design is given a high level of importance with Timepage. Every screen in the app is gorgeous and crafted with care. From the different theme options you can color the interface with, all of which look great, to the font selections and sizing, to the clever use of color shading, and classy icons, everything is simply a work of beauty.
Timepage is laid out in three simple views: month, week, and day. On the iPad's larger display, two of these three are always present on-screen, and you can navigate between each with horizontal swipes. On the iPhone just one view is visible at a time; you can swipe between month and week views, while tapping on a day will load day view. It's a system that makes a lot of sense, particularly since everything is laid out spatially in such a way that the swipes back and forth feel like the best navigation method.
In addition to Timepage's different views being navigated primarily by gesture, there's also a gesture for creating a new event: when you're viewing a specific day's detail view, pulling down from anywhere on the screen will load the event creation tool. As you'll find in other parts of the app, there are some fun animations that accompany this action, which add to Timepage's charm.
Besides its beautiful and functional design, Timepage's strengths lie in how it supplements the basic calendar experience with lots of niceties. For example, each day's view includes the weather forecast for the day, and you can even tap and hold on the weather card to get minute-by-minute detailed weather and see the upcoming forecast. There are also a variety of options for getting notifications from the app, which Timepage calls Smart Alerts. You can set up time to leave alerts, or ones letting you know about rain coming up, or my personal favorite, the Daily Briefing, which can be sent at a specific time every day with your schedule summary and an overview of the weather – the Daily Briefing can even populate your Apple Watch's Siri face.
Having a good widget is particularly important for a calendar app, and Timepage comes with four. One widget gives you an overview of the current day, another displays the whole current month, there's one for weather, and the final widget, in a fun touch, can display a countdown for any event you choose.
Timepage is one of the very best calendar apps on the App Store. I haven't even mentioned its Siri shortcuts support, alternate icons, or the fact that it supports all iPad sizes and Split View. If you've never given it a try, or if you've simply felt the itch for a new calendar app lately, Timepage deserves your attention.[image: ]
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Weather Up
Ryan: For as long as I can remember, the App Store has been filled with a wide selection of third-party weather app options. However, because it's been a while since the last big weather app craze, many of those App Store options have grown dated in a variety of ways: their design isn't up to par with current iOS norms, they lack modern features introduced to iOS in its last few major versions, and in many cases they simply haven't been updated in far too long. For these reasons and more, it's always nice to see a weather app enter the market that's built from the ground up for modern iPhones and iPads: Weather Up is one such app.
At its heart, Weather Up specializes in providing quality weather maps for all your radar needs. There are options to display a standard radar, clouds, temperature, humidity, and rain totals, as well as warning layers for storms, snow, heavy wind, floods, and more. These are all great, and if maps are your thing you'll love Weather Up, but what ultimately makes the app special for me is all the little touches and features that distinguish it from its competition.
One Weather Up feature I've never seen in another weather app is the ability to view your upcoming calendar events accompanied by the forecast for those events. Most weather apps have no idea what's on your calendar, but it's useful to have the weather and your calendar integrated in one place so you know exactly how to plan for that next appointment you have.
Weather Up utilizes an adjustable panel as a key design element in its interface, similar to what's done in Apple Maps and Shortcuts on the iPhone. This panel overlays the weather map and shows current conditions in the locations you've saved, as well as the aforementioned calendar event forecasts. I really like the panel as a tool that scales well from iPhone to iPad, and works especially well on large-screened iPhones because it's easily accessible at the bottom of the screen. Weather Up uses a custom implementation of the concept, but I hope Apple releases an API with iOS 13 that enables more third-party apps to easily add panel-based UIs.
There are a variety of tools provided in Weather Up to style the app to your preferences, such as 24 different app icon options that offer a wealth of stylistic diversity, and also six different icon sets you can choose from that change which icons are used throughout the app to depict different weather conditions – the 'Cute' icons are a personal favorite.
It's hard to find weather apps that work well on iPad, but Weather Up is one of the few that not only supports Split View and all sizes of iPad Pro, but its map interface is also just a perfect fit for the iPad's larger display. Rather than being a blown up version of the iPhone interface, the app feels especially well suited for Apple's tablet.
Weather apps can tend to be all about stylistic preferences, and while Weather Up is strong in this area by offering different choices for how the app's dressed up, it also stands out among a crowded market thanks to its strong, flexible UI and features like event forecasts. Among modern weather apps, it's one of the best.[image: ]
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Duolingo
John: Software trends often become fads that extend their use to a point where they are no longer useful. That was certainly the case with gamification. It seemed like overnight every app developer decided the way to draw in users and make their apps ‘sticky’ was to make the apps feel like games. The pendulum swung hard the other way as developers realized that like the trends and fads before it, gamification isn’t a one-size-fits-all solution.
That’s not to say that gamification hasn’t worked entirely though, because it has. One of the best examples is Duolingo. Learning a new language isn’t easy. For a lot of people it’s an aspiration that falls by the wayside as soon as day-to-day life gets in the way. Duolingo tackles learning a new language by breaking it down into bite-sized lessons, using a fun, light-hearted UI, and awarding users game-like rewards that draw them into competition with themselves and others.
For English speakers, Duolingo offers 33 languages available to learn. Lessons are free, but a $6.99 per month subscription removes ads, makes lessons available offline, adds progress quizzes, and more.
The app uses several techniques to make lessons engaging. My favorite is that Duolingo mixes up the lessons so you’re not stuck doing the same sort of task over and over. There is a combination of translating, listening, speaking, multiple choice quizzes, and reading, all of which slowly and methodically build your skills from recognizing particular nouns to building sentences and understanding grammar structure. If you already have some basic knowledge of a language though, you can test out of lessons by taking a quiz, avoiding having to slog through material you already know.
The lesson topics include a lot of variety too, tending to focus on the types of skills that come in handy when you travel to a country where the language is spoken. For example, there are basic lessons, foods, plurals, animals, colors, conjunctions, time, occupations, and many more.
Duolingo has a bunch of ways to keep users coming back regularly, which is key to building fluency. One way is through streak maintenance, a tool used by many habit forming apps like Apple’s Activity app, HabitMinder, and Streaks.
As you progress through a lesson, Duolingo also uses hearts to track your success. When you answer a question incorrectly, you lose hearts, and just like so many video games have done for decades, if you run out of hearts, you have to start the level over. In my experience, the hearts mechanic works well as a visual indicator of when you start stretching your abilities with a new language and should consider restarting a lesson or trying the practice lessons in the Health tab to reinforce material.
Duolingo has a lot of other ways to practice your skills and ‘level-up’ your abilities too. There are achievements for reaching certain milestones, leaderboards become available after you pass a few basic lessons, which allow you to compete with others, and you earn gems for reaching goals that can be spent on things like recovering hearts and freezing a streak when you miss a day. There’s also a web app, which can be used on your Mac, but Duolingo is one of those apps that I think would benefit from a Marzipan implementation because some of the interactions found on iOS are limited by the constraints of using a desktop browser.
What’s impressed me the most about Duolingo is how much content is available. If you start learning a new language, you won’t run out of things to do anytime soon. The Plus subscription adds some nice features, but in my experience, the ads in the free version are not intrusive and there are more than enough lessons to help you get started with learning a new language.
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Prism
Federico: I was recently looking for a FLAC music player for iPhone that supported AirPlay 2, and after coming up short in my searches on the App Store, a few folks on Twitter recommended Prism, a music player that integrates with Plex and that was optimized for FLAC playback, AirPlay 2, and even CarPlay. When I put out that call on Twitter, I had no idea I would stumble upon one the best music apps I've found in a while.
I've been using Prism on both my iPhone and iPad for the past couple of weeks (alas, I don't have a car with CarPlay) by connecting the app to my Plex music library, which contains roughly 45 GBs of FLAC music. Normally, I listen to these albums on a separate, high-res music player from Sony (that's a story for another time), but I realized that I wanted a way to ensure I could stream that music around the house via my HomePods for those times when I don't want to isolate myself with my headphones. Even if the AirPlay protocol transcodes some of my FLAC files to a lower bit depth (also a story for another time), I appreciate the convenience of playing my music library on the Apple speakers I use every day – but I needed to make sure the app I'd use for the job was going to support the faster connection times and more reliable buffering enabled by AirPlay 2. And I also wanted to find something that was easier to use than the Plex app itself (which has a...busy interface, to put it mildly) and that had an AirPlay 2 controller built into its Now Playing screen (Plex doesn't). Prism fits all of these requirements.
Prism can be used as an interface for iCloud Music Library (only for files that you own or have previously uploaded; it doesn't work with Apple Music), but it shines once connected to a Plex media server, either locally or remotely. The main Library view of Prism can be sorted in a variety of ways, and you can add filters to, say, only show selected artists or specific music types. Albums and songs can be cached offline, and when you play a song, there's an "i" button next to playback controls that you can tap to visualize details about the file being played such as codec, channels, and bitrate. Apple has offered native FLAC playback on iOS for the past couple of years, so if you play FLAC files from Plex in Prism for iOS, they'll play natively without transcoding.
What I appreciate the most about Prism is the simplicity of the interface and its support for modern iOS technologies. In addition to the aforementioned AirPlay 2, FLAC, and CarPlay support, Prism offers customizable app icons, 3D Touch shortcuts (or long-presses on iPad) to open contextual menus, and haptic feedback on modern iPhones. The app is fully optimized for the latest iPad Pros and can be used in Split View and Slide Over as well.
If you, like me, use a streaming service for casual listening but also carefully curate a personal music library with your favorite albums, Prism is an excellent choice to enjoy them on iOS as long as you're mirroring your collection to Plex (and you should; Plex is a fantastic service). Prism is actively developed and free to download, and it comes with a $4.99 In-App Purchase to unlock all features.[image: ]
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Sofa
Ryan: Most of us feel like we have too little downtime, and too many things we'd like to do with that downtime. There are movies or TV shows we want to watch, video games we want to play, books we want to read, and no matter how much time we spend on these recreational activities, there is always more creative content being put into the world that we're short on time to consume. What do you do with that dilemma? If you're like me, you keep lists: lists of all the shows, movies, books, etc. that you want to get to at some point, but don't have time for right now. These lists can be as simple as text inside Apple Notes, or they can be stored in a dedicated app like Sofa.
Sofa is a utility that makes lists of media more elegant, organized, and informative. The app supports six content types:
	•	Books
	•	Movies
	•	TV Shows
	•	Music Albums
	•	Podcasts
	•	Video Games
Each of these forms of media can be searched within the app and added to the various lists you create. The level of detail for individual media items, such as a video game or movie, is relatively limited but still informative: you always get artwork, which is an immediate advantage over recording items as mere text in an app like Notes, and then there's also an assortment of data which varies based on content type. Movies offer a plot excerpt, release date, and runtime, podcasts include a summary and buttons to start listening in a podcast player, music albums list artist, genre, release date, and a button to listen in Apple Music, and so on.
Lists in Sofa can contain any mixture of media types that you'd like, though my lists tend to be limited to single media types. I could see mixed-media lists being fun for something like planning a staycation, or even crafting a holiday shopping list. Once you've created lists, they can be sorted into sections – one of the sections I've created is titled Streaming, and it contains lists corresponding to various video streaming services, where I keep track of things I want to watch on those services. For the sake of my bank account I like to stay subscribed to as few services at once as possible, and Sofa helps me keep track of what's added to each service over time so that I'll know when there's enough new content that it's worth re-subscribing.
Sofa not only works well for saving media, it also serves as a way to keep track of past media consumption. Whenever you check an item off one of your lists, it gets added to the app's Activity log, where it's displayed alongside all prior completed items, each of which are marked with a completion date. Maybe it's just me, but I enjoy occasionally browsing through my media history.
As a dedicated media tracker, Sofa is intentionally simple. There's support for Siri shortcuts, which is a nice feature to have, but otherwise what you see is what you get. I wish there was an iPad version, and alternate color themes, but I'm hopeful those will come in time. In the end, Sofa exists as a place to store lists of media, and it serves that purpose well. If you're interested in a new way to save media for later, Sofa's a great option.[image: ]
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Keep It
John: Keep It is where I store research and reference materials. When it comes to research, the app’s strength is that you can throw just about anything at it: PDFs, URLs, web archives, images, and other kinds of files. Keep It can also create plain text, rich text, and Markdown documents, which makes it an excellent place to stash checklists, notes, and any other information you need to refer to frequently.
With an app like Keep It, the first features I look at involve finding out how easy it is to get information into the app and how easy it is to access and find things once they are mixed in with hundreds of other items. Keep It excels at both.
Most often, I send links, images, and documents to Keep It using the iOS and Mac share sheets. The details you can save using the share extensions differ depending on the content you're sending to Keep It, but it includes things like a title, tags, where to save the item, and for URLs, whether you save an offline version or just a link.
In my experience, the ability to save web materials offline and add tags to items have been the most valuable share sheet options. Keeping web materials offline gives me the peace of mind that they will be preserved regardless of what happens to the website, and tags give me a quick way to find items again without having to think about a folder hierarchy when I'm sending something to Keep It.
Everything in Keep It syncs between the iOS and Mac versions using iCloud, which means I can access what I’ve saved no matter where I am. There are several ways to organize items too. In addition to tagging, you can file items in folders or create bundles, which are like folders, except that an item can reside in multiple bundles, making them a good option for overlapping sets of information. Colored labels can also be applied to anything in Keep It.
The reason I use tags more often then Keep It's other organizational tools is that the app has a handy tag cloud for quickly filtering items by tag. Usually, that’s all I need to find materials related to a particular project. If I need to search multiple parameters though, I can also create complex searches and save them for reuse. Building a saved search is as simple as creating an iTunes Smart Playlist or Mail Smart Mailbox.
On the Mac, another nice touch is that Keep It stores your collection as files in folders. That means you can save new files to folders in the Finder or with a utility like Hazel and the data will be added automatically to Keep It the next time you open the app. Keep It also supports AppleScript on the Mac and can be automated using its URL scheme in Shortcuts.
The large number of ways to get items into your collection and find them again creates a flexibility that allows Keep It to be used in a lot of different ways. For my purposes, it primarily serves as a big inbox that I can toss things into without much thought, but still find again with little trouble no matter if I’m on my Mac, iPad, or iPhone. That makes Keep It a fantastic companion whether I'm doing research for a project or just come across something cool I want to save for some other reason.
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MusicHarbor
Ryan: I consider MusicHarbor the perfect companion to Apple Music. It’s an app that specializes in music-related areas which Apple Music either doesn’t address at all, like artist news and concert updates, or where Apple Music tries but comes up short, such as in surfacing new release information.
Upon opening MusicHarbor for the first time, you’re invited to have the app import artists from your Apple Music library so you can follow them. You can also add artists manually to the list of those you’re following. The app’s primary tab is Following, where you’ll see all these artists and have the chance to view their music. If your list of followed artists grows unwieldy, the app this week added a new favorites feature so it’s easier to keep closer track of the artists you care most about.
I basically never visit the Following tab of the app unless I need to add a new artist, but the app’s three other tabs – News, Feed, and Concerts – are where MusicHarbor’s true value lies.
News shows you, unsurprisingly, an assortment of news articles related to artists you’re following. You can filter down to show just news from a particular artist you’re following, or my new go-to filter is using favorites to see all news relating to only that subset of beloved artists I follow. Articles open inside the app using Safari View Controller. The ability to view news pertaining only to certain artists makes this a much better music news solution than merely browsing music-centered websites or following a generic Music topic inside Apple News.
Feed is next, a tab that contains a stream of all the singles, EPs, albums, and remixes recently released by artists you follow. You can also see a list of upcoming releases from here. Keeping you informed of new music from artists you love is an area where, for me at least, Apple Music tries but consistently fails. For a long time I don’t think Apple Music did anything to keep you updated on relevant new releases, but lately that’s changed for the better in multiple ways; however, I’ve found its execution inconsistent. Occasionally I’ll get a notification about a new release from a favorite artist, but at least half the time I won’t. The New Releases section at the bottom of Apple Music’s For You page has been a decent resource for keeping up with new music, but it too is unreliable.
When I first tried MusicHarbor and scrolled the Feed page, I found four new albums released in the last year that I had no idea about and that were from artists I truly love. These were artists that I have nearly all their other music in my library already, yet Apple Music never let me know about these albums. I discovered another four albums that were from artists I like, and have in my library, but that I can’t blame Apple Music quite as much for not sharing with me. And then there were a variety of singles I didn’t know existed that I immediately added to my library. After that initial experience, MusicHarbor instantly became my go-to app for keeping up with new releases. Thanks to the app’s tight integration with Apple Music, it’s really easy to go from viewing a release in MusicHarbor to adding it to your Apple Music library.
Finally, there’s Concerts. You can either view all shows in a particular city, all shows by a particular artist regardless of city, or shows by a single artist in a single city. These options are fine, but what’s really missing that I’d love is the ability to view all shows from artists I’m following, or my list of favorites, that are in my local city. Nevertheless, it’s still a useful feature. Once you’ve found a concert you want to attend, MusicHarbor shows you the venue on a map, includes the full artist lineup for the show, and offers a button to buy tickets on Songkick.
MusicHarbor fills the music-related gaps that Apple Music leaves, and as such it's become indispensable for me. The app has both iPhone and iPad versions, though unfortunately there’s no iCloud sync so you’ll have to manually add artists on both platforms. That inconvenience aside, the iPad app makes good use of the tablet’s larger screen real estate, and includes Split View support, so I’m glad it exists despite the lack of sync.
If you’re an Apple Music user, or even if you’re not, MusicHarbor is a great tool for keeping up with news, music releases, and concert dates for your favorite artists.[image: ]
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Aquarelo
John: I'm not a designer by any stretch of the imagination, but that doesn't mean that I don't have to work with colors now and then. A good example is the sections of this newsletter. If we have an idea for a new section, I'll typically work on a template for it, which includes a title, tag line, other elements, and color for the title and divider.
Things like titles and tag lines come easily. After all, I write all day. Coming up with inspiration for a color is harder though. I could stare at the standard macOS color picker or something similar all day and still not come up with a good color, so instead, I turn to the Mac app Aquarelo. It's an incredibly intuitive way to explore colors that has the added benefit of being able to output a wide range of data.[image: ]The app's UI resembles a color swatch like you'd find in a paint store. At its simplest, you can type the names of two colors at either end of the swatch and hit Return. The range can be as generic as 'blue' and 'green' or as specific as 'hot pink' and 'lavender.' Aquarelo will generate swatches at either end of your chosen spectrum plus as many shades in between as you'd like.
If your endpoint colors aren't quite right, you can click on the small circles next to the colors' names, which transforms your pointer into a color picker that you can use to sample any color on your Mac's screen, including the intermediary colors in your swatch. Whichever color you sample becomes a new endpoint in your swatch.
You can also import a photo into Aquarelo. After the app analyzes the colors in the image, it presents them to you and asks that you pick one or two. Pick a couple and click continue, and Aquarelo presents a full palette of colors in between. It's a wonderful way to get started when you see a color you like and want to find other colors adjacent to it.
[image: ]Moving between the different ways to pick a range of colors in Aquarelo is just half of the equation though. Once you find a color you like, you can grab the HEX, RGB, and other common values for the color along with a long list of programming color formats that will work for web, iOS, Android, Mac, and other platforms. There's also Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator integration.
Whether you're a pro who works with colors all day long or someone who just takes their best shot at finding useable colors for their next project, I recommend checking out Aquarelo.
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HomeRun
Ryan: I’ve been playing around with HomeKit a lot lately, largely due to the challenge Federico gave me for our second episode of Adapt. Since that experiment focused on using HomeKit on the iPad, I wasn’t able to mention one of my favorite third-party HomeKit apps: the Apple Watch-centric HomeRun.
HomeRun enables configuring a grid of custom icons in a space-conscious layout that provides quick, convenient access to all your HomeKit scenes from the Apple Watch. Each scene you have can be represented by its own custom button inside HomeRun, including a color and icon glyph you choose, and even a specific size that works best for your needs. For scenes you activate most often, you can allow them to stretch the full width of a row inside HomeRun’s grid, while other scenes can be arranged in sets of two or three per row, ensuring that everything remains easily accessible from the small display of the Apple Watch, while also being flexible for your own setup.
The ability to quickly, easily trigger HomeKit scenes via a single-screen interface on the Apple Watch is alone worth the price of admission. Apple’s own Home app can only ever fit a max of two scenes on-screen at once, regularly requiring scrolling to get to what you need. With HomeRun everything’s accessible in one view, arranged in a layout and with a visual design that you’ve built yourself. It’s a much better option.
The basic functionality of the app is solid, but where HomeRun holds additional power is in its daily routine features, which enable configuring custom complications and Siri face cards that display at different times of the day. I detailed everything that’s great about daily routines when they first launched, but to summarize here: via daily routines, you can set up the HomeRun complication on your watch face to change throughout the day at the exact times you set, and you can configure different contexts (including time of day and location) in which HomeRun cards will appear on the Siri watch face.
I use the Siri face full-time, so I love the Siri elements of daily routines, but the complications feature is really nice too. It enables seeing a different scene featured on HomeRun’s complication at the specific times of day you set, such that tapping that complication will activate the featured scene. Essentially, you can program a single complication to offer one-tap activation of different scenes at different times of day. And if you want even more power and flexibility than that, certain watch faces (like the Infograph face) enable configuring two different HomeRun complications that each run on their own custom schedules.
The app ecosystem on the Apple Watch is hardly where I hoped it would be after four years, but HomeRun is one of the few standout apps that demonstrates how formidable a tool the Watch can be when equipped with the right apps.[image: ]
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Paste
Ryan: I didn’t check, but this might be the first time I’ve chosen a Mac app as the Favorite for MacStories Weekly. Not because the Mac doesn’t have great apps – it has a ton – but because the iPad Pro is my full-time computer of choice. I do, however, continue to need a Mac for a few specific tasks, and Paste is one of the only Mac apps I rely on that I don’t also use on iOS. There is a Paste app for iPhone and iPad, but due to iOS technical limitations it’s nowhere near the powerhouse that its Mac counterpart is.
Paste is a clipboard manager that does an excellent job invisibly saving snippets of text, images, or whatever other content you add to the clipboard. Thanks to background privileges the Mac enables that iOS doesn’t, Paste for Mac can automatically save every item you copy, keeping those clips preserved without needing any user interaction whatsoever, and making them available systemwide by summoning Paste with a keyboard shortcut.
I’ve used Paste as my clipboard manager of choice for as long as I can remember, despite the presence of several great competitors on macOS. One reason for that is simply that the app has never let me down by failing to accomplish its basic utility, but beyond that I enjoy Paste because of the way it organizes the information it saves and offers exactly the features I value, but no more.
Regarding presentation, Paste labels each of your saved items with a colorful banner at the top of the box representing that item, and that label includes a description of the file type, a color assigned to that file type, and my favorite touch, a partial icon from the system app that’s most commonly associated with that file type. So for example, a saved image displays a purple banner with the Photos icon, a link includes a blue banner with the Safari icon, and so on. Clipboards can contain such a wide variety of content types that having informative, beautifully designed visual cues to distinguish one file type from another is extremely important. Paste does a great job at this.
Inside Paste’s primary view, which slides up from the bottom of the screen, you’ll find options to search your clippings, open the app’s preferences, and view and create tags to organize clipboard items that you come back to regularly. In preferences you can decide how long items stay saved in your clipboard, whether a day, week, month, or forever; you can also configure keyboard shortcuts for summoning the app and certain app functions; finally, you can choose which apps to exclude from having their contents saved in Paste.
If I had to define the core strength of Paste in one word, it would be ‘simplicity.’ The app saves items through no effort of your own, it makes those items easy to quickly identify through elegant visual design, and it provides just the right amount of tools – but not too many – for finding and organizing your saved items. All of these reasons and more make it one of my most valued Mac apps.[image: ]
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Actions by Moleskine
Ryan: Moleskine, makers of the Timepage calendar app and this year's Apple Design Award winner Flow, have a special talent for designing beautiful, immersive experiences on touch devices. Actions, the company’s task management tool, is a particularly good example of this when compared to its competition. It may not contend with the most complex, feature-heavy options out there, but as a light to mid-weight task manager and planner, it’s one of the best examples of what a touch-native app can be.
Many popular task managers on iOS had their origins on a non-touch environment, such as the Mac or the desktop-centric web. Actions benefits from being birthed in a touch-first environment, and it shows all throughout the interface. Tasks inside Actions are represented by large, colorful cards that indicate by their design that they’re sitting above the rest of the interface and can thus be easily picked up and moved around; when you do pick tasks up, you can drag them between different lists or different days of the week. It’s the type of function that isn’t altogether missing from other apps, but most of the time if such reordering and rescheduling do exist, they’re cumbersome in other apps and nowhere near as intuitive as in Actions. Add to that, Actions makes the whole process feel natural thanks to animations that accompany the drag and drop gestures.
One of the most important aspects of any task manager is how easy it is to create new task entries. In Actions, while there is a standard + button handy, you can also initiate task creation simply by pulling down from the top of the screen – a gesture that will be familiar to anyone who’s used Timepage. From there, tasks can be entered using natural language, which is parsed by the app to identify due dates. So typing in “Write Club newsletter sections on Thursday” would create a new task, due Thursday, that reads “Write Club newsletter sections.”
The main interface of Actions is primarily divided into two sections: Schedule and Lists. In conjunction with Timepage, the Schedule section can display not only your scheduled tasks in chronological order, but your calendar events as well. Tasks in Scheduled can be easily distinguished between one another based on their color: when you create lists, you choose a dedicated color for each one, and all tasks belonging to that list display in that color in Scheduled. Other apps often use a similar color system, but in more subtle ways, whereas Actions makes very clear which tasks belong to which list. The Lists interface simply displays all your current lists, with their appropriate colors and assigned tasks.
Actions supports creating Siri shortcuts for things like viewing today or tomorrow’s due tasks, creating a new task – including the ability to do that using the clipboard’s contents – and you can also view specific lists via shortcut. Style-wise, Actions packs all the design beauty of Moleskine’s other apps, and a variety of customization options too. There are both light and dark modes, which will likely integrate with iOS 13’s systemwide dark mode controls this fall, plus you can customize the app icon to your color choice.
If you need a powerful, full-featured task manager, Actions likely won't be for you. But if your needs aren’t as heavy, the app has a lot to offer in terms of elegance, ease of use, and feeling entirely native to a touch-first environment. I can’t think of another task manager quite like it.[image: ]
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SoundSource
John: Rogue Amoeba makes fantastic tools and utilities for managing sound on your Mac. One of those is SoundSource, a utility for routing and adjusting your Mac's audio that was recently updated with new features that are worth a look if you haven't tried the app in a while.
My Mac mini has an internal speaker and is connected to a pair of desktop speakers via its audio out port. I also have a Tascam 2x2 USB audio interface for my microphone that can route sound into and out of my Mac. Although I don't use it much, my LG display can also route sound from my Mac over its HDMI cable. My mini is also paired with my AirPods and Beats X wireless headphones.
That setup sounds more complex than it is. Most of the time I simply route music and other audio through the desktop speakers and switch to the Tascam when I'm recording a podcast. However, with all the possible outputs, it's easy to wind up with the wrong output selected. I couldn't begin trying to count the number of times I've started a Skype call and discovered that the other side of the call was booming through my speakers instead of being routed through the Tascam to my headphones because I was listening to music on the speakers before starting the call.
That sort of issue is easily fixed by SoundSource. The app allows you to set audio outputs and adjust volume on a per-app basis. Ever since I added Skype to the apps controlled by SoundSource and tied its output to my audio interface, calls get routed to my headphones regardless of what output device I was using before starting the call. It's a small tweak to my setup that has eliminated a weekly frustration.
Another nice touch is the ability to add per-app sound effects to audio. With Skype, for instance, I've added a 'Spoken Word' effect that adjusts the built-in equalizer to boost voices on calls. SoundSource also supports Audio Units built into macOS and provided by third-party apps like iZotope RX that can be applied to individual sources and a 'Boost' button that makes it easier to hear quiet audio.
Another annoyance that SoundSource solves is loud system notifications. Sometimes I want audio notifications turned on for things like Slack or iMessage, but I don't want them to play as loudly as the music to which I'm listening. With SoundSource, I can limit the volume of system sounds because they have their own volume slider or route system sounds somewhere else, like the mini's quieter internal speaker.
SoundSource sits tucked away in your menu bar until you need it, revealing a dropdown window with system and app controls with a single click. Alternatively, you can record a global keyboard shortcut to summon the app. SoundSource's window, which supports Mojave's dark mode, can also be pinned to float on top of your other Mac's windows, which I found especially handy during the initial setup of my most frequently-used sources. One limitation worth noting is that SoundSource cannot control any AirPlay devices connected to your Mac like HomePods.
I'm a big fan of all of Rogue Amoeba's apps. However, many of its apps are designed for very specific audio use cases that not every user needs. What's great about SoundSource is that it draws on Rogue Amoeba's experience making those other apps to create something that is handy for anyone who has ever been frustrated by the way the Mac handles audio and is tired of digging around in the Sounds panel of System Preferences. With version 4 of SoundSource, tweaking audio routing to fit your individual needs has never been easier.[image: ]
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AutoSleep
Ryan: In most cases, an app I choose as a MacStories Favorite is the kind of tool I turn to often, and may even put on my device’s primary Home screen. That’s not always true, however. Some types of apps prove their usefulness not by how often you open them, but by how seamlessly they work even if you never open them. AutoSleep is one such app.
Right in its name, AutoSleep tells you what it’s all about: automatically tracking your sleep effectively and invisibly. If you’ve ever tried a sleep tracking app that requires manual input to indicate when you’re going to sleep and when you wake up, you’ve likely discovered how unreliable you can be at performing these menial tasks. It’s the truth though: throwing a significant change into an established bedtime or waking routine is extremely hard. I’m guessing some people are better at it than me, but regardless, there’s no denying that AutoSleep’s solution is better: effortless, automatic sleep tracking in the background.
There is one key requirement for AutoSleep: an Apple Watch. If you don't own a Watch, this app won’t be for you; however, if you are a Watch user, AutoSleep can perform sleep tracking in a couple of different ways. The most accurate method involves wearing your Watch to bed. In this case, you don’t have to do anything other than go to sleep and wake up as normal. If you prefer not to wear your Watch to bed, that’s okay too, as AutoSleep will still detect your time slept based on when you grab your iPhone in the morning or put your Watch on. It’s this versatility of options, geared to your existing habits, that makes AutoSleep so compelling.
AutoSleep integrates with Apple’s Health app, so all your sleep information is stored and accessible there. The main AutoSleep interface on iOS is more appealing though because of the variety of data it offers. The Today screen is the primary dashboard view in AutoSleep, offering metrics through attractive visuals to indicate what your latest sleep session was like, your sleep rating, a sleep bank report, and more. Today does a great job giving you a lot of information while keeping it easy to understand and digest.
Two of my favorite features of AutoSleep are the ways it integrates with Siri shortcuts and the Siri watch face. Each separate data point tracked by AutoSleep can be configured as a Siri shortcut, which is especially useful when integrated with a ‘Morning Routine’ shortcut in the Shortcuts app. Along with doing things like starting your coffee brewing, turning on the lights, and reading a weather forecast, a single shortcut can also be programmed to share details about your previous night’s sleep.
While I like the general idea of asking Siri for a batch of relevant data each morning with a single command, my normal preference is to receive all that information passively rather than actively requesting it. Maybe it’s just that I’m not in the mood for speaking first thing in the morning, but I’ve really grown to love the Siri watch face as the source for getting my sleep info from AutoSleep. At relevant times throughout the day, AutoSleep will add cards to the Siri face to inform you, for example, of how the previous night’s sleep was, or to offer a button that activates Lights Off.
If you want to stay better informed of your sleep patterns, AutoSleep is the best app I’ve found to help with that. It requires no habit changes, and if you prefer to never interact with it, you can absolutely do that and all the while have a bank of sleep data stored up in Apple’s Health app for you; if you’re on the other end of the spectrum, however, and want to keep close track of every aspect of your sleep habits, the app offers a variety of great tools to do that too.[image: ]
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Due
John: Not everything goes in my task manager. I don’t have a recurring task for taking out the garbage every Monday morning, and if something comes up when I’m in the middle of a project like a one-off phone call I need to return, I don’t set up a task for that either. Instead of cluttering up a task manager with day-to-day recurring reminders, I throw them in Due. The app is even better for short-term items though. Instead of letting myself get interrupted by something that comes up during the day, I can set a quick due reminder for later and get back to what I was doing without missing a beat.
Using a combination of natural language input and a clever grid-based day and time picker, getting reminders into the app is a snap. The natural language and grid options are two ways to do the same thing. Natural language is a good option if you’re in a situation where it’s easy to type, but I find that more often than not, poking at the app’s grid to set the time I want an alert to go off is easiest.
The grid uses times, minutes, and hours that can be tapped repeatedly to dial in a due time for a reminder, but if you want to access a more precise date picker, that’s available too. The grid is also customizable so you can set it up with frequently-used times of day and time intervals, reducing the number of taps required for the times you use most.
Another convenience of Due is its reliance on sloppy swiping. You can swipe down to open the view for adding a reminder and when you’re finished, a swipe to the right saves it. Swiping right to left can also be used for marking tasks as complete or deleting them entirely.
Due integrates with Apple’s Reminders app, giving you access to tasks set up in that app and any other app that works with the Reminders database. That allows you to import tasks from those apps to Due and set up the same kind of alerts and snoozing options that are available for items created in Due itself. The most recent update to Due also allows reminders to be created with Siri too, an option that I haven’t used much yet, primarily because task creation from the app itself is so easy already.
When an alert goes off, it can be auto-snoozed. For tasks that you can’t afford to forget, Due can alert you as frequently as every minute or as long as every hour. Every minute is not an interval I use often, but if something needs to be done and not forgotten, the constant alerts serve as a fail-safe to make sure I don’t forget to do something.
Snooze durations that appear in notifications can be customized in Settings too. I have mine set to 1 hour, 3 hours, and one day, which allows me to push a reminder short-term, into the afternoon or evening, or the following day. The same custom snooze options show up on the Apple Watch along with built-in durations and the option to mark items as done.
On the surface, Due looks very simple, which is a testament to its design. In addition to what I’ve covered here, the app can also be used to create timers. That’s not a feature I use, but it goes well beyond the built-in Clock app, allowing you to do things like run concurrent timers. There are also other gestures and little details that make Due fit well with a wide variety of work styles, many of which are explored in further detail in Federico’s review of Due 2.0 and my review of version 3.0.
Apart from the auto-snoozing feature in Due, there’s not a lot in the app that I couldn’t accomplish with a more full-featured task manager. However, it’s the quick interactions with the app and incessant reminders when that’s what I need that has kept it on my iOS devices for years. Development has been slow and steady over the years, ensuring that Due keeps up with current hardware and versions of iOS, while being judicious about adding new features, which has retained the app’s tight focus and made it a long-time MacStories favorite.[image: ]
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Pixelmator Photo
John: If you haven't given Pixelmator Photo a try yet, it's worth checking out for its combination of powerful editing tools and iPad-friendly UI. The app does a fantastic job bringing the core of the Pixelmator Pro Mac app to the iPad and adapting it to a touch interface.
Since I reviewed the app in April on MacStories, the app has been on my iPad Pro Home screen where I use it for quick edits to photos before I share them with friends and family or on social media. It's the perfect scenario for the app because the combination of a big iPad screen and touch-focused tools makes it easy to edit an image, add one of Pixelmator's excellent filters, and send it off.
Like the Mac version of the app, your image dominates the UI with an editing panel that slides in from the right-hand side. Along the top of the image is a toolbar to apply machine learning-based automatic image corrections and for entering cropping and image repair modes. Filters occupy a horizontal strip along the bottom of the screen when you're in editing mode.
Repairing photos is one of the highlights of Pixelmator Photo. I recently went for a long walk in the countryside of Northern Michigan. When I got to the top of a hill, I looked back and took a photo of the hill I'd climbed with Lake Michigan in the distance. The trouble was, the photo was marred by electrical lines and poles lining the road. With Pixelmator Photo's repair tool and a little pinching and panning to zoom in and out of the image and move around, I quickly painted away the poles and lines with my fingers. Next, I tapped the autocorrect wand in the toolbar and with less than a minute's work, I had a much-improved image.
Of course, you can also tweak individual image parameters too. The same long list of adjustments to things like white balance, exposure, and color that are available in Pixelmator Pro are in Pixelmator Photo too. When I'm working on an image I usually try the autocorrect tool first, and if it's not quite to my liking, I'll open the editing panel and make further adjustments there. Of course, all of the changes are non-destructive, so it's easy to undo any changes you make or revert to the original image entirely.
Finally, Pixelmator Photo comes with a high-quality set of filters that appear along the bottom of the screen in editing mode. There are a lot of excellent choices, but not so many that I find myself having a hard time deciding which to use. There are also handy descriptions of each set of filters available by tapping on a set's name. If you manually create a grouping of image adjustments you want to apply to other photos, you can save it as a custom filter too by tapping the plus button at the right-hand end of the filter list.
The one aspect of Pixelmator Photo that can be confusing is that there are two different UIs for importing photos into the app. That's because iCloud Photo Library isn't a file provider in Files. To make images in Photos available alongside ones stored in iCloud Drive and other file providers, the app provides a file picker interface for file providers and an import button for iCloud Photo Library images. It isn't an ideal setup, but one that's necessitated by iOS limitations that aren't changing with iOS 13.[image: ]
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Serial Reader
Ryan: Have you ever wished there was more book reading in your life? Most of us read huge amounts of content every day – like reading about apps in a weekly newsletter – but that content tends to be messages, tweets, headlines, emails, articles, and so on. In a world with massive amounts of text being produced every day, the text form that tends toward greater artistry and excellence – books – is increasingly crowded out by other writings.
One of the things that regularly prevents me from reading books is the feeling that I can't make much of a dent in my reading list unless I'm able to sit down and devote lengthy periods of time to a book. Even shooting for a mere chapter per reading session feels unrealistic at times, particularly when each book's chapter length can vary so widely; or, in the cases of long books, a chapter alone won't mean much progress towards completion. Into that dilemma comes Serial Reader, an app that breaks classic books into bite-sized digests that are delivered daily via a push notification. Over 600 public domain titles are available free inside the app, ranging from Dickens to Austen, Tolstoy and Lovecraft. In some cases, such as with Dickens' works, these are books that were initially conceived for the serial format, where bits were published as they were written so readers could follow along over a timeframe that was spaced out. Now a similar delivery method is available in Serial Reader, but geared for the digital age.
Inside the app, you can subscribe to one or more books which will be broken up into daily reading allotments, delivered on the schedule you choose. The daily 'issues' vary in length depending on the book and chapter, but for some context, Les Misérables is split into 233 issues, while Great Expectations has a total of 74, and issues average about a 10-minute reading time each. When it comes time to read, there are in-app settings to customize the look of each book, including font, line height, margin, and more. And if you ever get behind and need some catch-up time, it's easy to pause a subscription.
Serial Reader supports Split View and Slide Over on the iPad, offers dark and light modes, includes a variety of alternate icon options, can sync up reading progress with your Goodreads account, and includes the kind of book-focused features you would expect such as highlighting, notes, and more.
Setting mini-goals for book reading is one of the most successful methods I've found for keeping a consistent habit. That's why I've been using Apple Books' new goals feature, and it's why I think the base concept behind Serial Reader is so great. Certainly it can't do the work for you, because at the end of the day if you truly want to read more books you'll have to prioritize that desire over all the other things demanding your time. But the app is a useful tool that makes it easy in our modern world to make classic books part of your reading diet.[image: ]
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When Did I...?
Ryan: How do you remember the last time you washed your sheets? Or changed your contact lenses? Or got a haircut? Called your mom? Went to the doctor? Replaced the fire alarm batteries? Worked out at the gym? The answers to these questions, and many more, often don't stick in our minds on their own. Unless you have an established habit or pattern, such as starting a fresh pair of contacts on the first day of each month, you likely have no idea when these and other events took place. That's where When Did I...?, from designer Heidi Helen Pilypas and developer Kyle Cronin, comes in.
There are a lot of common tasks in life that don't necessarily fit a neat, tidy schedule, yet it's helpful to remember when you last did them. Some of the existing apps and systems you rely on likely aren't the best fit for this type of data – you could use a calendar, but that would be clunky and seems like overkill, and while a task manager would work for any task that needs to be done on a set, fixed schedule, most of the tasks I'm talking about don't fit that mold.
When Did I...? offers a simple list of the different random tasks that don't fit on your calendar, or in your task manager, but that you'd like to stay on top of. In the app you configure which actions you'd like to track, setting a name and emoji to accompany each action, then you're done. All of those actions are displayed in a single list interface, which you can reorder to your liking, and they show you exactly when you last did each one. To tell the app you did one of those things, all you have to do is tap the action, and its clock resets. This ease of interaction makes When Did I...? a much more elegant, fitting place for certain tasks than alternative systems like task managers or simple plain text lists.
Though When Did I...? is intentionally fairly feature-light, it does include a few details worth mentioning. In addition to the main Actions view in the app, you can also visit a History page to see the full history of all previous actions taken. So even though the app specializes primarily in showing you the last time you did something, it keeps a record of all previous times as well. If you'd like, you can turn on location permissions and When Did I...? will tie each taken action to the location you were in at the time, in case that's useful information for you.
Besides the history, another main feature worth mentioning is Siri shortcuts support. You can configure two different types of shortcuts for each action inside the app: a shortcut that tells the app you completed an action, or one that tells you when you last completed it. This means that rather than opening the full app, you can tell Siri "I changed my sheets" and the app will log that for you. Or you can ask, "When did I last call dad?" and Siri via the configured shortcut can share the answer. While I've grown accustomed to opening the full app for these things, because it's so simple and pleasant to use, I love how natural it feels to use my voice via Siri and am trying to train myself to use it more.
When Did I...? is available on both iPhone and iPad, with Split View and Slide Over support on the latter. It comes with both light and dark modes, each of which can be customized in six color themes. Finally, if you ever need to export your data from the app, there's a simple export option in Settings.
When Did I...? is still young into its life, so other features that could prove valuable additions, such as an Apple Watch app, are not currently available. As it stands though, the app has met an important need in my life that I didn't even realize I had, and for that reason it's one of my favorite new apps of the year.[image: ]
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Retrobatch
John: Retrobatch is a node-based image editor for the Mac that allows you to set up multi-step workflows to automate the processing of image files. Developed by Flying Meat, the maker of image editor Acorn, Retrobatch comes in basic and pro versions, the main difference being the modules available in each. Most nodes are available as part of the regular version, but the pro version adds power user features like AppleScript, shell script support, PDF and PSD creation, color profile modification, and more.
To get started, drag a folder of files onto Retrobatch's canvas. Next, find the modules that adjust the aspects of the images you want to change. Finally, pick a destination folder for the modified images. Alternatively, you can overwrite the originals. When you've set up the workflow to your liking, clicking the play button kicks the process off.
There are a couple of ways to find editing modules. One is to browse the list in the left-hand sidebar. The other is to search using the search field at the top of the sidebar. When I first started using Retrobatch, I ignored the search field because browsing the full list of modules is a great way to learn what is possible with Retrobatch.
When you select a node on the canvas, the right-hand pane in Retrobatch lists all of its parameters that can be adjusted. There's also a preview pane beneath the node parameters, so you can preview how changes will look before clicking the play button, which eliminates a lot of trial and error testing.
The list of edits the app can perform is extensive. You can apply filters and adjust white balance, exposure, and just about any other aspect of a photo that you'd find in a pro-level photo editing app. You can also edit metadata, convert file formats, crop, resize, and watermark images, and a whole lot more too.
The main advantage of Retrobatch over a standard photo editor though is its batch processing. The app is amazingly fast, tearing through a large stack of images quickly. What’s more, the app can run processing in parallel, so you can have some images being converted to black and white at the same time others are being copied and watermarked, for example, which is something other batch processing apps can’t do. My image batch processing needs are fairly limited, but I find myself pulling out Retrobatch several times each year because it's one of the fastest and easiest ways I've found for dealing with similar changes to a large number of photos.
To learn more about Retrobatch, check out the review I wrote on MacStories last year.
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Fenix for Twitter
Ryan: When it comes to third-party Twitter clients for iOS, there are undoubtedly two big names you're well-acquainted with: Tweetbot and Twitterrific. They're both great options, and their strong reputations are well-deserved. However, they're not the only quality apps available on the App Store. A more recent player is Fenix, which debuted on iOS less than a year ago after originally being Android-only. And while my strong preferences for iOS design standards would normally make me hesitant to try an Android-imported app, Fenix truly shines on iOS – especially on the iPad.
Let's start with the iPad, because that's what makes Fenix unique compared to alternative clients. Fenix's layout on iPad takes its inspiration from TweetDeck, offering multiple columns of feeds in a single interface so you can make the most of the iPad's display size. Tweetbot enables this for two columns, but in Fenix you can have either two or three columns on-screen at once, depending on your preferred column sizing and how much screen space you have. These columns are entirely customizable, so you can have different columns for your timeline, mentions, likes, DMs, profile, a saved search, and bookmarks. Altogether that's seven separate columns you can configure and rearrange in whatever order you'd like. That's right, you can enable even more columns than will fit on-screen at a time, and cycle through them by swiping horizontally, which is a system I've found works really well. Most of the time all I need is what's visible in my three main columns, but when I need a different content section, I can just swipe over to adjust my current column view; alternately, tapping a section's icon in the sidebar immediately jumps to it.
Setting aside the power user-friendly iPad layout, Fenix checks many of the boxes that make competing Twitter clients great. It has a clean, content-focused design that's ad-free and simply looks good. Timeline sync can keep your reading position up to date across both iPhone and iPad. You can set up custom muted filters. There's a solid search feature that lets you sort results by Recent, Popular, and People. The tweet composer contains GIPHY integration, something that's become commonplace for Twitter clients. The timeline includes convenient swipe actions for interacting with tweets. Finally, there are a healthy amount of appearance settings for tweaking the app's look to your liking: five different light and dark theme options all look great, and can be accompanied by an accent color of your choice; the layout of tweets can be adjusted to one of a few options, and the same goes for text size; you can also choose round or square avatars and absolute or relative dates.
As a relatively new app, there are definitely ways Fenix doesn't yet offer feature parity with its big competitors. Mostly this has to do with lacking certain iOS system features, which likely stems from the app starting life on Android. The biggest absent feature for me is the lack of Split View and Slide Over multitasking support on iPad. There's also no drag and drop support. As someone who uses the iPad all day, these missing features keep me from using Fenix as much as I'd like to. If you primarily use the app on iPhone, you won't miss these things, but of course you also won't benefit from my favorite feature of the app: its iPad column view.
If you're a big fan of third-party Twitter clients, and especially if you're an iPad user, Fenix is definitely worth checking out. It offers something special in the iOS Twitter client ecosystem, and my hope is that with time it will gain those system integrations it's currently lacking.[image: ]
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CalZones
John: David Smith's iPhone and iPad app, CalZones, came into my life at precisely the right time. Federico and I were in the middle of getting our podcast Dialog off the ground, and I was handling the scheduling of guests for interviews.
Keeping track of the time in Rome is easy. I've been working with Federico for nearly four years, and his daily schedule isn't that far off from my own despite the seven-hour time difference. However, once a third person was added to the time calculus, I found myself constantly double-checking to make sure I was talking about the same time slot with everyone involved. I knew that at some point I'd make a mistake and invite someone to a Skype call at the wrong time.
CalZones eliminates that problem by cleverly combining a time zone calculator with a calendar. The top part of the app's main view has a horizontally scrolling grid of the day and date of your local time and the locales you set up in the app's settings. Below that are the events in your calendar. At a glance, you can see what time your next appointment is where you are, and in each of the other time zones you add to CalZones.
CalZones uses colors to differentiate between morning and night each day. The app has multiple color themes, but daytime hours are always a lighter shade than those in the evening, making it easy to see if you're trying to schedule an event after someone might be in bed. To set up an event, you just tap on the time you want in the grid or the plus button at the bottom of the main view, enter the details and tap Save. Your new event will appear in CalZones and the iOS Calendar app.
The app offers multiple themes and icons, an Apple Watch complication, and a Today widget. The widget is one of my favorite parts of CalZones. With it, you can scroll through the same grid as the main app. When you're ready to pick a time to set up an event, tap it and CalZones opens the main app for filling out the details.
When we're working on a season of Dialog, CalZones remains on my Home screen and among my Today widgets so I can quickly respond to any scheduling issues that arise throughout the day. The rest of the year, I remove the widget and move CalZones to my second Home screen where it still gets occasional use but is far less critical than when I'm setting up interviews. If you work with people across multiple time zones, CalZones is a must-have app.[image: ]
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Streaks Workout
John: My favorite aspect of Streaks Workout is how easy it makes getting started exercising. Even if you've never looked at the app's settings, you can immediately pick between Quick, Everyday, Tough, and Extreme routines that vary by length of time. Tap an option and Workout loads a random selection of exercises from its catalog that will last the amount of time you picked.
Streaks Workout is from Crunchy Bagel, the same developer as Streaks, the habit forming app. The goal is the same with Workout, but the addition of exercise-specific features allows it to do more to help build exercise habits than Streaks can do on its own.
Each exercise is announced by an iOS system voice that then counts down to the start of the exercise. Another countdown alerts you as each exercise ends. While you work out, the app displays the time remaining for the exercise along with an animated stick figure that demonstrates how to do the exercise.
Workout has 30 built-in exercises that don't require any equipment, eliminating yet another excuse to not get started. You can also add your own exercises with a custom icon and duration that is either timed or counted. Workout routines are also customizable. You can start a new routine from scratch or begin with one of the built-in workouts and edit it. You can also set a custom weekly goal with the number of days you want to exercise.
Like Streaks, Workout tracks your current workout streak and can send you notifications to motivate you to stay on track. The app also tracks the number of days in a given week that you've exercised, and when you want to look back further, there's a history that shows you which days you met your goal.
I like that even though it's easy to get started, Workout remains customizable and packs a lot of other nice touches like access to music playback via Apple Music and a customizable icon and UI. There are a total of 15 UI themes and icons, each of which has three different variants.
Workout integrates with Apple's Health app, so the data about your exercise can be used by other apps to which you grant access. There's even Siri support so you can use your voice to start a workout. Finally, Workout is available on the iPhone, iPad, Apple TV, and Apple Watch, which makes it available to use no matter where you find yourself. If you've been looking for a simple way to get started getting in shape, Workout is one of the best ways I've found and well worth giving a try.
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V for Wikipedia
John: V for Wikipedia is an award-winning iOS app that's been my favorite way to browse Wikipedia for years now. The app has a beautiful design, which makes researching, exploring, and reading Wikipedia a pleasure. The latest update adds support for iOS 13's dark mode, which looks fantastic.
V has a slightly unusual layout that features four tabs across the top of the app's main view that are just beneath a search box. I usually expect tabs to be at the bottom of the main view, and while the design does make it harder to reach the tabs on larger versions of the iPhone, it has the benefit of clustering the app's primary navigational tools in one part of the screen.
The first tab features an assortment of Wikipedia articles laid out in a two-column grid, which creates a suggested reading list. Some articles feature images and others a simple diamond background pattern, but in both cases the article is overlaid with a transparent color filter that provides coherence to the page that would otherwise look messy with a collection of unrelated photos.
The second tab is a search history, which is a useful way of retracing your steps whether you're simply browsing or trying to retrieve information you failed to capture during a long research session. There's also a bookmark tab for saving favorite pages and ones you want to come back to later.
My favorite tab, though, is the location tab. Tap on it and a map view with swooping arrows appears and ties points on the map with articles arrayed in a horizontally scrolling set of colorful tile-like buttons. These are articles related to places around you on the map. When I'm somewhere new, I love to use this feature to find nearby points of interest.
The map automatically zooms in on your current location, but you can pinch to zoom in and out of the map and tap anywhere else in the world to find articles surrounding that location. Along the bottom of the screen, the articles look like the suggested ones from the first tab with the title of the article and its distance away from you, which is handy if you're sightseeing. Like the first tab, each article is overlaid with a complementary color filter, which helps hold the design together.
Once you're viewing an article, there's a toolbar along the bottom of the page for navigating its table of contents for long articles and a share button that accesses the share sheet. Where available, there's also a handsomely designed gallery view and the ability to open a map to pinpoint an associated location.
Wikipedia's app has come a long way over the years, but I still prefer the elegance of V for Wikipedia when I'm researching or traveling. It feels more like opening a good book than opening a web browser. I do plenty of research in a browser already, and sometimes it's just nice to explore in an app that provides a more reader-centric experience.
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1Writer
John: I first started using 1Writer around 2014 or 2015 as the iOS interface for my NVAlt notes. NVAlt is a Mac-only note taking app by Brett Terpstra and I wanted something that could handle my collection of notes, which was approaching 1,000 individual files. At the time, 1Writer not only handled a large number of text files with ease, but it also had lightning-fast search, which was uncommon. Later, when I started writing at MacStories, 1Writer was the first text editor I used for the stories I wrote. I've moved on to other text editors since then, but 1Writer remains one of my favorites because there's so much flexibility and power lurking under its simple exterior.
Today, 1Writer still handles large collections of text files with ease and includes fantastic search functionality, but the app is far deeper than what initially attracted me to it. 1Writer handles both Markdown and plain text files that can be stored locally in the app, in iCloud, Dropbox, a WebDAV server, or other file providers like Working Copy. When browsing files, you can navigate the folder structure of wherever you choose to store your writing or do so by any hashtags you've assigned to files. No matter how you navigate your files though, you can also sort by name, date created, or date modified, making it easy to locate a particular file even without search.
In the main editor view, the app includes an extra keyboard row of Markdown-specific tools for auto-generating Markdown syntax like headings, images, bulleted lists, blockquotes, links, images, and more. There are also buttons to move the cursor through what you've written. One of my favorite touches is that to preview what your Markdown will look like as fully-rendered HTML, just swipe left from the right edge of the screen. Swipe back to return to the editor and right from the left edge to navigate your files. It's this core simplicity that makes 1Writer such a pleasure to use. The app stays out of the way of getting started, which is often one of the hardest parts of writing.
There are a lot of interesting power user features lurking under 1Writer's surface too. There's a share extension that you can set up in the app's settings that can include template text, which is a fantastic way to customize the text you export to 1Writer. 1Writer also supports JavaScript actions, which opens up some interesting automation possibilities as Federico explored when the feature was first introduced in 2015. The app even includes an in-app browser that allows you to check the validity of your links from within the app itself.
There is a wealth of high-quality text editors on iOS. If you're looking for an editor that doesn't get in your way, but supports iOS's modern features and can be automated, 1Writer is an excellent choice.
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Dark Noise
Ryan: It's not often that I find an app that puts a smile on my face upon first use, and it's even rarer for an app to continue instilling that level of delight on subsequent uses. One exception that comes to mind is Castro, the podcast client, due to the breadth of thoughtful design flourishes it contains; another, which also happens to be a podcast player, is Jared Sinclair's 'sodes, which has a design I wish every iPhone podcast or music player took notes from. The only other app I can immediately think of that fits in the same category for me is Dark Noise.
Dark Noise is an ambient noise app whose UX is elevated significantly by compelling design work. Judged strictly on visuals, it's a nice looking app, but where it truly shines is in use. Developer Charlie Chapman has employed animations, gestures, and haptics in a variety of ways to help foster delight in every interaction. When you tap the play/pause button it responds like a real button, and its icon twists and changes shapes; favoriting a noise causes its empty heart icon to quickly fill with red; the act of raising and dismissing the player screen feels great, and is aided by haptic feedback, which also permeates nearly every action you take in the app; and perhaps my favorite design detail of all: every noise includes its own animated icon, so as you play it you also see its icon spring to life with a fun touch of motion. All of this adds up to an app experience that's truly unique.
And of course, if the app had all these flourishes but didn't do anything useful, it would be a waste of good design. It's a solid ambient noise app though, offering a healthy assortment of sounds to play when you're trying to enter a focus time at work, or need help sleeping, or whatever other reason you have for adding a little audio filter to your world. I really enjoy the water-based sounds, such as Drippy Rain, Creek, and Beach; the other categories include Appliances, Nature, Fire, Urban, and there's even a Human category that solely contains Snoring, if you're the kind of person who wants a little more snoring in your life.
Currently the app offers an experimental feature from its settings where you can enable playing Dark Noise audio in conjunction with audio from other system apps, which I've found a very useful option to have. Unfortunately you can't currently combine multiple Dark Noise sounds into a mix, but Chapman has said he hopes to add that option in the future.
Besides the design strengths that make the app so compelling, Dark Noise also offers solid adoption of system iOS features such as a widget that can initiate playback, Siri shortcuts that do the same and can be combined with other actions in a custom shortcut, a great iPad app with Split View support, and finally there are a variety of unique custom icons and themes to choose from too.
At the end of the day, ambient noise apps are pretty straightforward utilities. Their main job is simple: offer a selection of ambient noises. But Dark Noise takes that one simple task and creates a fantastic user experience around it, endearing itself to anyone who gives it a try. If you need a little ambient noise in your life, look no further than Dark Noise.[image: ]
FEATURED IN MACSTORIES WEEKLY #194
[image: ]
 
[image: ]
OmniOutliner
Ryan: Unlike quality text editors, which are easy to find on the App Store, great outlining apps are few and far between. Workflowy is a popular cross-platform solution that's available on iOS, Mac, Windows, Android, and the web, but it's more a list-making tool than an outline tool; on the surface, those two things aren't too dissimilar, but when building features that serve an app's fundamental purpose, list-making apps will prioritize certain things while outlining apps prioritize other things. OmniOutliner exists primarily as an outlining app, and it's one of the only outlining apps I've encountered that meets the needs of its target users with excellence.
I'll admit that I don't do serious outlining on a regular basis, but for the times I do, OmniOutliner has offered all the functionality I could want. One of my favorite features, particularly as an iPad-first user, is how well-optimized the app is for use with a connected keyboard. Typing your outlines and using arrow keys to navigate between different rows, or indent and outdent, works as simply and elegantly as I would hope. So many iPad apps that offer keyboard shortcuts only go halfway toward providing the keyboard experience I want, but OmniOutliner shines in this area. It gets all the basics right, even down to the fact that to start typing, you don't have to first tap the outline with your finger, but instead you can simply hit the down arrow key on your keyboard to highlight an outline's first row. Keyboard support goes far deeper than the basics though: you can style text, highlight, zoom in and out of your outline, collapse or expand rows, trigger focus mode, and much more, all without taking your hands off the keyboard.
For the times when you do want to use your iPad's touch screen, or perhaps when you're working on an iPhone, OmniOutliner supports iOS' drag and drop so you can easily pick up one or more rows and move them around as you wish.
Outlines and their various rows can be extremely flexible in OmniOutliner. If you'd like, you can create an outline that contains multiple columns of data, and you can alter the type of data contained inside a column, changing it from the default Rich Text to Number, Date, Duration, and more. Each data type features its own custom summary options, where you can, for example, have a number column automatically total sums of its data, or its average number. Rows themselves can be embedded with attached files, such as images, PDFs, or audio and video clips. You can also, unsurprisingly, use preset numbering styles to make your outline follow a specific ordering structure. And if visual style is important to you, there are options to alter a row's style based on its hierarchical position.
This past week OmniOutliner received a huge update for iOS and iPadOS 13. There are a lot of noteworthy changes, such as the addition of multiwindow functionality on iPad, and integration with iOS' system dark mode. However, my favorite change is adoption of Files' document browser. One of my only points of dissatisfaction with OmniOutliner previously was that it didn't feel native enough to iOS, and the app's proprietary file manager had a lot to do with that. I didn't think the file manager fit well with typical iOS design mechanics, but that's no longer an issue at all. By adopting the document browser, managing files in OmniOutliner now works just like it does in Apple's Files app. You can store your outlines in any file provider you'd like, and whenever you open OmniOutliner, there's no doubt that you're opening a very iOS-like app.
The Omni Group has a sterling reputation for making great apps, and OmniOutliner is part of the reason for that. While the simplest types of outlines can always be written in a standard text editor, that kind of solution doesn't scale very well, nor does it provide any of the flexibility or power user features of a dedicated outliner. If outlining is part of your work, I suspect you'll find that work can be accomplished much more enjoyably with the aid of OmniOutliner.[image: ]
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Living Earth
John: I recently rediscovered Living Earth when a Club member asked if I knew of any apps that can track the weather and time in multiple cities. There are a lot of apps that do one or the other, but far fewer that can do both. Fortunately, Living Earth not only gets the job done but is also beautifully-designed.
I have kids who live in California and Ireland. Although I don’t need to know the weather in those places, I still like seeing it when I check on the time in those places. For anyone who travels to a city in another time zone, Living Earth has more practical benefits too.
The app’s main UI is dominated by a satellite image of the Earth that’s fun to spin idly. At the top of the main screen is the time, date, and location chosen, with arrows to either side that cycle through the locations you have saved in the app. At the bottom of the screen is a summary of the weather for the location you’ve picked that reports cloud cover, the current temperature, and the forecasted high and low temperatures for the day. Tap it, and a 10-day forecast appears. Tap any day, and a bi-hourly forecast is revealed for that day.
On either side of the weather forecast are buttons for customizing Living Earth’s UI and other settings. Tapping the arrow button on the left reveals four additional buttons. The first centers the globe on your current location and reports the weather there. The second button accesses several different globe overlays. By default, Living Earth displays cloud cover, but you can show temperature, current wind, current humidity, maximum temperature, mean temperature, minimum temperature, forecast wind, or forecast humidity maps instead. The next button will focus the map on any active tropical cyclones, and finally, there’s a share button to send a snapshot of the globe and conditions to another person or app.
From the app’s settings button, you can set alarms, edit the list of cities you track, pick how temperatures and wind speeds are measured, and more. You can also modify aspects of the display, like whether it shows sunrise and sunset times.
One of my favorite parts of Living Earth, though, is its Today widget, which prominently displays the time and conditions for your current location followed by slightly smaller entries for each of the other cities you track. The widget is easy to read, and having the weather alongside the current time is a nice bonus when checking the time for a city.
Living Earth isn’t my primary weather app or world clock app. Instead, it supplements CARROT Weather and CalZones, serving as a fun alternative when I’m idly curious about the weather distant family and friends are experiencing or just want to spin the Earth.[image: ]
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Ferrite Recording Studio
Ryan: Podcasting is on the rise. Big players like Spotify and Google are getting serious about the media form, while Apple Podcasts remains by far the most dominant podcast marketplace. New podcasts are launching all the time, making the tools used to create those podcasts especially important. If you're a Mac user, Logic Pro X is one of your best options, though with the major caveat that its focus is skewed almost entirely toward music production, not podcasts – as clearly evidenced by the app's product page. GarageBand for Mac and iOS is a decent alternative, but again, the app is designed for music, not podcasting.
When I started podcasting earlier this year, the $200 entry price of Logic made it a less compelling option, and I'd hoped to avoid using a Mac app anyways. Though I have to record podcasts using a Mac, for editing I wanted to use my iPad Pro if possible. All of this made Ferrite Recording Studio the perfect option for me.
Ferrite, unlike many other audio production tools, is designed first and foremost for podcasting. You can record inside the app, though importing audio from elsewhere works just as well, and the app offers a suite of powerful tools for editing your work and preparing it to publish.
One of my favorite things about Ferrite is how flexible it is to the way you want to work. For example, the app works well with the Apple Pencil for making precise selections, cuts, and so on; it's also suited nicely to use that's primarily via touch input, with the option of setting a couple custom gestures for performing actions. Personally, however, I never use the Pencil to edit, and I don't touch the screen much when editing either; instead, most of the time my fingers stay on my Smart Keyboard Folio.
Ferrite is one of the few iPad apps I've used that offers a Mac-like level of keyboard shortcuts, and even customization of those shortcuts. By my count, Ferrite offers a total of 72 different actions that can be configured with any keyboard shortcut you'd like. When I first started using the app, I quickly learned which actions I relied on during a typical edit and set up my own custom shortcuts for them. Building muscle memory with these shortcuts meant I could perform common edits in quick succession, without even thinking about it.
You'll find much more to appreciate about Ferrite than just its flexibility across different editing methods; there's a lot of power to unearth too. The app offers custom effects you can apply and adjust on a per-track basis, special settings for your final mix such as auto-leveling, the ability to create custom templates for different shows so you save time configuring each new episode, support for creating MP3 chapters that feature custom artwork, and much more in the realm of functionality.
As an iOS and iPadOS app, Ferrite also supports many of the latest system features, such as those just added in iOS and iPadOS 13. Multiwindow is available on iPad so you can work in multiple projects simultaneously; iOS' new dark mode setting is followed by Ferrite and both its light and dark themes look great; audio tracks can be dropped into a project from elsewhere, such as the Files app, using drag and drop; Split View and Slide Over are both supported. The app is regularly updated and has been for its lifespan.
If you give Ferrite a try, it can be a little intimidating at first glance if you don't have any experience with audio production. The app's User Guide and YouTube tutorials are good ways to get more comfortable with everything. Once you spend more than a few minutes with the app, though, it becomes easier to find your way around its various menus and controls.
Ferrite Recording Studio makes podcast editing more accessible, and thus it makes podcasting itself more accessible. Though services like Anchor go even further down the road of simplifying podcasting, if you want more control over your work, and more tools at your disposal for making the best show possible, you'll almost certainly need more advanced tools than what those services offer. And if that's you, there's no need to go to the opposite end of the spectrum and drop $200 on Logic. Ferrite is a happy middle ground, offering tremendous power in a package that's accessible both from a cost standpoint and in user experience.[image: ]
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Kindle
Ryan: I have to say, I never expected that I'd choose the Kindle app as a newsletter Favorite. In fact, up until a year or two ago, I would have vehemently opposed even Federico or John trying to designate it as such because I had so many problems with the app. Things have changed though.
I'm all-in on digital books, and never buy physical copies if I can help it, yet for years now I've avoided shopping at the largest digital book marketplace: Amazon. If there's an Apple Books version of a book available, that's what I always go with, all because of a few specific issues I've had with the Kindle app. I need to list those issues out so that I can joyfully state that they've all been fixed somewhat recently. My main problems were:
	•	There didn't used to be a scrolling view, only page view;
	•	Even after scrolling view was finally added, for a while you couldn't highlight unless in page view;
	•	Historically, every time I opened the app I'd be faced with a red notification badge in the upper-left corner, which was grating;
	•	Perhaps worst of all, it took a very long time for Kindle to support Split View on iPad.
Over the course of the last couple years, every one of these problems has been addressed, which has enabled me to actually appreciate the good things that already existed in the app.
X-Ray is a fantastic feature of Kindle that provides additional information about different characters and terms in a book in a convenient way. When books support the feature, you can tap the X-Ray icon at the top of the screen to browse all X-Ray items, including a section dedicated to items located only on your current page in the book. Another great way to use X-Ray is to simply long-press part of a page to select a character's name, or a unique term such as "horcrux" in a Harry Potter book, or "daemon" in His Dark Materials. That long-press immediately pops up an informational X-Ray box so you can be reminded of who that character is, or what that term means. From this X-Ray pop up you can also swipe over to load a dictionary definition of the word, or Wikipedia entry, or even a translation option.
The second core feature I want to mention is the Community tab. All the way back in 2013, Amazon purchased the most vibrant book-focused social network and reading tracker at the time, Goodreads. Though it took a while, eventually the Kindle app gained full Goodreads integration via its Community tab. What this means is that you can view reading updates and reviews from all the people you follow on Goodreads, and you can also have your reading progress in Kindle automatically updated through Goodreads. These are solid additions to the app, and I wish Apple would build something similar into Apple Books. Out of all of Apple's media apps, Music is the only one with a social element to it currently, and I think that needs to change; Podcasts, TV, and Books would all be great fits for similarly showcasing what content your friends are enjoying.
These days, while I still prefer to purchase new titles in Apple Books over Kindle, that's more because I want all my books in one place than it is because of any problems I have with Kindle. For those times when I can get a much better deal on a Kindle book, or if a title simply isn't available on Apple Books, I no longer mind having to go with Kindle instead. The app has become really good, offering through features like X-Ray and Goodreads integration some truly compelling advantages over Apple Books. And when it comes to basic reading experience, the most important feature of all, Kindle can be interchanged easily for Apple Books now that scrolling view and Split View are supported.[image: ]
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Bad North
John: As I wrote in my NABOKI review earlier this week, I flew to California and back last weekend for a short trip to visit family. I was bored during the flight, but my plane didn’t have WiFi, and I didn’t have much music or any video to watch on my iPhone. I did, however, have a bunch of games. In addition to NABOKI, which I love, I played a ton of Bad North.
The game was released about a month ago on iOS, and it’s quickly become one of my favorite recent releases as I’ve played it on and off for a few weeks. I haven’t played a tower defense game in a long time, which, at its core, is what Bad North is. However the game also incorporates rogue-like elements and real-time strategy, which makes it feel fresh.
Bad North was originally released on consoles and for the PC in late 2018 and arrived on the Mac before iOS. I tried the game on the Mac and can’t recommend it there because every time I tried to play, the game froze as it was generating its map. However, on iOS, Bad North is a completely different story, running flawlessly on my iPad Pro and iPhone 11 Pro Max.
The goal of the game is straightforward: deploy your groups to defend the homes on your tiny island from intruders. Succeeding requires careful troop placement that’s dictated by factors like their weapons and the terrain.
Each island serves as a separate level, opening with the sound of a distant horn being blown. Soon, boats of marauders emerge from the mist surrounding your island to invade. By carefully placing archers and sword-wielding soldiers on the beaches and cliffs around your island, you can turn back the opposition, protect the island's villagers, and move on to the next challenge.
With each successfully-defended island, you earn in-game currency for the houses you’ve preserved. Those coins can be turned in to upgrade your weapons, enhancing your ability to defend against the increasingly powerful foes.
Although the premise is simple, the beautiful artwork and levels of strategy imposed by weapon upgrades and real-time invasions make Bad North fun and challenging. Bad North is one of those games that feels built for touch, and I’m frankly a little surprised it was released on consoles first. The ability to rotate your island with a swipe of a finger and poke at the screen to place troops is simple and natural in a way that a controller isn’t. On the plus side, during the year between Bad North’s console release and its iOS debut, additional content has been added.
Whether you get stuck on a long flight and are bored like I was last weekend, or just want to kick back to play a fun game this weekend, Bad North is a fantastic choice.
[image: ]Bad North Trailer
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TouchRetouch
John: There are a lot of apps that can handle photo retouching and many have other features, but when I'm in a hurry and just want to make a few tweaks to an image before sharing it, I've found that TouchRetouch can't be beat.
My primary use of the app is to erase objects from a photo. It works especially well with objects that have sharp edges against a contrasting background, but I've found it works well in other circumstances too if you're careful and take a little time with the app. Whether it's overhead electrical lines, a telephone pole, a car, or something else that encroaches on and distracts from the subject of a picture, TouchRetouch is a terrific way to eliminate it.
The app includes helpful tutorials, but if you've used similar apps before, it's easy to just dive in. Once you give TouchRetouch access to your photo library, you're ready to start. The app has three tools arrayed along the bottom of the main screen: Object Removal, Quick Repair, Line Removal, and Clone Stamp.
I use Object Removal most often. Tapping on it reveals three ways to paint the object you want to remove. I find the brush the easiest way to highlight an object I want to remove most of the time. In the screenshots below, you can see that I managed to include part of my hand in a wide angle shot I took in Chicago earlier this week. I 'painted' my hand with the brush tool and assistance from the magnifying loupe, tapped 'Go,' and a second later, my hand was removed, replaced by the crosswalk from the scene. With a little practice, you'll get the hang of which tool to use for different types of objects.
Quick Repair is another option I use a lot when I have a clear-cut object to remove. As soon as you paint an object with your finger, TouchRetouch does its magic removing whatever you highlighted. The tool also includes a Blemish Remover tool for cleaning up someone's skin. Line Remover is perfect for electrical lines, poles, and other lines in an image. The tool includes options to remove complete lines or segments. Finally, Clone Stamp lets you paint an area of a photo with the pixels from another area to eliminate objects, offering several options for how the cloning works. Each tool also features settings that can be adjusted, like the width of the brushes you use to paint objects for removal.
Along the top of the app, you'll find buttons to return to home to pick another image to edit, undo and redo buttons, a before and after view button, and a share button. The share button allows users to save a copy, modify the original image, open it in another app like Instagram, Twitter, or another photo editor, and copy the photo to the clipboard. Finally, there are settings to adjust the quality of the image saved, its size, and the file format.
The benefit of a tool like TouchRetouch is that it's focused on just one problem. You can accomplish many of the same things it does with a more complex, full-featured photo editor, but if you're quickly cleaning up an image to send to a friend or post to social media, you'll appreciate TouchRetouch's focus. It's easy to get in and out of the app quickly, and if you have other sorts of edits to make, you can always pass the photo off to another app using the share button and 'Open In' feature.[image: ]
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Moment - Pro Camera
John: Moment makes add-on camera lenses for the iPhone. The lenses screw onto a special case Moment makes that holds them tight against the iPhone's camera lens. The change to the camera configuration on the iPhone 11 required Moment to redesign its case, which should be shipping in the next week or so, so although I can't currently use my Moment lenses with my iPhone 11 Pro Max, I thought it would be a good time to recap what Moment's camera app does because it's a great alternative to Apple's app regardless of whether you use their lenses.
As with all camera apps, the screen is dominated by the viewfinder. Most of the controls are laid out in a toolbar at the top of the screen, a dial UI element below the viewfinder, and on either side of the shutter button near the bottom of the screen.
The top toolbar has a button to toggle the flash on and off, a timer that can be set to three or ten seconds or turned off, a toggle for single frame shots or burst mode, a button to switch between JPG, TIFF, and RAW image formats, and a button for picking which Moment camera lens you're using. This last button is the only one specific to Moment's five lenses, but it can be set to No Lens if you just want to use the camera app without buying the lenses. Above the lens picker button is a live histogram in the 'ear' of the screen that provides a sense of the spectrum being captured by the camera's sensors and can be turned off in settings.
The viewfinder can include a grid to help compose shots, and in the lower right-hand corner, there are buttons for switching from the front to rear camera and switching between the rear camera's lenses. Just below the viewfinder is a dial for switching between shutter speed, ISO, exposure, focus, and white balance.
The final set of controls include access to your photo library, settings, presets, and shooting mode. Access to the photo library allows for basic image management with sharing, marking shots as favorites, and deleting others. Presets are an interesting option that I haven't seen many other camera apps do. There are four default presets: Cinematic Video, RAW Burst, Slow Mo, and Bulb Light Trails. Each is made up of a series of settings that together take a particular kind of shot or create an effect. You can add to the Presets with your own by tapping the button at the bottom of the Presets screen and setting up as many of the 11 settings as you need.
The shooting mode button to the far right of the shutter button allows you to switch between still photography, video, and slow shutter shots. The controls I've described so far all apply to still photography and change slightly when you switch to video or slow shutter mode to reveal controls relevant to each of them, including buttons to pick things like frame rate for video and long shutter speeds for slow shutter mode.
It's worth mentioning a few of the app's settings. This is where you can pick from among three grids to display in the viewfinder, and show or hide the histogram, focus peaking, highlight clipping, and shadow clipping, all of which can help you improve your photography by providing visual cues about problem areas of a shot you've framed. There are also file format video settings. Finally, Moment can add actions to Shortcuts via 'Add to Siri' to open specified presets, open the app, and fire the shutter. Moment doesn't use parameters, but the three actions that can be added are still handy.
Finally, I wanted to mention that Moment’s camera app can now be controlled with the hardware buttons on the DJI Osmo 2 and 3 handheld gimbal used to stabilize video. The support was added just this week, so I haven’t had a chance to test it yet, but Moment says you can adjust the app’s settings, change lenses, and start and stop video all from the buttons on the Osmo’s handle, which is a great addition to the app. The update also adds support for Moment’s new 14mm fisheye lens.
I don't use Moment's camera app as often as I use the built-in one from Apple, but when I'm taking photos or recording video that I want to have a lot of control over, it's a fantastic option, especially if you use Moment's lenses. It's also an excellent way to experiment with manual iPhone photography over the holidays if you have some time off.
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Flow by Moleskine
Ryan: When the iPad mini 5 debuted in March, it marked a momentous occasion: for the first time ever, the entire iPad lineup supported the Apple Pencil. The timing couldn't have been better for Moleskine, the famed physical notebook creators, to launch a brand new notebook experience on the iPad: Flow, which debuted the very same week. In another funny coincidence of timing, this Monday I decided to feature Flow as the Favorite in this newsletter, mere days before learning that Apple's own editorial team crowned it iPad App of the Year.
Flow offers an elegant digital notebook experience that carries on Moleskine's trend of creating beautiful apps. The UI looks great, but it also does a fantastic job of obscuring complexity so you can have a smooth, distraction-free drawing or writing experience.
Flow places your set of tools on the right side of the screen, settings for adjusting those tools' colors and sizes on the left side, with a few simple options sitting along the top of the screen. Tools include a fountain pen, brush, marker, pen, pencil, and highlighter, plus a new Lasso Knife tool that was added recently. The Lasso Knife enables tracing a selection of your document that you want to edit, so you can then move it around the document using drag and drop, duplicate it, change its stroke colors, and more. You can even adjust the Lasso Knife's settings so it only detects strokes from certain kinds of tools.
One of my favorite Flow features is that your toolset is entirely customizable. Rather than being stuck with tools you don't use, you can keep only the ones you want, including multiple tools of the same type that are configured differently. For example, if you never use the highlighter, you can simply remove it, while adding multiple pen options to your toolset that each have their own color and size settings. Also on the subject of customization, from Flow's settings you can set custom actions for different gestures, such as what happens when you use the Apple Pencil's double-tap gesture, or when you use your finger on-screen rather than the Pencil, along with options for one-, two-, and three-finger taps, and finally you can set an action for when you're holding a finger on-screen then draw with the Pencil. Flow truly empowers users to make the app their own.
Another detail I appreciate is the limited, but thoughtful set of options included for documents. Besides your tools and their settings, there are only a few options littering the screen, and they're all important. The first icon in the top-center of the screen shows you settings for paper type, including dotted grid, standard grid, or lined, plus different background color options. Next to it is an export button, then a button that hides all tools and icons on-screen so you can enter focus mode. Finally, document orientation is another important design choice. The team at Moleskine chose to make Flow's documents horizontally limitless, but limited to a single size vertically. What this means is that you'll see the full vertical interface on-screen at all times, even on iPhone, while panning horizontally stretches the bounds of the canvas. For some users I'm guessing this design decision isn't ideal, but I really love it; I've found it a nice compromise between the simplicity of a fixed-size canvas and the flexibility of a limitless one.
If you own an iPad and Apple Pencil, and have any artistic inclinations or simply want to replicate an analog notebook experience, Flow is one of the very best apps you could try. It gets so many things right, and while it may not be as feature-rich as some of its competitors, I think Moleskine's team has done an excellent job prioritizing the right features. Plus, the app is only months into its life, so I'm sure there's plenty more to come. I can't make this claim often, but both Apple and I highly recommend the app.[image: ]
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Countdowns
John: In a couple of weeks, people around the world will be counting down the seconds to the end of 2019 as they ring in the New Year. While you don’t need an app to help with that particular countdown, New Year’s Eve got me thinking about countdowns in general and my favorite app for managing them: Countdowns.
There are all sorts of future events you might want to track with a countdown: holidays, birthdays, upcoming release dates for music, movies, books, and games, and a whole lot more. The strength of Countdowns is its flexibility, which allows you to track all sorts of events.
The app is free with certain premium features available for a reasonable $1.99 In-App Purchase. With the free version you can track unlimited countdowns, import upcoming events from your calendar, and set up repeating countdowns, which is handy for remembering to do regular chores, for example.
The app includes a Today widget and Apple Watch app with complications for quick access to your countdowns too. Countdowns also supports iOS 13’s dark mode, and you can check your countdowns using Siri actions, which can be incorporated into custom shortcuts such as a morning routine that reminds you of upcoming events.
The In-App Purchase adds several features like iCloud syncing to keep all of your devices in sync. There is a separate Mac Catalyst app too, which syncs with the iOS versions. The premium version adds more ways to customize your countdowns like custom notification sounds when your countdown ends and lists to help you organize your countdowns. This is an especially handy feature for separating categories of countdowns from each other, like birthdays and holidays. The Pro version of Countdowns also automatically sorts your countdowns by date and has a compact display mode that lets you see more per screen.
Countdowns’ calendar integration opens up some interesting possibilities. For example, as Federico explained in his recent story ‘How I Keep Track of New Music Releases,’ he uses MusicHarbor to add album release dates to an iCloud calendar. Once a release date is in his calendar, it’s simple to use Countdowns to create a countdown for a release that can be tracked from the app on any platform, with the widget, or on the Apple Watch.
Personally, I’ve found Countdowns a fantastic way to keep on top of birthdays, which no longer creep up on me. I’ve also started using it for upcoming movies I want to see, concerts for which I’ve bought tickets months in advance, and, like Federico, the upcoming music releases I’m most excited about.
If you haven’t checked out Countdowns yet, I highly recommend downloading it and giving it a try.
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Spotify Center: A Custom Spotify Sharing Menu

In last week's issue of MacStories Weekly, | answered a question about Spotify automation that involved looking up lyrics.
for the song currently playing in Spotify. The workflow was based on a single callto the Spotify web API that can return
details for a song ID passed as input. As | wrote, putting together that workflow made me curious about adding other kinds.
of Spotify-related features, which is exactly what | id in the Swiss army knife version of my own Spotify multi-action
workflow. I cal it the Spotify Center, and I've been using it quite a bit this week.

Spotify Center is based on the same idea of last weeks 'Spotify Lyrics' workflow: given a Spotify song link previously
copied in the I0S clipboard, a regular expression isolates the song's ID from the URL and looks it up on the Spoltify Web
APL. Alas, its not possible to the remove the step of copying a song's link first: the Spotify Web API doesn't have a method
to retun the currently playing song (though it's been requested by many).

After using ‘Get Contents of URL' to perform a GET request to the Spotify AP, the workflow returns a dictionary we can use
to extract various bits and pieces about a song. In the first block of dictionary-related actions, the workflow saves the.
name of the song and artist.

To come up with the ist of actions for Spotify sharing, | tried to understand what | do in addition to listening to songs and
browsing Spotify results. | realized that | often need to save songs from Spotify to Apple Music (neither company obviously
wants to integrate with each other), share a song i a different format, or look up songs elsewhere. Therefore, besides
bringing in my existing Google Lyrics workflow and making it an option of Spotify Center, | added a menu with features that
I need to perform often:

« Add a Spotify song to an Apple Music playlist;

« Share both Spotify and Apple Music links simuitaneously;

« Share a Spotify song with URL and album artwork;

« Getthe album for the current song and look up reviews on Google and Pitchfork.

Normally, Apple Music and Spotify wouidn't be able to natively communicate in a single app. But thanks to Workflow, we
‘can tur details returned from a web API to variables we can put n the ‘Search iTunes Store' action. The song and artist
names are used in the Search parameter, and we can set the action to look for songs and give us up to 5 results (all of
these options are customizable). After picking the correct result from a ist, we can add the entire variable to an existing
Apple Music playlist. The entire set takes a couple of seconds and it does something Spotify willlikely never support.

RA L=
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Do Not Forget

« Etiquette rules: when riding escalators
stand on the left, don't cut to the front
of a queue, and be mindful about
where you smoke in public.

« Ramen spots!

B Travelpin.  Augusta-2.

August 14 - 20. Kyoto

From Wikitravel: Kyoto was the capital of
Japan and the residence of the Emperor
from 794 untilthe Meiji Restoration of
1868, when the capital was moved to
Tokyo.

Kyoto was among the few Japanese cities
that escaped the allied bombings of World
War .

« Kyoto does not have its own airport,
but rather is served by Osaka's two
airports. There is an excellent road and
railway network between the two
cities.

& TvelPlan..  August14-2

« This guide is not bad

« Picnic by the Kamo river?
“Kamogawa, which translates to ‘duck
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Tarquinia Lido, Province of Viterbo, Italy
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Skies clearing overnight.
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manicured hedge. The men’s lon
their ankles as they marched.

“Thought I might be late,”
features sliding in and out of si
overhanging trees broke the mo
trickier than I expected. But I hc
‘You sound confident that your re

Snape nodded, but did not ¢ e ves | Mo
right, into a wide driveway tha e vt uie rane. 11
high hedge curved with them, running off into the
distance beyond the pair of impressive wrought-iron
gates barring the men’s way. Neither of them broke step:
In silence both raised their left arms in a kind of salute
and passed straight through, as though the dark metal
‘were smoke.

The yew hedges muffled the sound of the men’s
footsteps. There was a rustle somewhere to their right:
Yaxley drew his wand again, pointing it over his
companion’s head, but the source of the noise proved to
be nothing more th T
majestically along th. 00

“He always did himself well,TLuciusiPeacncks ik
Yaxley thrust his wand back under his cloak with a
snort.

A handsome manor house grew out of the darkness at
the end of the straight drive, lights glinting in the
diamond-paned downstairs windows. Somewhere in
the dark garden beyond the hedge a fountain was

even humanely.

Dictionary

er. Arather No definition found,
ho is not
ith kindly. Or

s
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GotoX-Ray ¢ Engiish (US)

P
heartbeat, then Snape turned the bronze handle.

The drawing room was full of silent people, sitting at
along and ornate table. The room's usual furniture had
been pushed carelessly up against the walls.
Nlumination came from a roaring fire beneath a
handsome marble mantelpiece surmounted by a gilded
‘mirror. Snape and Yaxley lingered for a moment on the
threshold. As their eyes grew accustomed to the lack of
light, they were drawn upward to the strangest feature
of the scene: an apparently unconscious human figure
hanging upside down over the table, revolving slowly as
if suspended by an invisible rope, and reflected in the
mirror and in the bare, polished surface of the table
below. None of the people seated underneath this
singular sight was looking at it except for a pale young
man sitting almost directly below it. He seemed unable
to prevent himself from glancing upward every minute
orso.

“Yaxley. Snape,” said a high, clear voice from the head
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Captain Marvel

 Information
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Rated 513
Gemes Scince:ficton, Action, Adventr.

Overview

“The story follows Carol Danvers as she becomes
one of the universe’s most powerful heroes when:
Earth s caught in the middie of a galactic war
between two alion races. Set in the 1990s, Captain
Marvelis an all-new adventure from a previously
unseen period in the history of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe.
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Star Trel covery

Follow the voyages of Starfleet on their
missions to discover new worlds and new life
forms, and one Starfleet officer who must learn
that to truly understand all things alien, you
must first understand yourselr

First Alred
Sep 24,2017
2

CBS All Access






OPS/assets/images/588183cd-2c87-42e5-b43d-ba3ce3c41343.jpg





OPS/assets/images/6230455e-c4a5-4878-aa50-60e3cb7fe0b3.png





OPS/assets/images/1c18d7d8-f930-4df2-9fdd-f712d8c24387.jpg





OPS/assets/images/6be85361-239a-4a76-baa6-76d590ed5d61.jpg
S





OPS/assets/images/91ae1394-da21-402e-9bdb-79bb5911676f.png
Title

Location

All Day
Starts

Ends

Timezone

Calendar

imed
Fri,Sep 6 T00PM
Fri.Sep 6 200PM
Thour
Rome

Family

Repeats.

==
12:219
Q search

. CALENDAR

1230m  Record AppStories.
00 PM ingmin

‘ cALZONES

Record AppStories

130m-pr






OPS/assets/images/326919cd-e0d2-4315-9fdc-9fbfc66fb817.jpg





OPS/assets/images/c2e64476-f83d-489a-9248-f9671eb1376b.jpg





OPS/assets/images/383c2108-1ef2-4e28-86fd-79b0f4092b8b.jpg





OPS/assets/images/09f1d308-01d2-47cc-a3a6-2254f1a7367a.jpg
v

o
y





OPS/assets/images/e05866d4-5d99-491f-a9ca-8b1fabed59d0.jpg





OPS/assets/images/c2ca4eac-c964-4da1-9a28-9a8386058b98.jpg





OPS/assets/images/922f31c4-76e1-446c-aa4e-9312847c2e57.jpg





OPS/assets/images/713fd6b5-c685-41e3-ab29-775f94a10121.jpg





OPS/assets/images/fe873150-5f90-4386-94a4-9160de0e824a.png
<Search 912AM ThuAug2s.

®

Timeline

Ryan Christoffel &

@iyantidr

Apple willstart empowering more
independent repair providers to service its
devices, and that's good news for
everyone. macstories net/linked/apple-a.

Robert Tarr
@tarrkid

@_connectedfm, @viticci and
2others
“Sometimes you've got priorities, and
sometimes you're at the beach." Words to
live by from @viticci

Federico Viticci &

@iticci

Fascinating side of my multiingual life I've
discovered this year:

I cannot listen to English songs with lyrics
while I'm editing a story anymore. But
Italian songs are totally fine, and actually
help me concentrate more. ¥

Relay FM &

@_RelayFM

Posted: The Pen Addict 374 with @imyke
& @dowdyism: A Well-Appointed Recap
relay.fm/penaddict/374

Federico Viticci &
ticci

thisisfine.joeg

?
€y

‘D
()

3

Mentions

@_adaptfm and @ RelayFM

Ok, looking forward to it! ol

Bram Hubbell
@bramhubbel

3 adaptfm How often do you clean your
iPads’ screens, and do you have a
preferred product or method? #AskAdapt
#tiredoffingerprints

Jon Shaffer
@jonshaffer

@tedsvo, @_adaptfm and 2 others.

Devastating f true.

Teddy Svoronos
Gtedsvo

@_adaptfm, @
Great ep! Question about new Mail
formatting bar: am | correct that there’s
stillno way to add a hyperiink to text?

ticci and 1 others

Jonathan Alba

daptfm and 1 others

#AskAdapt when you connect 11" iPad Pro
10 4K display, does it mirror in 4:3 or 16:97

Devon Greene
@dgreenc19B

Does someone from the App Store listen
to @_adaptfm 2 apps.apple.com/us/story/
id145.

= 8%

Likes.

Matthew Cassinelli

Thank you, | just beat my annual reading
goal with this ebook, apparently @

@gregmgodh
@ adaptfm Another way to hack an image
link in Pages is to insert a text box whose
textis linked, place the text box over top of
an image—make it siightly larger than the
image to make the whole image tappable
in the end—then make the text box fully
transparent.

Ever since @viticci and @iryantidr started
@_adaptfm on @ RelayFM, I've wanted to
write about taking each challenge they

give each other and trying it myself

Here's challenge #1: Third Party iOS
Keyboards

@ Peer Reviewed
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STH RUGBY WORLD CUP.

Antonio Brown
AMERICAN FOOTRALL
PLAYER, WIDE RECEIVER,
RETURN SPECIALIST

Greta Thunberg

SWEDISH CLIMATE
CHANGE ACTIVIST

The Chernobyl disaster was a nuclear acci-
dent that occurred on 26 April 1986 at the

No. 4 nuclear reactor in the Chernobyl Nu-
clear Power Plant, near the city of Pripyat in
the north of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic. 22 [t is considered the worst nu-
clear disaster in history and is one of only
two nuclear energy disasters rated at seven—
the maximum severity—on the International
Nuclear Event Scale, the other being the 2011
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster in Japan.

Chernobyl disaster
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@ Rewind to Issue #1

Issue #1

"Well, Prince, so Genoa and Lucca are
now just family estates of the
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Reading time: 10 min

Issue #2

CHAPTER Il

Anna Paviovna's drawing room was
gradually filling. The highest
Petersburg society was assembled
Reading time: 14 min
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CHAPTER IV

Just then another visitor entered the
drawing room: Prince Andrew
Bolkonski, the little princess’ husband.
Reading time: 7 min
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