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Verhoeven vexes volleyball foes

By BEAU DURE

Jon Wilson, the Duke head vol-
leyball coach, does not rank his
recruiting trip to meet Amy Ver-
hoeven among his favorite driv-
ing experiences.

“It was the middle of June,
about 100 degrees out ... and I
blew a tire,” he said. “So I got out
to change the tire, and I just got
completely drenched. 1 was
soaked. So I took off my shirt,
laid it over a seat and aimed all
the air-conditioning jets at it.

“By the time I got there, my
shirt was dry and I was com-
pletely exhausted. But the inter-
view went well, and Amy wound
up coming to Duke.”

Wilson now laughs heartily
while describing his driving or-
deal because Verhoeven, a sopho-
more psychology major from
Lafayette, Indiana, has quickly
developed into a powerful
weapon on a team that has
started strongly this fall.

“I liked everything I saw about
her,” Wilson said. “She’s a tall
and thin kid, but she has good
strength for her size. Every time
I watched her, the more I liked
her.”

When Verhoeven visited Duke,
she was impressed by the mix-
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ture of academics, athletics and
atmosphere.

“I really enjoyed my recruiting
visit,” Verhoeven said. “I liked
both coaches and the team very
well. I wanted to go to a good aca-
demic school as well as a good
volleyball program.”

Verhoeven selected Duke over
Notre Dame and Rice.

“It wasn't that big of a battle to
get her [to Duke),” Wilson said.
“Usually someone that talented
is.”

Verhoeven, a second-team All-
Atlantic Coast Conference pick
last year, has already surpassed
lofty expectations and currently
leads the ACC with a .365 kill
percentage through Sept. 24.

She has also switched posi-
tions this year, moving to outside
hitter from middle blocker. The
switch gives Verhoeven more kill
opportunities and utilizes her 6-2
height to create mismatches at
the net.

“I've enjoyed the switch from
middle to outside because it gives
me more of an opportunity to use
my height to hit over the
blockers,” Verhoeven said.

“Qhe ;,els more swings out

there by the way the game is
played,” Wilson said.

Verhoeven first made the
switch last fall to replace Sylvia
Thomson (now graduated), who
had been injured late in the sea-’
son.

“[Verhoeven] played a good
ACC tournament, having really
only played outside for three
matches,” Wilson said. “It'was at

_that time that we realized how

good she could be out there if she
played there full-time.

“We saw the talent that she
had to make that switch, and I
actually think it’s a more natural
position for her.” :

Verhoeven also,played outside
hitter for the gold medal-winning |
North team at the U.S. Olympic'
Festival this summer, playing
with and against players from
top college programs.

“[Olympic Festival  com-
petition] helped me a lot,” Ver-
hoeven said. “The people that I
played with were a whole level
higher than what I'd been used1
to. It wal good to get expen'ence
with those type players.” |

The experience of Olympic Fes- !
tival competmon and one stand- -
out season in the ACC give Ver-
hoeven leadership credentials on
a young but talented Duke team.
The Blue Devils include a first-
year starter at setter and two
freshmen among a seven player"
starting rotation. .

“I feel like I have more respon- -
sibility [this year] when I go out
on the court,” Verhoeven said.

Verhoeven has also surprised
her coaches with her rapid skill
development, ~ especially on
defense. She has averaged 1.65
digs per game this season |
through Sept. 22.

“Her back row has really im-
proved a lot,” Wilson said. “I
didn’t expect her to be this solid
in the back row until her junior
year. | thmk she surpnsed every-
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{bodybut herself We don't have
o take her out in'the back row.”
The one skill Verhoeven is still
developing is blocking.' She is
averaging 0.51 block® pergame.
“She’s an adequate blocker,
but she-should be a dominant
.bloder,'-‘Wilson said. “But block-
ing is always the last skill to de-
velop in just about anybody For
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*‘most” beo‘{:ole"ﬂ's' a two to three
" year proce‘ss-‘to make them good

blockers.”

Fortunately for Wilson and the
Duke team, Verhoeven has
plenty of time to learn.

“She’s just been a great asset
to the program.” Wilson said.
“I'm just really excited that she’s
got two more years to go.”



